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ADVERTISEMENT^ 

The following Treatlfe was 
firft read at the meeting of a Lite* 
RARY Society in Exeter: and to 
the bulk of their late publication 
(he wifties he could add, to its 
value,) the Author has pretty 
largely contributed. He had no 
other view than to amufe its mem- 
bers with a plaufible, rather than 
a probable, account of the autho- 
rities by which Sindbad*s narrative 
might be fupported. But (as re^ 
a z ligious 



0'^Q\0(1'7 ' Digitized by CjOOgle 



ligious impoftors have converted 
themfelves) on farther inveftiga- 
ting his ftory, he b^gan gradually 
to adopt, as ferious truths, opi^ 
jiions originally conceived and de- 
livered in jeft. Whether, in his 
conclufion from different autho- 
rities, he has been guided by 
judgement and truth, or led away 
by fancied coincidences and inap^ 
plicable quotations, is a point 
which, being unable to fettle him-* 
felf, is fubmitted to the decifiori pf 
his candid Readers, 
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REMARKS 



OK THE 



Ambtan Nights' Entertainments y&c. 



L H E dete<5l:ion of fallacious pretences 
to literary credit has always been con- 
lidered as highly meritorious in the Re- 
public of Letters ; and an endeavour to 
vindicate a real claim from undeferved 
contempt or unjuft cenfure is, I truftj 
not unworthy its regard and attention. 

The *' Arabian Nights* Entertam- 

ments'' was for a long time conlidered 

B by 
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by the generality of the world as a Ii-^ 
terary impofition ; but at prefent, I be- 
lieve, Its genuinenefs is no more dif- 
puted, I allude to the tranflation from 
the French of Mr. Galland, which in- 
cludes, as I have been aflured from 
good authority, all the ftories in the 
original performance. Its real merit, 
however, appears to me but little 
known, and to be depreciated with as , 
little juftice as its authenticity was 
before queftioned. 

The Arabians are defcribed, by writers 
who have peffonally vifited them, as an 
acute and fenfible people ; and this per- 
formance was probably compofed not 
many centuries after that period when 
they had added to their native ftores of 
erudition thofe of ancient Greece, To 
them we are chiefly' indebted for the 
prcfervatidn of thofe valuable remains 
of antiquity ; and, fo fully eftabliflied 
was their literary reputation in former 
flays, thjit,.when Europe w^ immerfed. 

in 
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in barbarifm, all polite learning paflcd 
under the deiignation offtudia Arabum *. 
My- reafon for fuppoling thofe tales 
to be of confiderable antiquity arifes 
from internal evidence* No alluiion to 
modern cuftoms, to modern events or 
charafters, fo far as I recoUeft, occurs 
throughout the whole performance^ 
There is no mention of battles iii 
which fire-arms are introduced, nor of 
European adventurers' vifiting the In* 
dian ocean ; whofe tranfadlions there^ 
whether mercantile qr military, after the 
commencement of the i6th century, 
mull have attrafted general attention 
among the Eaftern nations. The Chrif^ 
tian merchants, who occafionally appear 
in fome of the tales, are doubtlefs meant 
for thofe of the Greek church, men of 
little weight or confequence ; but we 
may naturally imagine, that, if the ex*- 
ploits of a Gama or an Albuquerque 

* Blackwairi Letter* oa Mythology. 

B a had 
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had been known to the author, they 
would have fugjgcfted to him fome no- 
velty of charadler and of incident. Yet 
we may alfo conclude, that he did not 
live at a period very diftant from their 
days, at leaft that he exifted pofterior 
to the invafion of Hinduftan by the 
Tartars; as he reprefents Schahriar, his 
'^ Sultan of jthe: Indies," the dd^hted 
auditqr pf thefe tales, as a Mohamme- 
dan, and the .bfother of a Tartarian 
prince. 

; It mufl: indeed be acknowledged that, 
in the opening of the firft volume, he 
is faid to be of the Saflanian race of 
Perfian kings, *^ who extended their 
empire into the Indies, over all the 
iflands thereunto belonging, a great way 
beyond the Gdnges, and as far as China." 
This family conftituted the fourth dy- 
nafty of.Perjfian monarchs; and one of 
.the names attributed to the l^ft w;^s 
iimilar to that of our hero, Jezdegerd 
Ben ScHECHERiAR. But none of his 
' pre- 
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prcdeceflbrs appear to have carried their 
arms into India ; and he hipifelf fell in 
oppofing the votaries of Mohammed in 
the 39th year of the Hegira. The aun- 
thor, ignorant or rcgardkfs of hiftory, 
confounded probably the Tartarian con- 
querors, who fat likewife on the Perfian 
throne, with this race of indigenous 
kings. At leaft we cannot eafily fup- 
pofe that the relationlhip between the 
monarchs of Perfia, India, and Samar- 
cand, which really fubfifted in the fuc* 
ceflbrs of Zingis, and of Tamerlane, 
was accidentally anticipated by his ima- 
gination. 

.It muft, however, be allowed that 
king of the Indies is a vague tide ; and 
in the 6th voyage it is aflumed by the 
king of Serendib. . An Arabian traveller, 
in the 9th century, mentions an. Indian 
monarch whom he ftyles *^ Balhara *, 

king 

* The book referred to, and which I ihall 

bavp fre(^uent occafion to quote, is entttuled, 

B 3 "An 
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king of the people who have their cars 
bored," as the third potentate in the 
world : his title, according to Abulfeda, 
was '^ king of kings*, or emperor of 
the Indies." The princes, to whom it 
belonged, are faid to have pofffeffed it 
600 years before the Portuguefe arrived 
at Calecut under Gama: theyoccafionally 
treated the Europeans with refpecSi:, but 
in general Ihewed a decided partiality 
to the Arabians -f-; none of them, 

** An account of India and China by two Mo- 
hammedan Travcllcrg in the 9th century;*' 
tranflate.d from the Arabic by Renaudot, and 
rendered into Englifli from that tranflation. 

* This title, like that of •« king of thq 
Indies,** conveys not always a precife idea ojf 
their power or extent of territory to whom 
}t \yas given. It is now affumed by a petty 
prince in Sumatra, with other honorary ap- 
pellations much more hyperbolical and extras 
yagant. [See Marfden's Hiflory of Sumatra, 
iecond Edition, p. 270.] 

f See Renaudot's Remarks , p. 24., 

however. 
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however, affumed the title of Sultan^ 
which I undcrftand to be a Tartarian 
word, and appropriated only to Mo- 
hammedan princes. The author, in- 
deed, might have been fuperior to fuch* 
minute diftindlions, and have alluded, 
had he any reference at all, to one of 
thofe princes. 

However this may be, colonel Cap- 
per, in his obfervations on the paflage 
to India through Egypt and acrofs the 
great Defert, fays, that " before any 
perfon decides on the merit of thefe 
books, he fhould be eye-witnefs of the 
efFeA they produce on thofe who beft 
tmderftand them. I have more than 
once feen the Arabians^ on the Defert 
fitting round a fire, liftening to thefe . 
ftories with fuch attention and pleafure 
as totally to forget the fatigue and hard- 
ihip with which an inftant before they 
were entirely overcome." He tells us 
Hkewife, " that they are univerfally read 
mid adoured throughotit Afia by all 
B 4 ranki 
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ranks of men both old and young.'* As 
we have every reafon to give ample 
credit to this accoimt, we muft be 
convinced that thefe tales poflefs merit 
of fome kind or other, however it may 
have eluded our notice. The minds of 
European readers are commonly af- 
fected in a very different manner from 
thofe of the Arabian auditors. The 
fedate and philofophical turn from them 
with contempt: the gay and volatile 
laugh at their feeming abfurdities : thofe 
of an elegant and corredt tafte are 
difgufted with their grotefque figures 
and fantaftic imagery; and, however 
we may be occafionally amufed by their 
wild and diveriified incidents, they are 
feldom thoroughly xeliflied but by chil- 
dren, or by men whofe imagination is 
complimented at the expence of their 
judgement. 

How are we to reconcile thofe cir- 
cumftances ? Does human nature vary 
in difiereat parts of the globe ? or ara 
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^e to confider the Arabians, notvvith^ 
fJ^mding what we have heard of them, 
as children in intellect, and ourfelves 
arrived at the maturity of knowledge ? 

Thefe queftions,, I prefume, may be 
eafily anfwcred, without detracting from 
the credit of either coimtry ; without 
impugning the literary merit of the 
Arabians, or our own tafte and judge* 
ment. 

In the firft place we are to obferve, 
that the tranflation of this performance 
is both inelegant and defective; and 
no literary compofition, under fuch dif- 
advantages, can be reafonably expelled 
to make a very favourable impreffion 
on the minds of people differing in cuf» 
toms, manners, language, and religion* 
What a wretched appearance would the 
fathers of claiEc poetry exhibit, if they 
were rendered into vulgar profe, and 
their moft ornamental paffages fup-* 
prefled 1 Yet fuch is the cafe with re- 
fpcfft to this perforjiiance. I have been 

told. 
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told, by gendemcn converfant in oriental 
literature, that it abounds with poetical 
paflages and moral refleftions ; but of 
thefe fcarcely a veftige remains. We 
are of courfe as much unacquainted 
with the merits of the original as we 
Ihould be in refpeft^ to the former 
beauty of a human body from contem- 
plating its Ikeleton. An anatomift in- 
deed may derive from that fome idea 
of its priftine fymmetry and proportion : 
and, from the tranflation I refer to, we 
perceive the ftrutfture of the original 
fkory, and the different incidents, its 
connedling bones and finews* But, as 
from the anatomy we can form no 
judgement of the complexion, of the 
features, and graces that embelliflied, 
or of the vcfture that decorated, the hu- 
man frame; fo neither from the inci- 
dents alone can we entertain any proper 
conception of thofe flights of pofetry, 
pr elegances of di<Slion, which adorned 

the 
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the oriental compofitioi>, and rendered 
it an objedl of national admiration, 

.The incredibility of its ilories is a 
principal caufc of its being held in con- 
tempt more particularly by the grave 
;md learned : and, indeed, the world ia 
general is inclined to imagine, that the 
author has made an unlimited ufe of the 
poetical privilege oi quidlibet audendii 
and that his incidents flow from no 
pther fource than Lucian's *^ Truq 
Story," or " the Adventures of Baroa 
Monkhaufen." But in this it is greatly 
miftaken. The fame kind of credibility 
is preferved in thefe talcs, as the Greeks 
attached to the fpeciofa miracula of their 
poets ; and ourfelves to the vulgar fur 
perflations of our own country. To 
fuch deluiions as are derived from hoary 
antiquity, and are fandlioned by po- 
pular belief^ the fancy eafily affents, 
and we willingly fufpend the operations 
pf feverer reafon. 

in- 
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Influenced by this principle, the 
Greeks liftened with pleafure to the 
imaginary adventures of their Olympic 
deities : and, adluated by the fame mo- 
tive, we attend with equal delight to 
the incantations of the witches in Mac- 
beth, and to Puck's whimfical frolics 
in the *^ Midfummer Night's Dream/* 
Let us be cautious therefore of con-- 
demning the Arabs for a ridiculous at- 
tachment to the MARVELLOUS, fiuce 
we ourfelves are no iefs afFeAed by it. 
They had a fyftem of popular mythology 
equally interefting to them as ours is to 
us ; more fo probably as being more 
generally credited. The charafters alfo 
of their ideal beings are as fcrupuloufly 
preferved and difcriminated, as of thofe 
who people the fairy regions of Englilh 
poetry. 

What indeed are the Genii * of 
the Arabs, the Peris of the Perfians; 

* Or rather Ginn. The country inhabited 
by them is called Ginnist an, and correfponds 
to our Fairy Land. Warum^ on thi Faery ^een. 

but 
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blit t!he elfe and fairies of England? 
When thofe Genii are defcribed as of a 
more tremendous nature, rebellious ta 
Alia and his prophet Soliman, they are 
then pfbbably the fame as the Titans 
in Grecian mythology and the Dives 
(or Dioos) in that of ^Perfia; between 
whom and thje. Peris, as between the 
good and evil Genii of the Arabians, 
and the Soors and Aflbors of India, per- 
petual war is fuppofed to exift. 

The limilitude in thefe tales is worthy 
notice. The former were thought- to- be 
good and benevolent beings; ihe j)thers, 
. inimical to mankind, of gigantic ftature, 
and pofieffed ' of . fupernatural potvers. 
A fublime paflkge, giving an account 
of the confliift between them, tranflated 
from a facred poem of the Hindoos, 
written upwards of 400 years ago, is 
to be found' in the Bhagvat-Geeta, 
rendered into Englilh, from the original 
Sanlkreet, by Mr. Wilkins. It refem- 
bles feveral paflages iri Heliod's Theo- 

gonia. 
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gonia, and more ftrikingljr the battld 
df angels in Milton, ^* Mountains with 
all their woods * are hurled to' and fro% 
and earth with all its fields and forefts 
is driven from its foundation -f-^ The 
leader of the Aflbors is flyled Sooren : 
under him, at a certain period, they op- 
preffed the Daiven Xi an inferior fpecies 

of 

♦ From their foundation loos'ning to* and fro*. 

They pluck'd the fcated hills with all. their' 
load, 

RockSy waters, woods. 

— — had earth been then, all earth 
. Had to her centre (hook. P. L. B. VI. 

t P. 146. 

J The reader is referred to Mr. Kinderfley's. 
** Specimens of Hindoo Literature:" from 
which we may be induced to fufpedt, that the 
Daivers were the progenitors of the Fairies 
and inoffenfivc Genii, both in oriental and 
northern mythology. In a Perfian romance 
we find the Peri Merjan fet at liberty, after 
having fufFered a long imprifonment by a Dive 
called Dcmrufli ; [Vide Richardfon's Differ* 
, tationi 
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of (jods or Grenii^^and confined thei* 
king in chains beneath a mountain till 
Vifhnoo in perfon releafed him, and 

tations on the Eaftera Nations ;] ai circum- 
flance that is confonant to the fables in tbc 
text. From her we noay fairly derive Ariofto'j 
La Fata Morgana, whofe cxiftcnce is ftill un- 
queftioned by the Yulgar in fome parts of 
Italy. To the exertion of her fupcmatural 
powers they even now attribute a peculiar ap- 
pearance, which the iky occafionally exhibit* 
during the heat of fuoimcr over the ftrait be* 
tween Calabria and Sicily. Palaces^ gr<Aref, 
and gardens, appear in beautiful order and 
rapid fucceffion. It is mentioned by Mr, 
Brydone, and accounted for by Mr. Swinburn 
in a fatisfaftory manner in the firft volume of 
his travels into Sicily. From her likewife wc 
may derive our Morgan dc Faye ; the patroncft 
of Arthur in romantic lore, and his conduftrcft 
to the land of Faery. She was probably im* 
ported into Europe from the Eaft U a very 
early period, with other beings of the fana^ 
unfubftantial nature, who now people the ideal 
regions of northeifa mythology. 

over- 
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bverthrew thofe rebellious fpirits. TKe 
imprifonment of Mars in a dungeon 
by Otus and Ephialtes is nearly a coun- 
terpart of this ffcory. The confinement 
of Degial, ftyled by the tranflator 
" the Arabian Antichrift," Ihall be 
hereafter noticed. Thefe coincidences 
in fabulous theology would afford in- 
terefting objects of invefligation to thofe 
who are converfant in oriental litera- 
ture. But it is time to drop a fubjedl 
to the difcuffion of which I find myfelf 
unequal. 

In exhibiting the merits of this work, 
I ought not to omit that it is generally 
allowed to delineate jufHy the manners 
of the Ealiern nations : and even its 
miraculous circumftancesy as was before 
remarked, are not always. to be con- 
demned as abfurd and ridiculous be- 
caufe bold and fanciful. They are fre- 
quently to be traced to a claflic origin, 
or to other fources, which on a curfory 
view would be little fufpeAed. The 

author 
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fttithot is not always erring in his exira^ 
vagance. The enquiry ftruck me as 
fomewhat curious, and forms the fubjeft 
pf the following cflky. But as the ex-* 
animation at large would have' proved 
an endlefs labour, I have confined my-* 
felf to a finglc ftory, ** the Voyages of 
Sindbad,'* which may not be unjuftly 
denominated 

The Arabian OnysSEir* 



It feems indeed^ ^' if fmall things may 
be compared with great," to- bear the 
fame refemblance to that performance^ 
as an oriental mofch does to a Grecian 
temple. The conftitucnt parts of the 
firft may be feparately confidered as to 
theip efFeft and beauty : each forms a 
little whole by itfelf. A court neatly 
paved with marble, yet feemingly un- 
conne<9:ed with the building, richlyi* 
fculptured galleries irregularly placed, 
C and 
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and various mlnar^s gilt and ornament-* 
cd, rifing in gay confufion, alternately 
engage and diftradk the attention. But 
in the Grecian temple all the parts har-» 
monife together, and compofe one lim- 
ple and magnificent whole. The fame 
kind of Saracenic mafonry, more fe- 
Ihionable in Spenfer's days than in 
ours, is difcoverable in his Faery ^jteen. 
It conftitutes a different order of poetic 
architefture from that of the claflical 
Epic; and its inferiority muft be al- 
lowed, tliough it poffefles fomc peculiar 
and ^ropriate beauties. 



VOYAGE I. 



Smdbad informs his auditors^ that^ 
being deiirous to improve the fortune 
bequeathed to him by his .fether, he 
converted his property into money, 

quitted 
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quitted Bagdad, and embarked at Bal- 
fora, a port in the Perfian gulf, to trade 
at the ifles of Fak-VaJk or Japan; fo 
called, as the tranflator fuppofes, from 
a tree which bears a fruit of that name. 
The Ihip in its vpyage thither touches 
at different ifles*, and is fuddenly be- 

* The Arabians were ignorant of the ufc 
of the compafs in nautical affairs, till they 
had been inftru6ted by Europeans. Renaudot^ 
in his enquiry into their firft idtcrcoiirfc with 
China, remarks, that " they were merely coaft- 
crs, and never ventured to leave the land but 
for fome fhore at no great didance. In their 
rout to China, they failed from the Pcrlian 
gulf, thence ranged along the fliore to the 
.point of Malabar, and having doubled it, whe- 
ther they ftood over for the iiles of Andaman^ 
or made for fonae other port in the gulf of 
Bengal, they never flirred from the land, were 
/Jicitous about i/lands and anchoring, grounds 
which our people now avoid as much as pof- 
ble.** The conduct of Sindbad's fellow-tra- 
vellers will be always found confonant to thcfe 
obfervationf. 

C % calmed 



'Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( ao ) 

calmed near a fmall one whofe furface 
was almoft " level with the water, and 
rcfembled a green meadow." The cap- 
tain orders the fails to be furled, and 
permits feveral of his crew, among 
whom Sindbad was one, to land on 
tlie coaft, that they might drefs fome 
provifions, and refrefli themfelves after 
the fatigues of their voyage. 

Their intentions are executed in the 
manner propofed : but in the midft of 
their banquet the ifl^d fuddenly fhakes 
in a terrible manner ; and thofe on Ihip- 
board exhort them to re-embark im- 
mediately ; affuring them, at the fame 
time, that they had miftaken the back 
of an enormous whale for an ifland. 
They haftily obey the fummons, and all 
of them, Sindbad excepted, are taken 
on-board. Not being fo expeditious as 
his companions, he is left, whilft the 
monfter finks beneath him, ftruggling 
with the biUows. He fupports himfelf 
on a log of wood, which had been taken 

. from 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( « ) 

from the fliip with many others to make 
a fire ; and the fervor of which, we may 
conclude, by afFedting the whale with 
fome difagreeable fenfations, had dif- 
turbed the placidity of his repofe. A 
favourable gale rifes on a fudden, and 
the Ihip purfues its courfe : while Sind- 
bad, after having been toffed a day and 
night by the waves, is thrown on a 
wild and uncultivated ifland. 

In mitigation of the firft fi<5titioils oc- 
currence, it may be noticed, and I fpeak 
from the authority of a gentleman who 
has often navigated the Indian octin, 
that moft of the Lackadivi, which 
fold the fea near Cape Comorin in ♦ 
prodigious numbers, exadtly refemble 
in appearance the fuppofed ifland of 
Sindbad ; and as by them he muft have 
ihaped his courfe to Japan, how can we 

^ From this circumftance the name may have 
been derived ; as Lack fignifies a hundred thou- 
land, and divi an ifland. 

C 3 entertam 
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entertain a doubt but that his com- 
panions miftook the whale for one of 
them ? In regard to its magnitude, our 
author is fufficiently countenanced by 
Pliny *, and by Canius Julius SoJinus'f'; 
ivho after him afferts, that ^^ J»dica 
tnaria balanas hahent ultra fpatia quatuor 
Jugerum X-** If we except againft the . 
incident wc involve our great Englilh 
poet in the fame cenfure. Copying a 
limilar tradition, he mentions theLcvia- 
than as ^^ that fea-beaft," 



m I ■ which God of all his works 
Created bugeO: that fwim the ocean flood. 



* Nat.Hift. L.IX. C.3. 

f Solinus was a Roman, and coatemptuoufly 
ftyled by lome writers Pliniijimia, He is com- 
monly, indeed, merely the echo of thofc fictions 
which the other retailed, 

X C. 55, See likewife Bochart's Hierozdicon, 
voU I. I. 5Qf Frankfurt Ed. 

Him 
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Him haply Jkmhering on tbe Norway foatn^ 
The pilot of fome fmall night-foundered ikifF| 
Deeming fome ijlandy oft, as fcamen tell, 
With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind. 
Moors by his fide." Pi L. B. I. 

Milton in thefe lines, by a lingular 
kind of coincidence, points out fome of 
the moft ftriking circumftances in the 
Arabian fabulift. If the fiftion requires 
any farther apology, the reader is re- 
ferred to the. Bifhop of Pontoppidon's . 
Kracen, of which Sindbad*s whale 
may be confidered as a diminutive fpe- 
cies; or to thofe mentioned by Olaus 
Magnus * : they are of a fmaller fize, 
and agree with the whales of Pliny and 
Solinus. Thofe that occur in the wri- 
tings of the Arabian profeflbrs of the- 
ology and the Jewifh Rabbi, of which 
bochart gives fome account, are of 
much more extravagant dimenfions: and 
the learned philologift obferves, that 

* L. XXI. c. 9, 10. 

' C 4 " Hchr^ 



'Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( H ) 

<* Hebrai fape mendaces in hoe arguments 

fotijjimum mentiuntur liber alijftme *." 

For fome days our adventurer fqp- 
ports himfelf, like the knights-errant of 
old in a wildernefs, on the herbs of the 
^feld, ancj^3.ter from the fountain. At 
length, in the courfe of his peregrina* 
tions, h.? is not a little furprifed at ob- 
ferving a mare tied to a flake; and^ 
^hilft Jie is contemplating this unac-» 
(Tountabb phaenomenon, he hears with 
pp l^s aftonilhment the vpices of men 
under ground. He is foon relieved from 
Jiis terror by their appearance at the 
mouth of a cave. They inform him 
that they Wicre grooms belonging to a 
JCing MiHRAGE ; and that it was their 
(ruftorj^ to efcoff thither annually fome 
of his mares, who regularly, at peculiar 
(imes, received fhe attentions of a horfe 
^liich came to them from the fea : that 
gfter this interpourfe he wpijd infallibly 

f Hierozoicop, L. I. e, 7, 

, devour 
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devour the late objeA of his afFe<ftions,* 
if they themfelves did not fuddenly ap- 
• pear, and compel him, by loud Ihouts, 
to retire and take refuge in the bcean ; 
and that the ofF-fpring of tbefe amours 
were preferred for the king's ufe, and 
denominated sea-horses. The inter- 
yiew takes place according to .the 
groom's reprefentation ; and, after the 
conclufion of the ceremony, Sindbad 
forfakes his melancholy abode, and em- 
barks with them for the territories of 
King Mihrage. 

To this extravagant fable I can only 
find fome flight refemblance in the po« 
etical records of Greece* The horfcs 
of Neptune, whofe wonderful celerity 
is noticed in the opening of the 13th 
Iliad, might have fuggefted the idea; 
or the amours of Boreas with the mares 
of EricSlhonius, who, a§ Mr. Popo 
iweetly lings. 



cn» 
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■ . ** enamoured * of the fprigLtly tram, 

Concealed his godhead in a flowing mane : 
With voice dificmbled to his loves he neighed. 
And courfed the dappled beauties o'er the 
mead.** II. XX. 264. 

From fuch kind of fupernatural con- 
ne6tions a breed of peculiar fwiftnefs 
might, without doubt, be reafonably 
cxpefted. 

Poffibly the paflage is allegorical ; and 
merely fignifies that Mihrage, a prudent 
prince, was in the habit of fending his 
mares annually to another country, be^ 
yondfca^ to improve the breed of horfes 
in his own. If we would throw up the 
reins to our fancy a little, we may af- 

* On this pafTage the commentator gravely 
obferves, that ** Homer has the happinefs of 
making the leaft circumftance confidcrable." But 
Homer falls infinitely fl)ort of his flowery tranf- 
lator, to. whom the iniages in the two laft lines 
entirely belong* 

certain 
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certain in idea the identical fpot. Wolf*, 
in his account of Ceylon, fays, that 
there are three iflands in its neighbour- 
hood, called Il&as de Cavalos, from the 
wild horfes with which they abounded ; 
that the Dutch mercliants, at particular 
times, fent their mares thither for the fake 
of breeding from them, and commonly 
fold the foals at a confiderable price. 
This, wfe may fairly fuppofe, was an an- 
cient cuftom which they adopted ; and 
it will hereafter appear that the breed of 
native horfes in the territories of Mih- 
rs^e required improvement. 

Sindbad is now introduced to this 
, monarch, who commiferates his mif- 
fortunes, and treats him with kindnefs 
juid hofpitality. His capital is faid to 
be fituated near a fine harbour, where 
ihips daily arrived from all quarters of 
the world ; his territories are reprefented 
as very extenfive; and his fubjefts as 
intelligent and civilized, 

* Eng, TranC p, i68. 
6 Here, 
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Here, by one of thofe accidents which 
occur fo frequently in romance, and fo 
rarely in real life, Sindbad meets the 
captain of the veffel who left him float- 
ing on the ocean, and wherein he fup- 
pofed him to have perilhed. Having 
completed his voyage to the original 
place of defUnation, he was now on his 
return to Balfora. With fome difficulty 
Sindbad makes himfelf known to him, 
and finds that he had very honefUy 
taken care of the property he left on 
Ihipboard, and had improved it greatly; 
intending, on his return, to reftore to 
'Sindbad's relations the capital and its 
• accumulated profits. 

Our traveller prefente fome curious 
articles, the produft of the voyage, to 
Mihrage, and receives others of greater 
value from that monarch. He trafficks 
with the people of the country, and 
carries away with him ** wood of aloes, 
fanders, camphire, nutmegs, cloves, 
pepper, and ginger/* He at lafl arrives 

at 
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at Balfora, and thence proceeds to his 
native city. 

In this part of the narrative there ap- 
pears nothing fabulous. In the ^^ ac- 
count of India and China by two Mo- 
hammedan travellers in the 9th century** 
we find a defcription of the ifland of 
Zapage, which agrees in many refpefts 
with this in Sindbad's ftory. 

** It is oppofite to China *, and a 
month's fail diftant therefrom by fea, 
or lefs if the wind be fair. The king of 
this country is called Mehrage, and 
they fay that it is 900 leagues in cir- 
cumference, and that this king is matter 
of many iflands which lie round about. 
Serboza 400 leagues in circuit. Rah- 
Mi 800, productive of red- wood and 
camphire. CALA'f' in the mid paffage 

between 

* P. 61. 

f ^enaudot fuppofes Cala from this paffage 
to be the capital of fome country near the point 
of Malabar. Feninfulas and iilands, he ob- 
fc ves, were known to the Arabians by one 

common 
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between China and Arabia^ 80 league! 
in circumference, whither merchants 
conftantly brought wcx)d-aloes of feveral 
forts, camphire, fandal wood, ivory, 
the lead called Cabahi, ebony, red^ 
wood, and every kind of fpice/* Here 
we find all Sindbad's commodities. The 
traveller adds, that " the palace of king 
Mehrage is ftill to be feen on a river 
as broad as the Tigris at Bagdad or at 
Balfora : the fea intercepts ^e courfe of 
its waters, and fends it back again with 

common name: and, if the circumference of 
Cala was not mcationed, we might fuppofe 
Calecut to be the place intended. It was 
for many centuries the great emporium of the 
Indies, the ufual refidence of " the kings of the 
Indies,'* and much frequented by the Arabian 
merchants at the time the Portugefe, under 
Gama, arrived there. But I rather fufpe6^ that 
this traveller alludes to an illand which is called 
Keta in the fourth voyage of Sindbad. Its fitu- 
ation and products will be found to agree with 
what is mentioned in the text, 

• 

the 
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the tide of the flood, and during the 
tide of ebb it ilreams out freih water a 
good way into the fea.*' 

The Arabians in their moft profperous 
ilate Were very inaccurate geographers ; 
and, after making fome allowances for 
that circumftance, this defcription will 
be found in feveral inftances extremely 
applicable to Borneo. RAHMi^its neigh- 
bouring ifland, is one of the various Ara- 
bic names for Sumatra. Lameri * is an- 
other : and Sir William Jones appre- 
hends, that ^* the ifland, known to the 
Arabians by the name of SoBORMA'f*, 
or Mehrage, was Borneo. The latter, 
we may conclude, was appropriated to 
it as an honorary memorial of its great 
monarchy which the word -literally im- 
plies. Mandeville, who is not always 

* See Renaudot's Remarks on the Moham* 
medan Travellers of' the gth Century, and 
Marfden's Account of Sumatra. 

\ See Jone«*s Defcription of Afia, c, j. 

to 
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to be difcrcditcd, places ** a grfet yfo 
clcpt SuMOBOK, the kyng whereof was 
rightc myghty,*' between Lamaray 
and Java ; this we may likewife fairly 
underftand to be Borneo. 'Its fize, 
though the largeft ifla^d in the Indian 
ocean, and that of its river, is, without 
doubt, greatly magnified; yet it is fomc- 
what remarkable that ^* its prefent * 
principal city is fituated near a great 
falt-water lake, and built on fmall ifles 
like Venice ; on the Eaft fide is a fafc 
deep harbour at the fneuth of a great 
river ^ capable of the greateft Ihips/' 

The hofpitality, power, and magni- 
ficence of the king of Borneo, Raia 
Siripada, is mentioned by Pigafetta-f-, 
Magellan's fellow traveller, and the firft 

* I quote from Brice's iDi6tionary, the accu- 
racy af whofe information is generally allowed 
to atone for his defcdivc Hylc. His account 
agrees with what is faid of Borneo in Purchas't 
Pilgrimes and Harris's ColleiSlion. 

t Purchas's Pilg. v. I, b. *• 

litcr^^^jr 
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literary circumnavigator* Hfe feigned^ 
it is faid> over many other kings^ iflands> 
and cities, and that which was his plac6 
of refidence contained a5jOQO houjfesv 
Maximilian of Tranfylvariia, who gives 
an account of the fame voyage, enlarges 
on thefe circtimftances ; but adds, ^^ equi 
perexigui 8t exiles funt/* We are not 
to wonder, therefore, that the monarch 
in the text was fo defirous of improving 
-the diminutive race. 

It muft be.needlefs to obferve, that the 
Mehrage, mqationed by Sindbad*s coun- 
trymen, is aot the fame monarch here 
introduced, but one of much greater 
antiquity* He, however, is alluded to 
in the 6th voyage, as being no lefs cele*- 
brated for wifdom and power among 
the Indians, than Solomon was atnbng 
the Arabians; and an anecdote*, re- 
corded by one of the " Mohammedan 
travellers'* relative to his vi^ory over a 

D king 
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king of Komar ♦, proves tHat his re- 
putation was. not tindefervedly acquired'^ 
The prefent Mbhra&e, often an here- 
ditary title among the Indian princes, 
and Pigafetta*s Raia Siripada, ma^^iairly 
be reckoned as hh fucceifors at leaft, if 
xkQt his defcendante. 

*' There belongs, it is faid, to this 
king an ifland named Cassel. They 
.affured me that every night a noife of 
drunu was heard there, whence the ma- 
riners fancied that it was the relidence 
of Dbg I A i^ I had an inclination to 
fee this wonderfid pkce, and in my 
ivay thither iaw fiibes of loo and ^oo 
cubits long, that occaiion more fear than 
hurt ; for they ue fo fearful, that they 

^ Probably at^ritoiy that derived Us name 
from Cape Comorinf Ftokmy calls it K«p Mf«», 
tut places at ho gr^at diftance to the North-caft 

tivitas. (Geog. L. VII.) This was its original 
title according to Maffeus. *' Promontoriatn 
Cori quod Comorini caput iucolit ^mcant^ 
(Hii. Ind. L. I. p. i6.) 

4 will. 
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t^ill fly Upon the rattling of two fticks 
6r boards. Ifaw, likewife, other filhes 
about a cubit in length, which had heads 
like owU.^\ 

Ibt^dX IS well known in Moham- 
fhedah theology. A wild, but intereft- 
hig ftijry concerning this Daemon of 
evil occurs in the Perfian Tales*, which 
Is likewife a genuine oriental . compofi- 
tion, tie is the fuppofed chief of the 
Genii iii reSellidn againftAlIa, and ex- 
pected, previous to the conclufion oi 
fhe world, to burff the chains by which 
he is now confined, and to bring all 
parts of it. in fubjeAion to himfelf, 
Mecea, Medina, Tarfus, and Jerufa* 
lem, excepted. A fimilar idea feems to 
have prevailed among the moft cele- 
brated ancient nations. Degial ap- 
pears to be the fame as the Arimanius 
of' the Perfians, the Typhon of Egypt, 
and Lok of Scandinavia* H^ likewife 

• Day 200, 

D % wa» 
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was expefted, by the votaries of Odiit^ 
at feme future period, to burft his fetters, 
to contend with other malignant fpirits 
againft theceleftial deities, and tofpread 
ruin and devaftation through the uni- 
verfe. They probably derived the idea 
from their forefathers the Getae ; who, 
according to Herodotus*, when it 
thundered and lightened, Ihot their ar- 
rows at the clouds, on the fuppoiition 
that their gods were at fuch times en- 
gaged witli hoftile deities. In a fimilar 
manner the Goths -f, in much later 
days, exprefled their zeal to oppofe the 
attempts of Lok and his rebellious aflb- 
ciates : for that purpofe their arms, and 
fometimes their horfes likewife, were 
buried with them. 

The Chinefe found their trumpets, 
drums, and cymbals, the Hindoos 
crowd the banks of the Ganges, ftruck 

• Melpom*' 

t OU Mag, L. iii. c. 8. 

with 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



< 37 ) 

With religious*, terror at an eclipfe ; 
and the fame caufe, we may conclude, 
gave birth to their fears and their 
devotion, — the prevailing idea that 
there were two fpecies of Deities ; dne 
the agents of prefervation, the other 
of deftrudlion: and, where the bold 
Getae and hardy Scandinavians ex- 
prefled their anxious ardour to affift 
the former in the Ihock of arms, the 
more timid Afiatics were in hopea to 

♦ I have, indeed, been informed by a 
gentleman who has frequently witnefled this 
ft6t of devotion, that he apprehends it is ra* 
ther continued fr^^m hereditary fuperfiitioa 
than Ileal terror^ The Bramtu« are fo well 
verfed in - agronomical calculations; the fua 
^nd moon, from age to age, have fo inva< 
riably efcaped the dragon's clutches ; that their 
danger excites no great degree of apprehenfioa 
in the moft vulgar minds. The continuance 
of the ceremony, however, fufficiently proves 
the wonderful force of the original impreffion. 

D 3 aid 
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aid Uiem by fupplication^ an4 fupcr-* 
ftitious ceremonies. 

How are we tp account for thofc wars 
of the Giants and the Gods, of the 
Soors and Aflbors, of the good and 
evil Genii ? are they derived from fome 
imperfeA tradition of Satan and his re- 
bellious angels ? or, are we tp confider 
them as figurative reprefentations of real 
events, as mutilated accounts of the 
early ftruggles for dominion over the 
infant world among the more immediate 
defc^ndants of Noah? or, may we, 
laftly, fuppofe that the ide^ W4S fug-* 
gefled from that difficulty, which muft 
liav^ ftruck . the contemplative mind, 
in attempting to account for the intro* 
dudlion of evil ? 

The roaring of the waves amidft the 
hollow rocks of Cassel might, not im- 
probably, have refembled the found of 
drums; and they were an early appen- 
dangc to royalty a,moi^ the caftern na- 
tions. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 39 ) 

tionsL Strabo fays, tliat, when the Ihr 
dian kings hunted, drums ltd the pro- 
ceflion: npo^^vTcr/ rvfLTroofigm nta wwSw* 
w^popoi *. He fiippofes, that they were 
introduced into Greece by the compa- 
nions of Bacchus ; and, I believe, it is 
now generally imagined that the Bac-* 
chus^f", or Dionyfos of. the Greeks, i$ 

* Geog. L. XV, 

t This opinion, and the demation ^ the 
Grecian deities from India, have hf late been 
Sibly fupported: and the following qtsotation 
from a rcfpeftable traveller in the beginning of 
the 17th century, when wefcarcely entertained 
any i^ea of thefe circiimftances, and which 
was confequently not written to fupport jany hy* 
potheiis, will ftrengthen the fuppofition, 
•* Casta (a town near Mufiiapatan) is infa- 
mous for idolatry. The Mofques (hew art iti 
the fculpture, but are hateful in their impiout 
devotion, their pagods bearing fome refem* 
blance with the images of Priapus and Pan^ 
which Senritts defcribes with great eyes, a flat 
D 4 nofCf 
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no other than the Indian Rama. Drums 
are ftill the accompaniments of regal' 
pomp in Hinduflan. and China : and the 
Arabians will permit none but fove- 
reigns,' or theii* deputies, to poflefs the 
No'^ut, * which is carried with their 
camps, and the beating of which regu- 
lates their tim^. We learn alfo, from 
Ali Yezdi's account of the inauguration 

nofe, wide mouth, four great horn?, a long 
beard, claws for hands, and crook-legged, . all 
over deformed. The feads of Bacchus arf 
ftill here . celebrated, for they cover themfelvcf 
with Ikins, adorn their heads and treifes with 
ivy; ia one band holding, a javelin, and in the 
other cymbals of brafs, and timbrels, attended 
by nuny boys and girls, which ramble like fq 
.m:.py diilraAed people up and down, and lb i^ 
ving; to rend the air with their continued cla* 
naours." [Harris's Collet. Vol. J. 460. il^ 
Ed. J Mr, Welford derives the name of Bac* 
chus from Bhagavat,' the preferving power. 
[Af. Refearchcs, Vol. 111. 352,] Bochart 
frooi Bar<uus, the fon pf Chus, /. r, Nimrod. 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 41 ) 

of Tamerlane, A. D. 1369, that, among 
other ceremonies,, *^ a holy man * put 
into his hands a drum and ftandard as 
the infignia of imperial authority/* 

With thi3 inftrument fome ideas of 
royalty and religion muft natiirally have 
been aflbciated in the minds of an 
Afiatic ; and a found echoing from a 
wild and defolate fhore, limilar to that 
which it ufually produces, would of 
courfe excite fome degree of reverential 
awe. Superftition might eafily be led 
to imagine it a kind of honorary dif- 
tindlion attending fome malevolent deity, 
or powerful daemon : and the Arabians, 
when they began to navigate thofd feas, 
would as naturally conclude that dsemoit 
to be Degial. Bartholomew Leonardo 
de Argenfola, a learned divine, em- 
ployed by the prefident and council of 
the Indies to write a hiftory of the dif- 
'Covery and conqueft of the Moluccas, 

# Richardfon's Diff, 

obferves. 
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c>bferves9 that near Banda is ^.* a defert 
and uninhabited ifland^ called Poelfet^ 
ton, infamous for ftrongcr rcafons than 
the Acroceraunian rocks. There are 
Cries^ whifiles, and roarings, in it at 
dU times, and dreadful apparitions are 
feen, &c. ; and long experience has 
fliewn that it is inhabited by Devils *•" 
May it not be reafonably fufpeAed, 
that this is the fame ifland as CaiTel; 
atnd that the Spanifli writer, like the 
Arabian, appropriated to the fuperfti- 
tion of his own country a traditional 
report of India ? 

A circumftance, of the fame nature 
probably with that in the text, occurs 
in claiiic hiftory. The furges that burft 
|r6und the rocks of Scylla, 

— •* nmltis circum latrantlius undis,** 

conveyed to the Greek mariners an idea 
pf the barking of dogs. - They, ac- 

* Sec Stcfcn'i CoJIcft, of Voyages, Vol.1, 

cording 
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cording to cuilom», called t&em idte 
mythological exiftence, and perfonificd 
the rock itfelf. 

In regard to Sindbad's moxifters of 
the deep, we may find in Pliny *, md 
in Solinus after him, that th« ceU o( 
the Ganges are not inferior to hi$ 
prodigious fiflies. " Anguillas ^ ad 
tricenos pedes longas educat Ganges." 
The Ganges, however, produces nana 
of this kind at prefent ; but fea ferpents, 
of an extraordinary fi?e, are often feen 
in great numbers on the Malabar co^ft^ 
near which Sindbad mxxft Jxave pafled iq 
bis way homeward. 

A method^ no lefs eafy than that bf 
which he had put thofe fiflies to flight, 
was adopted byNearchus: who, when 
his failors were ftruck with confierna-^ 
tion at the appearance of a f^rmidablt 

* Nat. Hift. L, ix. c. 3. 

+ C. Iv. Sec alfo iEKan*$ Nat. Hift, Lixvii. 
f. u 

ftoal 
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fhoal of Whales in the Perfian gulf*, 

Should the bearing of fijhes be ftill a 
matter, of controverfy, the conoirrent 
tcflimony of thofe voyagers, who na- 
vigated the fame feas, will fettle the 
debate at once. Ta them we may 
add the authority of Munfter, who 
tells us in his ** Cofmography," that 
the great whales near Iceland are often 
prevented from overturning veffels by 
the found of drums and trumpets, 
which efFcdlually frightens them. 
Thofe who may be ftill fceptical* as to 
this point, and interefted in its arbi- 
tration, are referred to an article in the 
Philofophical Tranfacftions -f- of the 
Royal Society, by Mr. John Hunter ; 
and to the *^ftru<9ture and phyfiology of 
fifties" explained by Dr. Monro. They 
will find thofe treatifes fatisfadlory and 



* Strabo'f Gcog. L. xv. 
t VoI.LXXIL PartlL 
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convincing on the affinxiative £d[e ol 
the queftion. 

^ The owl-faced natives of the deep 
are countenanced by father Martini *, 
who mentions an animal in the fea of 
Canton, ^* which had the head of a 
bird ^ and the tail of a fifli; * 

* Martini was a jefuit, born at Trent, and 
lived many years in China in the beginning of 
the 17th century. 

f A fiih, called the parrot-beak, is de- 
icribed by Willoughby, (Appendix, j>« 34) ; 
and an engraving of it given ^ Tab. x. fig 9* 
We find likewife a coloured print of it in 
Catelby^s Natural Hiftory of Carolina, The 
refemblance to the bird, however, is much 
more confpicuous in its colours than the forma- 
tion of its head. 



VOYAGE 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 4« ) 



VOYAGE II. 



Sindbad, after having traded for 
fome time advantageoufly from iiland 
to iiland, lands, with many of his com- 
panions, upon one which abounded 
with fruit-trees, limpid llreams, and 
flowery meadows. He takes, with him 
fome wine aiid proviiionsy makes si 
cheerful meal on the banks of a riter 
beneath the fhade of two lofty trees^ 
aad afterwards links into a deep repofe* 
On awaking he find^ that his compa* 
nions had forfaken him, and perceives 
the diftant veffel almoft loft on the 
verge of the horizon. He feels, for 
a while, the fevereft pangs of agony 
and defpair, but afterwards fubmiffively 
teligns himfelf to the fupreme will* 

He 
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He climbs z mountain, and bcbolds 6tk 
one fide nothing but ikies and £ea9« 
On the other fomething white attiadb 
his notice, and, on approaching to exa- 
mine it, he perceives it to be a huge 
round bowl, about 50 paces in circum- 
ference, with a fmooth and palifhod 
furfiice. 

The fun was now ready to fet, amd 
the Iky fuddenly grew dark, as if ca- 
Tcred.with a thick cloudi His forprize 
and terror are not diminifhed on peti- 
ceiving that it was caufed by the ihadow 
of a ftupendous bird diredling her 
flight towards him. He apprehendd, 
and juftly, that this was the winged 
monfier, of which he had heard failora 
talk, called the roc, and that the 
** huge white bowl" was its egg. The 
bird defcerids, and fits on it in the bjA 
of incubation. Sindbad, who had crept 
clofe to the egg, being blefled with an . 
admirable prefence of mind, faftens 
himfelf to one of the bird*s legs with , 

the 
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the linen clqth which was wi^apped 
around his turban. In the mornings 
agreeably to his hopes, the Roc takes 
her flight; and, foaring above the 
clouds, urges her courfe with fuch ra- 
pidity, as almoft deprives him of his 
fenfcs. She, at length, defcends on the 
. earth : he unties the knots with which 
he had fattened himfelf to her leg ; and 
the bird, foon afterw^ards, picks up a 
monftrous ferpent and flies away with 

it. 

If any one choofes to look into Bo* 
chart's Hierozoicon *, he may find 
a more extravagant account ^of this bird, 
extradled from Arabian authors, than 
what is here given by Sindbad. Marcd 
Paulo de Veneto-f-, a celebrated tra- 
veller 

* VoUII. p. 84. 

f Marco Paulo rcfided 17 years in the cotirt of 
the Khan of Tartary, and was the firft European 
who gave any account of China to be depended 

upon^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 49 ) 

veller in tlie i3fth century, has a whole 
chapter ^^ de maximi ave Ruch*." 
He there fays, that thi?s bird was occa* 
lionally found in iflands difficult of ac- 
cefs, which lie towards the South of 
Madagafcar ; thaft fojaae pec^le who had 
feen it affirmed, that the wing fealherfe 
were twelve paces ia leiigth, and aH 
the other parts correfpondent to theitu 
Tbefe birds, he adds, would fometimes 
feize and fly away with an elephant, 
on whofe flelh they vifually fed; and 

upon* What he fpeaks from his own know- 
ledge has been ^eneralJy confirmed by fnbfe- 
quent Voyagers. His fabulous narratives are 
of a fimilar kind to thofe mentioned by Mande- 
ville, Vertomannus, and other ancient tra- 
vellers, into the Eaft, Sindbad included, as a 
farther examination of his voyages will plamly 
Ihcw. 

* L. iii. c. 40. Novus OrbiB. See alfo 
Ramufio's colledion of voyages, printed at 
Venice, A, D. 1635* torn. ii. p. 5S, 

E that 
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that he acquired his information from an 
officer of the great Khan, who had been 
confined many years in one of thofe 
iilands. 

Though this account of the officer 
was highly exaggerated, it was probably 
built on feme foundation in truth. 
Pigafctta mentions, that he had heard 
there were fowls of fuch ftrength and 
magnitude near the gulf of China, as to 
be capable of carrying large animals ^ 
through the air : and that a bird, of ftu- 
pendous fize, exifts in the fouthem parts 
of the Indian ocean, appears from* the 
teftimony of an Englifh navigator, 
whpfe veracity is as imqueftioned as his 
profeffional abilities. It is mentioned 
in Dr. Kippis's life of Cook -J:, that he 
found in an ifland, not far from New 
Holland, a bird's neft which was built 
with flicks upon the ground, and was 

^ Ramufio, torn. i. p. 36^. 

i" P. 146. 

no 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( Si ) 

ho lefs than fix and twenty feet in cir - 
cumference, and two feet eight inches 
in height. 

To return to Sindbad. On looking 
around him, he perceives his prefent, 
to be no lefs deplorable than his former, 
fituation. He finds himfelf in a deep 
valley, furrounded by inacceflible pre- 
cipices, ftrewed with diamonds of an 
immenfe fize arid exqiiifite beauty ; the 
contemplation of which would have af- 
forded pleafure, had not other objects 
infpired fenfations of a very different 
nature. This valley, it is faid, abounded 
with ferpents of fuch a prodigious mag- 
nitude, that " the leafl: of them was 
capable of fwallowing an elephant." 
A cave, whofe entrance was '^ low and 
ftrait," and' which Sindbad barricadoed- 
with a large ftone, protefts him from 
their fury during the night ; at the ap- 
pearance of morn they retire to their 
hiding places. He fupports himfelf for 
E a feme 
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fome time on a fcaaty &ock of provi- 
fions, whieh he had prudently takea 
with him, inclofcd in a leathern pouch- 
One day, after having eaten a. fparing 
meal in the valley, he falls afleep ; but 
his reft is interrupted by a large piece 
of frefh meat which fell near the place 
where he lay, and he foon afterwards 
beholds other pieces tumbling down the 
ftyrounding precipices. 

He now recolkdls having heard (but 
he " always confidered it as a fable^) 
of a vaUey of diamonds, and of the 
ftratagems adopted by merchants to pro- 
cure them : of its being the cuftom, at 
the fcafon when eagles bred in the fur- 
roundmg mountains, to throw vaft 
joints of meat into the valley, and the 
diamonds, on whofe points the meat 
fell, would adhere to it. Qn the 
fight of fuch unufual dainties, thefe' 
eagles (" much ftronger in this coun- 
try than any where elfe",) would 
defcend from their lofty ftation in 

hopes 
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hopes of conveying the prey to their 
fiefts on the rocky fummits* Whilft 
they were thus employed, it was the 
merchants' occupation to watch their 
proceedings, to appear at the proper 
time, and, by extreme vociferation, 
compel them through fear to drop their 
precious morfels; which commonly 
afforded thefe adventurers an ample 
compenfation for their labour. 

Sindbad now begins to entertain fome 
hopes of efcaping: be fills his pouch 
with the moft vahiable diamonds ; ties 
himfelf with the cloth of his turban to 
the largeft piece of meat he could find ; 
Itnd, placing himfelf beneath it, waits, 
we may fuppofe with no very perfeft 
compofure, the event. 

A huge eagle defcends, and having 
feized on the meat and its appendage, 
ihe. depofits them near her nefl: ; the 
merchants advance with loud Ihouts, 
which caufe her to fly away, and Sind- 
ibad, to their no finall furprize, makes his 
E 3 appear- 
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^pearance. This ftory need not be 
purfued any farther. It is fufficient to 
add, that the fortunate Aeronaut en- 
riched both himfelf and the other mer- 
chants. 

However wild this narrative naay fcem, 
it is countenanced by writers of a dif- 
ferent caft from our author. 

The following paff^ge is from Epi» 
phanius " de duodecioi lapidibus ra-» 
tionali facerdotis infixis." Francifco 
Turiano ipterprete, — ^ " Hyacinthus 
igneo propemodum colore .eft: in in- 
teriori Scythiae B^rbarle reperitur. Ve- 
tetes porro totum Boreale clima ubi 
Gothi morantur, ac Dauni, Scythiam 
^ppellare cpnfueverunt. Ibi igitur in 
eremo magnae Scythiae penitiori vallis 
eft quae hinc atque inde montibus lapi- 
d^is veluti muris cindta, hominibus eft 
invia, longeque profundiffima : ita ut 
c fublimi vertice montium tanquam ex 
moenibus defpe6tanti non liceat vallis 
folum intueri; fed ob loci profundi-^ 
tq.tem denfae adeo funt tenebrae, ut 

chaos 
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chaos ibi qupddam efle videatlir. A 
regibus qui illuc aliquando fiint pro- 
fedli, quidam rei ad ilia loca damnantur^ 
qui ma<5tatos agnos in vallem, detr^tSla 
pelle, prqjiciunt. Adhaerefcunt lapiUi, 
feque ad eas cariues agglutinant. Aquilae 
vero, quae in illorutn montium vertice 
degunt, nidorem carnium fecutae d^voi- 
lant, agnofque quibus lapilli adhaefe- 
runt exportant. Dum autem carnibus 
vefcuntur, lapilli in cacumine montium 
remanent. At ii qui ad ea loca funt 
daninati, obfervantes ubi carnes aquilae 
depaverint, accxirrimt feruntque lapil- 
los*. 

As Sindbad does not inform us in 
what part of the worjd he met with a 

* Vide Epiphanii opera a Petaio, Coloniae, 
1682, torn, ii, p. 233. Epiphanius was bifliop 
of Salamis, and died in the year 403. He is 
fpoken of in term« .of great re^e6t by many ec« 
cieftaftical writers; and St. Jerom flyles the 
little treatifc from which I have quoted, " cgrc- 
gium volumen, quod ii legere voiueris pleniffi- 
;^siai fqentjiam confcqueris !*' 

E 4 vallejr 
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valley of diamonds, it might, \«ith 
fiifficient appearance of probability, be 
fuppofed, that he had heard of this 
ideal one in Scythia, and alluded to it. 
If Scythia, however, fhould be thought 
too remote for our traveller's aerial .ex- 
curfion, a valley of the fame kind is at 
pur option in another part of the globe^ 
and in the very track which the Ara* 
bians followed in their voyage to China. 
Marco Paulo fays, ^^ Ultra regnuin 
Maabar* [Malaba^r] per tniile miliaria 
jcft regnum Murfili • . . • • in quibufdam 
hujus regni montibus inveniuntur add" 
mantes. Nam quum pluit egrediuntur 
homines ad rivos aquarum qui de mon- 
tibus defcendunt, Sc in aren^ multot^ 
leguat adamantes. ^ftatis quoque 
tempore afcendunt montes cum magna^ 
difEcultate propter ferventem calorena 
undique seftuantem, periculp etiani 
ipagno fefe exponentes, propter ^Mgno^ 

f L. iii« c, 29. 

JirfmUSf 
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fiffintes^ qui ibi in maximi rer^tw 
HUiltitudine^ & quaDrunt. in vallibu) 
montium atque aliis decllvis & retrufis 
locis adamantes, &. quidem fit, ut illo$ 
nonnunquam magnl reperiunt copia: 
idque in hunc modum. Morantnr in 
montibiis illis aquilae albae quee memo- 
ratis vefcuntur ferpentibus : & homines 
qui per montes difcurrunt, & faepe ob 
praerupta faxa & precipitia montiun^ 
ad corrvalles pervenire non poffuntj pror 
jkiunt^ in illas frufia recentium €arnium 
viderUibui aquilis^ & hac ddnde ab aquilif 
fublaia nonnulks hab^m adharenies ada^ 
mantes f quo? homines hoc ingenio ve? 
nantur, Advertunt qua avis fublatam 
portet carnis portionem^ ^ accurrentef 
abigant aquilam, &f lapillos carni adha^ 
fentes colliguntJ* 

This appears to be the fame vair 
Jey of which the Arabian author, as 
well as .|th^ Venetian traveller, had 
heard; and the tale does not appeaa? 
|ip hme h^m wholly imaginary. The 

Jcing. 
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kingdom of Golconda will agree with 
the kingdom of Murfilus, as the paC- 
fage is rendered by Purchas. He ob- 
fcrves, in his abftraA of thefe travels *i 

^^Murfili, 

* Vide Purchas'i Pilgrims, vol. iiu p, loj^ 
The Latin quotation is giiren from a col- 
l96tion of travels by Simon Grynaeus, enti- 
tuledy •* Novus orbis Regiooum ac jofularum ve» 
teribus incognitarum,'* 8^c, printed at Bafif, - 
1555. MuHer likewife^ who published an edi- 
tion of Marco Paulo with notes in 167 1, fol- 
lows it verbatim : and, if we admit the mille 
miUearia^ the diamond mines of Panna or Purna 
will fuit as to di^^ance hotter with the text than 
thofe of Golconda. Major Rennel, in his me- 
moirs of Hinduflan^ fays, that they lie in a 
mountainous track of more than ioq miles 
fquare on the South-weft fide of the Jumna : 
and this track from Cape Comorin, the extre- 
mity of the Malabar coaft, in a flrait line, or 
as a bird flies (which we may fuppofe would 
have been Sindbad's mode of computation), is 
about 1000 miles. Purchas, however, follows 
.^e tuition of Ranufip^ of which he fpeak^ 

bi|;hly, 
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*^ Murfili, orMonful^is northward from 
Malabar 500 miles ;" and, nearly at that 
djiftance, the richeft mines of Golconda, 
according to more modern accounts, lie 
among the rocks and mountains that in- 
terf^a the country. The two travel- 
lers, however, vary but littlb, excepting 
that thofe ferpents, which are the prey 
of Sindbad's Roc, are devoured by the 
Venetian's eagles. The latter informs 
us, in the paflage already quoted, that 
^^ men could not afcend the mountains 
without much fatigue and difficulty, on 
accoimt of the intenfe heat : and were 

^^g^b% ^^ being printed from a correft MS, 
of Marco Faulo, found after his death. (PiU 
grims, vol. iii, p. 6j.) Ramufio was fecretary 
to the Venetian ftate, and died in iJS?. Vide 
** Navigationi fc Viaggi da Ramyfio." Tom. 
ii. p. (5. The paifage, as it fiands there^ 
vanes in fonie other refpe^ls from that in Simoti 
Grynseus, Storks, as well as eagles, are faid 
to inhabit the mountains ** molte aquile ic 
^icogoc bianchc." 

expofed 
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expofed to great danger by means of 
the hnge ferpents with which they 
abounded/* Sindbad tells us, likewife^ 
that he " travelled with his companions 
near high mountains, where there were 
ferpents of a prodigious length, which 
they had the good fortune to cfcape." 

A ftory, fbmpwhat refembling this, Is 
recorded in " the travels of Benjamin 
of Tudela ♦ ;'* and the tranflator fuppofes 
that it was borrowed from •* The Ara- 
biwi Nights." if fo, the prefent? tale 
muft be of very great antiquity; for 
Benjamin is faid to have commenced 
his travels in ji6o, and to have com- 
pleted them in 1173. The firft edi- 
tion was printed at Conftantinople, A. D. 
1556. I, however, rather fufpeft, that 
the account of Benjamin of Tudela and 
pf Sindbad were deriv,ed from fom^ 
ppmmon origin^ 

♦ EnglUh TranOation, p* 144, 

Pope, 
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FopQ^ In his kdex to the Iliad^ amox^ 
what he ftyles th£i JufernaXutAlJ^ions of 
Homer, reckens that paiCige where an 
eagle* is reprefeated asbeaarii^g a fcr- 
pent through the air* Coiifidered as an 
omen> indeed, it muft be contrary to 
joature; but I have been affured that; 
inftancea of the fa<9:, not peculiar to 
eagles, h^ve been frequently noticed 
by gentlemen reiixl^nt in India : and^ 
if I am not tmich miAaken, the cir- 
cumftance is mentioned by fome au- 
thors of refpcdlability. It is moft pro- 
bable that thefe birds make ufe of their 
beak in feizing fo dangoraus a prey, 
like Sindbad's Roc ; not their talons^ like 
the eagle in Homer. 

The defcription of the mode ia 
which C^mphire is produced in the 
ifle of RoEA, i^ that of a plaiu hoaeft 
traveller : and the account erf the rhi- 
noceros, and ita combat with the ek- 

^ ♦ B. xii. 1, 2QO. 

phant. 
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pliant^ after allowing for one or two 
trifling additions, agrees with what is 
iaid by Pliny*, jElianf-, and Dio- 
dorus Siculus if. ** That which is of* 
tonijhingy adds our adventurer, after 
they have killed each other, the Roc 
comes and carries them both away in 
her claws ^ to' be meat for her young 
ones.'* And, what is no lefs aftonifhing, 
Marco Paulo, and father Martini in his 
Chinefe Atlas, corroborate this account 
of Sindbad. 

* Nat. Hift. L. viii, c. io# 

f Nat. An. L. xvii, c. 44* 

J L, iii, c. 2. 

§ A Roc, in the ad of hawking at an ele* 
phant, is exhibited among a variety of other 
figures in inlaid colours on the cover of a Per- 
lian book belonging to Sir Jofeph Banks. 
This curious MS. is entituled, *< Khauver* 
xianaah) or Sun-hook^ by £bn Hoflam, and or* 
namented with various Drawings illuflrative of 
the afis of All.'* 

VOYAGE 
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VOYAGE III. 



In this, as in the former voyage, tlie 
hero of the tale does not condefcend 
to inform us for what country he em- 
barks ; but it is a matter of little im- 
portance ; fdr, afte^ a cdnfideraWe fpace 
of time, the veffel is driven out of its 
courfe by a tempeft which continues 
many days. The navigators are obliged 
to put into a harbour contrary to their 
captain's inclinations ; the coaft being 
inhabited by frightful favages, whofc 
bodies were covered with red hair, 
whofe height exceeded not two feet, 
and whofe language was unknown to 
tliem. On light of the Ihip they 
throw themfelves into the fea, and, like 
a fwarm of locufts, board it on every 
' quarter 
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quarter With the utmoft rapidity. Ha- 
ving plundered it of every thing va- 
luable, cut the cable, and taken away 
the fails, they tow the veffel to a 
different ifland, and leave the lucklefs 
crew to their fate. 

It appears from Bochart that the Ara- 
bians believed in the exiftence of a di- 
atmutive fpecies of huoaan beings, and 
Mi account of them i« given in the Hie- 
rofisoicon *. He fuppofes, that this opi-* 
nion, if not derived from their own 
inventive faculties, was borrowed horn 
the Greek and Roman fabulifts : but t 
fliould rather fufpeft frona thofe of In- 
dia* In that country, as was before no- 
ticed, the general idea of fupernatural 
beings, whofe ftature was equally dimi- 
nutive, appears to have originated* 
Milton with propriety places his 

** Figmean race 
■ beyond the Indian moont ;*' 

and in that neighbourhood Pliny fup- 



♦ Vol. ii. p. 845. 
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pofes the Pigmsei Spithatfiari *,- fo called 
from being but a cubit 6t tht6t fptos 
iii height. Thefe Were the rfiemorable 
*** light infentry warred on by craftes ;'* 
and I apprehend of the fame fanidly 
as the homunculi of Sindbjid. They 
ate defcribed by a monk of the nsirh* 
of William de Rubruquis, who was 
Ifent, A. D. 1253, by Louis the Niftth^ 
king of France, commonly called St. 
Louis', to congratulate the Khan^ of 
Tartary on his fuppofed cohverfiofi to 
Chriftianity. He fays, that, on en- 
quiring -f* of a prieft of dataia, dreiled 
in a red-coloured cloth, whence it waS 
procured, he received for anfwer, that 
certain creatures, in fliape like men, 
who leapt in walking without beftding 
their knees, dwelt in the eaftefn parts 
of Cataia ; fliat they were about ^ dubit 
in ftature, and their Ikins were cfcMrefed 



f Purchas's Pilgrims, vol. ilk p. 3 a* 
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with hair. He proceeds to defcribe th€ 
mode in which they were caught, and 
adds, that the red colour of the cloth 
was owing to its having been dipped in 
their blood. However queftionable this 
circumftauce may be, it admits of little 
doubt, but that the fame fpecies of 
animals, namely that of Apes, is al- 
luded to by the Roman, Arabian, and 
Frenchman. 

Frier Bacon's tranflation of the paf- 
iagc referred to, in his geographical ac- 
count of the four quarters of the world, 
may afford fome entertainment : ** In 
Cataia — funt rupes excelfae, in quibus 
habitant quasdam creaturae, habentes 
per omnia formam humanam. Non 
tamen genua fledlunt, fed ambulant 
faltando : fed non funt longitudinis ma- 
jbris quam cubiti; & T^ftitur totum 
corpus crinibus: & venatores portant 
ccrvifiam, & faciunt foveas in rupibus 
ad modum cyphorum : & ilia animalia 
veniunt & bibunt cervifiam, & fie capi- 

untur : 
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uhtur : & venatores ligant eis ittanus & 
pedes, & aperiunt venam in collo, & ex* 
^trahunt tres vel quatiior guttas.fanguinis, 
& diffolvunt eas^ ac permittunt abire ; 
& ille fariguis eft preeiofiffimus pro 
purpura *.'^ 

Bacon was contemporary^ with the 
French traveller ; and his condefcending 
to tranflate this paflage is an unequi- 
vocal proof that he entertained a high 
idea of his integrity. Rubruquis, .in* 
deed, is not refponfible for the fidliona 
of his Catalan acquaintance. 

If thefe apes are allowed to be the 
fame as the pigmies of antiquity, the 
mutual hoftilities, recorded by Ho- 
mer, Pliny, &c. between them and the 
cranes, may be accounted for by the 
depredations of the former on the nefts 
of the latter, either for the fake of 
mifchicf or of food. To this the Ro- 

t Purchas's Pilgrims, vol. iii. p. 58. 

F 2, maii 
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man imturalif]: alludes, with the addi^ 
tion of fome circutnftances that Sind* 
bad would have hefitated ta advance: 
** Fama eft, infidentes arietum capra-^ 
nimquc dorlis, armati fkgittis, veris 
tempore univerfo agmine ad mare de- 
fcenderc, & ova p\illofquc eorum ali- 
turn [gruumj confumere*." 

That antient travellers into thefe 
diftant regions, from a partiality to the 
marvellous, or from falfe information, 
frequently confounded the idea of apes 
and a lefler fpecies of men, cannot be 
doubted. The river Dalay^ fays Man- 
deville, ^^ is the greateft ryvere of 
freflche water that is in the world ; for 
there, as it is moft narrow, it is more 
than 4 mile of brede, and thanne entren 
men azen into the lond pf the grete 
Ghane. That ryvere gothe thoj;ghe the 
lond of Pigmaus : where that the folk 
Jben of littyile ftature, that ben but 3 

* Nat. Hift, Lib. vii. cap. a. . 

' fpan 
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fpan long*: and thei ben right faire 
and gentylle, 'aftre -f here quantytees^ 
bothe the men and the wommen. And 
thei maryen hem, whan thei ben half 
zere of .age, and geten children. And 
thei lyven not but 6 zeer or 7 at the 
molle. And he that lyvethe 8 zeer, 
men holden him there righte paffynge 
old ..... And thei han often tymes 
werre with the brvddes % of the contree 
that thei taken and eten. This litylle 
folk noiithiBr labouren in londes ne in 
vynes. And alle be it that th,e Pigmeies 
ben lytelle, zit thei ben fulle refonable 
aftre here age, and § connen both en wyit 

4ind 

♦ Supra hos (circa fontem Gangis) extremi 
in parte xpontium, Spithamati Pygmsei narran- 
tur, ternas fpithamas longitudincy hoc eft, ter- 
no8 dodrantes non excedentes.— -L« vii. c. s. 

f their. % birdg. 

§ In the Latin edition^ *^ fcinnt fuificienter 

)9Qmim & ixlah;m.*' I quote in the text ftott 

F j the 
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end.gode and malice ynoiv.'* Did oup 
old ttaveller fay nothing more concern^ 
ing his Pigmies, I fhould have little 
doiibt but! that he merely intended to 
furprife or amufe his readers with a figu- 
rative defcription of apes. The firft 
part is clearly from Pliny, and to him 
our countryman is indebted for a large 
ihare of his marvellous narratives. His 
Ethiopians ^^ th^t han but o foot, and 

the Voiage and Trcwalk of Sir John Mamdenfih^ 
Jcnight,^ page 252, publiihcd from an priginal 
MS. in the Cotton Library, 1725. This, 
I apprehend, is the beft and molt compr^- 
henfive edition. Ail of them, as well as the 
MSS. that I have fcen, vary, in fome refpe£ts, 
from one aiiother : and we may attribute it to 
Lis having written an account of his travels in 
Latin^' Fiench, and Englifti. He was born at 
St. Albans, quitted his native country in 1322, 
returned home after the expiration of 34 years, 
and died at Liege in 137 1. Some curious par-? 
ticulars concerning him may fe« found in War- 
fon's Hiftory of Englifli Poetry, vol. L p. 10a. 
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gon fo faft that it is mervaylle," &c. are 
copies of Pliny's Mohofcelli *. The 
Androgyni of the latter, and the Herma- 
phrodites of the former, are both placed 
in the " londe of Ynde." His one- 
eyed race, his no- headed race, whofe 
eyes were in their flioulders, and mouth 
in their breaft, are aerived alfo from 
Pliny. To enumerate their accounts of 
congenial monfters would be too tedious. 
It may not be unworthy notice, how- 
ever, that as Pliny mentions people 
whofe cuftomary food was adders "f-, fo 
Mandeville fays that, in a countiy in 
Tnde the more, ^' there is gret plentee of 
neddres, of whom men maken grete 
feftes, and eten hem at grete foUemp^ 
nytees. And he that makethe there a 
fefte, be it never fo coftifous, and he 

♦ L. vii. c. J, 

f Nat. Hift. L. vi. c. 29, Diodorus Siculus v 
likewife fays, that the natives of Taprobane 
efieemed a large fpecies of ferpent9 as good aad[ 
palatable food. L. ii. c. 4. 

F 4 have 
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btre no neddres, he bath no tbijjke for 
bi$ trayayifi*.'^ A credible wrkefjp 
who vifitcd Indk }n' 1563, jnentipof, 
that hp Md frien ^^ the pepplc of Pegti-f 
cat fcorpions and ferpents."' I bavp 
i|l{Q been informed, by w ey^-witpefs, 
tliat the ktter are often eaten by tbft 
inhabitetfits of Jfinduftan, as mediciM 
pf foody The Affican negroes are like? 
mk faid to eat adders | ; and Mr. Pen-* 
naat, in hii Faunula Indica, mentioni 
^ fpecte^ of Actinia (the Swailoo) col-. 
k<5led in the Molucca iflands, as edible. 
It is ROt unworthy obfervation, that 
fbmefuppofed fijftion^ in Pliny, appa* 
jrently ^c^ed by Mandeville and others, 
fe^ice been authenticated by modern 
Ixaveliers a$ real ^slAj^^ pijgafetta faya, 

* P^ 248. He gives a left credibly gccount 
pf the inhabitants of Tracoda j •* WUo, he 
tells US9 cten j^efche of Terpen' es ; and thei 
cten but litille, and thei fpeken noiight ; but 
fffei klffen, asfirpentesdony^ p. 236. 

t Purchas's Pilgrims, vol, 11^ 17 15. 

t Ibid. voL II. loo^. 
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<tkat A pilots belongiag to one of tbi 
Mol^K:cas, informed him, that n^t for 
from them " was an lAand tmmed 
Arucetto *, in the which were men and 
women not paft a cubit in hc%ht, ha- 
ving cares of fuch bign^e that they lye 
upon one, and cover them with the 
other/' Pliny mentions the &me df- 
cumftance -f-. But are we to fi3|)pe& 
this gallant circumnavigator adef>ted 
the fi<9:iQns in the Roman author> 
of whofe name poflibly be was igno-* 
rant ? or may we not rather conclude, 
that, from the earlieft ages to the time 
of Magellan, limilar tales were circu- 
lated through the Eaftem diftridls? 
Pigafetta adds, that they did not fail 
thither, nor give any credit *© the nar-- 
ration. Maximilian of Traxifylvania, 
jb his epiftle " de Moliiccis," expreflfej 

* Purchases Pilgrims, Vol. I. p. ii. p. 45. 
f Nat. Hid. 1. vii. c. 2. Strabo calls them 

the 
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Ac idea with fome fpirit : ^f Noftri 
autem qui non monftra fed aromata 
quaererent^ omiffis nugis redle ad Mo- 
luccas* tendunt/* 

It is more remarkable, that an In* 
dian pilot, who moft certainly never 
confulted Hiny, Ihould retail his exag- 
gerated account of a real faft. Man- 
deville, ^ who has adopted his wildeft 
^ctravagances, and probably gave credit 
to them, ihews fome degree of modefly 
in this inftance : ** in another yle ben 
folk, that han gret eres and longe, that 
hangen doun to here knees -f-." In 
fome copies they are merely faid to 
touch their Ihoulders : and, if we allow 
ibofe a fuperior degree of authenticity, 
wc muft conclude that the knight fpoke 
from aAual obfervation, as the circum- 
jftance has been repeatedly confirmed 
by modern voyagers. Mr, M^rfden 



♦ Novus Orbisy p. 53 ;i. 
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fays, that ^^ the inhabitants of Neas ♦, 
an adjacent ifland to Sumatra, bore 
their ears, and encourage the aperture 
to a monftrous lize, fo as in many in- 
ftances to be large enough to admit the 
hand, the lower parts being ftretched 
till they touch the Ihoulders.'* Th6 
negro, who makes a confpicuous figure 
in the fubfequent part of the tale, was 
a follower of this fafhion, " having ears 
like an elephant, which covered his 
Ihoulders." He will be found in no 
other refpe6l to refemble the inhabi- 
tants Df Neas, and lefs thofe of Aru- 
cetto. , 

It is hoped no apology is requifite 
for this digreffion; and that I fliall be 
indulged in -the liberty of purfuing my 
fubjecft, though it fhould fometimes 
lead to difcuffions not abfolutely ne^ 

* Hiftoty of Sumatra, p, 47, 2d Edition. 

ceflary 
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cefTary towards elucidating the ftory : it 
is eccentric in itfelf ; and^ like its hera^ 

Quo me cunque rapit tempefias deferor* 

Though our adventurer, as I obferved 
before, neither i^ (his nor in mo(k, 
of his other voy^es, mentions to what 
part of the globe he meant to Ihape his 
courfe, we fliall generally find, from 
fome circumfUnces, that it was di- 
re<fted eaftward, probably to Chijia, 
much vifited in the 3d century of the 
Hegira by Arabian merchants. It is 
obfervable, that he never reaches, but 
in the laft voyage, his place of deftina* 
tion. 

In Sumatra *, which muft have lain 
in Sindbad*s way^ Miarco Paulo fays, 

there 

♦ L. ill. c. 15. NoTUs' Orbis. Marco 
Paulo cails <ii Java Miner ; but Mr. Marfden 
clearly (hews that Sumatra was intended. In 

hit 
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there was a raft quantity of ap65 te^ 
fembling men, whofe bodies, after 
having been embalmed, and their hair 
taken dff, were frequently carried by 
merchants to other countries, and fold 
to the curious as monuments of a 
leffer fpecies of the human race. As 
Sindbad, however, was attacked by a 
tempeft ^* in the main ocean," and 
driven out of his courfe, we may fup- 
pofe this ifland of Pigmies to be at 
a greater diflance from the continent 
than either of the ifles of Sunda. Now, 
Ptolemy places to the eaftward of them 

his hidory of that ifland he fays nothing of 
apes; but mentions^ that the natives informed 
him there were two fpecies of favage people, 
called Orang Cooboo^ and Orang Googoo^ who 
lived difperfed in the woods, and had no com- 
munication with the other inhabitants — that 
the firft had a language peculiar to thcmfclves ; 
but the latter none, and differed but little from 
the Orang'Outan of Borneo,, p. 35, 

6 the 
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the N»jo-«j rm lurvf^tav *, and obferves that 
the greater part of the adjacent iflands 
were inhabited by Cannibals. The lo- 
cation of Sindbad's former and fubfe-*- 
quent adventure appears to be pointed 
out and fupported by this paffage. 

Our unfortunate travellers, afBidied 
and defponding, wander over the 
ifland ; and at length perceive an im^ 
menfe building, which they approach* 
They open a gate of ebony, enter into 
a court, and behold a vaft apartment ; 
on one fide of which was piled a large 
heap of human bones, and on the other 
a great number of '^ roafting fpits -f** 

Theif 

^ ♦- Not improperly EngUflicd, it may be pr«- 
fumed, Ape-Islands. 

+ Thefe inftrumefits of Cahnibalian epicu- 
rifm are not peculiar to Sindbad^s giant. The 
Eaftern nations fuppofed they were ufed for the 
fame ptlrpofe by the firft Crufaders, " The 
fpies, who introduced fhertifelvei into the 
kitchen of Bohemond, were fliewn feveral h\\*> 

man 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 79 ) 

Their limbs fail them, and they fall tO 
the ground in an agony of terror. Be- 
fore they have power to recover them- 
felves, the gate of the apartment opens 
with a hideous din ; and a deformed gi- 
gantic negro, *^ as high as a tall palm 
tree*," advances towards them- A 

ipan bodies taming on the fpit ; and the artful 
Norman encouraged a report, which encreafed 
at the fame time the abhorrence and the terror 
of the Infidels.*' [Gibbon's Hift. Vol. 11. 
p. 57. 0£lavo Edition.] 

* This is a very common oriental metaphor^ 
and ufed indifferently to exprcfs loftinefs of 
llature or prorperit)% It frequently occurs ia 
Scripture ; and in Ecclefiafticus the growth of 
wifdom is compared to ** a cyprefs tree upon 
the mountains of Hermon, and a palm tree io 
Engaddi." (C. xxiv, v. 13.) A fimilar com- 
parifon is applied by Virgil to Polypheme's otie* 
eyed brethren ; 

■ ' ■ ■ qtiales cum vcriice celfo 
Aeriac quercus, aut conifcrjc cypariffi 
Conflitcrunt, ^n. III. 

lingle 
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lingle dye gkfes in the middle of hw 
forehead, whofe bfightnefs eiftukted 
that of a burnirig coal. 
' It is fufficien^, without proceeding 
any farth^in this ftory, to inform the 
reader that! it is copied from the 9th 
IxDok of the Odyfley. Polyphemus 
was the prototype of the Indian giant, 
and't/lyflfes of Sindbad. Some addi- 
tional circumftances in the Arabian tale, 
though wild and grotefque, heighten 
the horror and intereft of the ftory. It 
may be obferved, that a giant in Arabic 
or Perlian fables is as commonly a 
jiegro or infidel Indian, as he is in our 
old Romances a Saracen Paynim, a vo- 
tary " of Mahound and Termagaunt." 
Were the negroes authors, they would 
probably charaifterife their giants by 
whilkers and turbands; or by hats, wigs, 
and a pale complexion. 

Sir John Mandeville fays, that in one 
of the Indian iflands were ^^ folk of 

gret 
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j^tet fiature^5 as ^atiptesi ^^hd thell 
ben hidoufe for to;ldke tipon ; and the! 
han but 'On €yt>^^ iiid that i^ m the 
fifiyddylle.of t!he frdnt; and thei eten 
no tliklg imt taw ficfcfae oAd raw 
fyfichei*^ 'X'he fctiight mentions otheril 
\!^ho ^^ han no clothinge, bitt ^ ikynneS 
6f beftes^ j tiiat ihei-hangtn o^xm hem^ 
and thei eten' no brdcxd^^but aU rw>t 
flefche? -and they ^rynkeh Jtayik ttf 
be-ftes; for thei han plcntee of alle 
beita^k ; and thei "h£U% none hoitfes^ 
to lyen inne* ' And thd ieten more 
gladly infiiiine^s fiefehe^ thapneixiy other 
flefche* In to that yle dar >fio man 
gladly ehtten t and «tif thei feeti a fchipp 
and men >^)ef e inlie, aiion ^(hei entren :ih 
to the fee for to take hem.'* In another 
rk, het^as told there •* were geauntes of ^ 
grettete'ftarture— ^fumm€ cf 50 cubytca 

•* f. 143* 

t Vide Plin* N;lt, flift. L* Vi. c. xxx^ L. V^. 
c> ii. t p. 345. 
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long, but I &ghe none of tho* ; foil 
bad no luft to go (he prudently adds) to 
tho parties^ beca,ufe that no nim ^o- 
methe nouther in to that yle, nein to 
the other, but zif he be devoured anon. 
Men fayn that many tytnes tho geauntes 
taken men in the fee out of hire fcbippes, 
and brougte hem to lond, two in on 
hond and two in another, etynge hem 
goyngp, all raw^, and alle qoiek/* 
Though thefe geamUs are not defcfibed 
as:of the monocular race, there caij^ be 
little doubt but lb>t . Pojyphensjjs was 
their Architype . . Virgil and Ovid (for 
Homer was unknown to the Literati of 
Europe in MandeyiDe'^ days) fupplied 
him probably with the preceding de- 
fcription^ 

I know not whether it is worth re- 
marking, (fof^. noiwithilanding what has 
been faid, the ftory in the text may be 
originally an oriental fable),., that the 

Arabian 
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Arabian naturalifts: not only deferibd a 
Pigmeamrace, but lifeewife a- gi^ntic 
one^ of 4a dibits in hcaght, and::endu6<i 
with fome very peculiar powers; an- ac- 
count of whidb the reader may find in 
BochaTtV Hierozoicon^ voU-:!!: p. 945. 
An oM voyager of our own country fajs, 
that the following prefentv^waic^gr. others 
more:iconfpicuous for' thiir ftigularity 
than; their, intrinfic < vdue^ .was* nfiade by 
the king of Jacatra to the king M JBart- 
urn, *.* a.giant, thirty'feetiuiheight,ina 
cage of wood drawn by bitfi&logs/V. If 
any fccpticifm fliouldarife qn this oeca^ 
fioji, it wiE not be removed/,by ditmlgng 
the name of - liis i afiociate-r-;!^ alfo si 
Deuillxamein ia like ordef -f .- :: As jthe 
-otlicr.iStets;of this traveller'^ narrative are 
plain and credible, we ought. probably^ 
merely Ito: linderftand by *3this . fome 
mafqucrade, figures intended, to furprife 
and amufc the fpedtator^. Sucfe. reprof 

•^Purctas's Pilgriros, Vol, !• p. 183. - 

G 2 ' fentationi 
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lek&tioias fday ei^er lijWGd deceived onr 

early t%v%ller$^> » hifpii:ed them with 

^he inclinatioii' to fiirprife and amufe 

their readers* What w^uH a; voyager 

1^ the }4th or I5t;h ceotsry hare faid, 

hai be fi9«i> k canee Jiaciaimed-by warriors 

fcctori^g ttr fort» of the Sorluth-Sea 

iflandsj /^th their xnafkB on, and dad ia 

their nsartial h^ilimeats ? Therein litde 

>!oubf feUt diat he woisM- hirve taken them 

ibr e^ iCpiiits, b^ing, in appearance, 

H(eikformdtl/re '«& their |)ortrak»Jn' thofe 

iJaysj'ancI that he would havcobfcrvcd, 

^^fee'6 of thefci'yles we faghe^x ht^ 

£bte 'ftiUe of - deatls^ Whkh r was gret 

*[iervaynev' and thea have |»ro£eeded 

to^"^ an* eitag^isa^ aocoimtu[£ their 

fmtrt ^il^rr^mesMSs:, ah^ ;pc^iy' of 

tome extraordinary condi>(%<wi(hilheai. 

To - proceed. J-k6iadbad/ and two of 
%is cotnp&yoBsn&ape on a float f bat 
'a ^orm^^ hvtgt itones, Ittrngil^y Jthe 
negro's ojie-eyed brethren, fink the 
others which' they had cohftrii<Slcd^ and 
*^---- - ' aU 
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all an^board tbem peridu^^Ulyfies^wd 
his friends were more fortunate in thei): 
cfcape from Polypheme^ but iiifi^re^ 
nearly in the fame manner by Anti« 
phatefi * and his gigantic attendantiu 
For a day and night our hero and hi^ 
aifociates ^e toii^d about at the mercy 
of the waves: the following mornings 
they are driven on an iiland^ where^ 
after having refreflied. thcmfdveg by 
eating fome delicious fruity \tbjgy faU 
afleep by the &a-lide. 

At ni^t a huge ferpent devours one 
of his companions : on thf .bext he 
takes refine witjbi the other in a lofty 
tree ; but the ierpent^ windi^ tp^n(l 
its trunk, feizes on his fcde furvivii^ 
friend, who (at in; a lower branch than 
, himfelf^ and deyours hin| HJiewiic. 
Sindbad avoids the fame^&.te by heaping 
a large quantity of thorns and brambles 
ro wd the trunk of the tt^. TW i^l^ 

* Odyff. X, 
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pent attempts io vim to force its way 
thrbugix this prickly rampart, but its 
poifonous breath almoft deftroys our 
tmfortxinate adventurer. The fecond 
morning, being no longer able to en- 
dure his ihiferable exiftence, he rufhes 
towards the fea in order to put a period 
to it. At the inftant prbpofed for the 
execution of his defign^ a veflel appears 
at .a conliderable diftance. He is at 
length difoovered and taken on-board. 

The prodigious fize and deftrucftive 
-difpofition of ferpents in the Indian 
iflands is too well known to require any 
comment. The idea of their poifonoui 
hreatb occ\iT% in iofSTit old romances, 
and prevailed in Europe previous to the 
exiftence of the Arabian writer. In a 
curious book imprinted by Thomas 
Eaft, in 158a, cntituled, *< Batman 
. upon Bartholome his Booke de proprie- 
tatibus rerumy^ and which we are told 
was *^ firft fet forth in the yere of our 
Lord God, 1560, is this paffage. " The 
feipent Jlaietb all that he biteth, aryJ is 

enemy 
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enemy to birdes, for he flayedi tbtmvnth 
bis blowing *. Maifeus draws a compa- 
rifon between the bieathof Crocodiles and 
ferpCTts, in a diftriA on the Malabar 
coaft, much to the advantage of the lat- 
ter : *^ eorum halitus oris {%. e. croco- 
dilorum) eft fuaviiiimiis : at contr^, in 
eadem regione ferpentium & anguium 
adeo teter ac nozius^ u$ qfflatu ipfo 
mcare perbibeantur '\'J* This idea ac- 
quires fome degree of credit from a 
paflage in father Lobo's voyage to 
Abyifinia. He fays^ that ^^ in croffing a. 
defcrt in the kingdom of Tigre his life 
was in very great danger; for, whilft 
lying on the ground, he perceived him- 
felf feized with a pain wliich forced 
him to rife ; when he law, about four 
yards from him, one of thofe ferpents 
that dart their poifon at a diftance: 
and, although he rofe before the fer«* 
pent approved him^ he neverthelefs 

♦ L, xviii, c. 95« 

t Hifioria Indica, c. %. 

G 4 felt 
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Ifejt Ibe tittaSts* of Hi po^mxip breofk^ 
and had cerfaiiiUy died if he htd l^n a 
Btde longer." He cared himfetf with 
jbezoaf, whichy he faysy " he always car. 
rted about him ai a ftyvetetgn femedy 
againft thefe poifons ♦/' E>r. Jolmfon 
tianflated thefe travels frotn the French^ 
snd in his preface gives the following 
itccount of the author: ♦* He appears 
by his modeft and unafie<fted narration 
to have defcribed thbgsas htf fai^ them^ 
to have copied liature from the life, and 
to have confidted his fenfes, not his ima* 
giriadon.'* 

Ferdinand Mendel Rnto informs u% 
(I quote from the tranflatiori in 1653,) 
that, on the banks . of a rivet called 
Craateamgim in Smnaira, ** he faw ad' 
ders that wete copped in the crowns of 
their heads, as big als a man's thigh, 
lund fovenc»!nous, as the negroes o^ 
fTHE Qov^TKX isrforrhed him, thdt, if 
WJy living thing came within reach 

♦ C. IS. . 

of 
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of their bttafb^ it died prejhaly^ tkeri» 
being no rem^y' jior aifirtktdte ag^tnfl 
tt/' TfaoDgh Fbto's authority 19 not 
generally adn^itted, Mr. Matfden^ no', 
incompetent jmtge^ has thoaght proper 
to ufe it in his hiftorical account of Su-r 
matrs. If allowed here^ it will not only 
help to vindicate Sindbad ui the paiiago 
ibovty but ^^^ ^^ oi^ ^f tbe enfuing 
voyages, where he places a race oi ne-* 
groes in this ifland. 

Sindbad*s new companionsdire^l their 
courfe to an ifland called Salabat, poiffibly 
Timor, *' where grew Sanders *, of great 
ufe in medicine/' From thenCe they 
proceed to another, where he ^^ furnifhes 
himfelf with cloves, tiimamon, and 
other fpices.*' All thefe articks are to be 

* Timor 18 (aid, by modern voyagers, to pro- 
duce the beft wood of this kind ; ancient tra* 
vellers give the fame account: Linfcbotea 
particularly celebrated it for *^ its woods and 
wildcrneffcs of Sanders," [Purchases Filgrinis, 
Vol. II. p. 1 784. J 

found. 
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fsund, and almoft exclufively, in the 
Molucca iflands: and Sindbad was at 
no very great diftance from them, if we 
fuppofe him to have been origindly 
wrecked on one of Ptolemy's Nijo-oi ri^>y 

Nothing farther deferving notice oc- 
curs in this voyage, except the following 
natives of the deep, which attrafted 
Sindbad's obfervation: a tortoife, 
twenty cubits in length and breadth ; — 
a fifh like a cow which gave milk, and 
of whofe Ikin people made bucklers : 
and another in ihape and iize refembling 
a camel. 

The account of thefe animals is not 
to be attributed to a licentious exube- 
rance of fancy in the Arabian author. 
He might have feen in ^Elian that tor- 
toifes *, whofe fhells were fifteen cubits 
in length, and fufBciently large to cover a 
houfe, were to be found near the illand of 
Taprobane. Pliny and Strabo mention 

* Hift, An, L. xvi. c. xvii. 

the 
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the fame circumftance * : they likcwife 
turn them upfide down, and fay, that 
men ufed to row in them as in a boat-f-. ' 
Diodorus Siculus adds to their tefti- 
mony, and aflures us, on the faith of 
an hiftorian, that the ChelonophagiJ 
derived a threefold advantage from the 
tortoife, which occalionally fupplied 
them with a roof to their houfes, a boat^ 
and a dinner. 

Sir John Mandeville, in the § Latin 
Edition, though he evidently copies 
and exaggerates Pliny's account, feems 
to give his defcription of this animal 

* Tefludines taiit« magnitudinis Indicum 
mare emtttit, ut fangularum fuperficte habitabiies 
cafas integant ; atqiie inter infulas rubri prae* 
cipu^ maris his navigaat cymbis* [Nat. Hift. 
L. ix. c. lo.] 

t Geog. L. XV. 
, X Shell'fijh eaters. B, lii. €• «• 

§ C. 19. Vide Haklayt's Voyages, vol. I. 
p. 59- 

from 
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from z&ml oblerration* " Sunt m 
hoc tcrritorio* teftudines terribiUs 
quantitaiis, fitqae de ma^ribus regi sc 

nobilfblis 

* Cklonak^ an iflaod fcq^pofed to be not veiy 
remote from Java« In the Englifii editioti, 
from which I quote, this paiTage is fotnewhat 
differently expreiTed, *' There ben alfo in that 
contree a kyndc oi /nayks^ that ben fo grete, 
that many perfonea may loggen hem in here 
fchelles, as men wolde done in a litylle hou«. 
And other fnayles there ben, that ben fulle 
gt^te, but not io huge at the other. And of 
thefe fnayles, and of grtie whits wormss^ that 
ban bloke hedes^ that ben als grete as a 
mannes thighei^ aad foooe kfie, as gret wormes 
that men fyudea there in wodcs, men maken 
vyaunde rialle (royal viduaU) for the kyng and 
for other grete lordes.*' (p« 234.) 'Byfn^ks 
Mandeville evidently means tortoifes, among 
whom they are clailed by our old naturaliUs. 
Batman^ in his comment upon Bartholomeus de 
proprietattbus rerum, fays, that ** a fnayle is 
called Tefindo, and is a t»orme^ and hath that 
Aame, for he is healed (covered) in his hotiie 
6 as 
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nob%b)is delLcatus ac preciofbs cibus t 
ment'm (but how can that be fefpe^^ed^ 

as in a cftambcr,'* ^C, 107* p. j8^.) Thi» 
^uorme^ bowcvcr, will not account for Uiofe ior 
MandeYiIle, which he mentions as diflin^i; froo^ 
the liiaylcs or tortoifcs. We are doubtkft ta 
underfiand by them fome peculiar kind of £br« 
pents 5 and k has already appeared that they 
were made ufe of as food in former times, as 
well as at prefent, in Tarions part» of India. 
Worm i* rtie Tetitoniic .ww>r(i /or fcrpcnt. 
Wickliffe, Mandeville's contempoi'aryA.glve^ that 
appellation to the tempter of Eve in his tranf« 
lation of the book of Gene&s j and it is'ufed in 
the fame fenfo by various fubfeqnent authors. 
A great deal is faid in Anthony and Cleopatra 
concerning the '** worm (/*. e» the ferpent) df 
Nflns ;**^ whkh the tlown ^rewdly obfer^'cs was 
an ** odd worm, and not to be truftcd but in 
the keeping of wffe people ; for there \^as no 
gobdtiefs*in the worm:" The laft inftance I 
recolleift, in w1>ich the word is ferioufly nfcd as 
fynonymoivs to ferpent, occurs 'in Milton^s Pa- 
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fi non quafciam ibidem viderim teftu* 
dinum conchas in quarum un& fe tret 
homines occultarent.^ 

No tortoifes, however, of this mo- 
derate fize, comparatively fpeaking, are 
now found in the Eaftern ocean : but l 

radifc Regained : (B, i. 1. 312) ; and in Para- 
dife Loft, more attentive to the pun than the 
pathos, he applies it, like Wickcliffe, to the 
feducer of aur firfl paicnt : 

*' O E'lfe^ iti' enffi hour thou didft give car 
To that falfe worm/* B. ix, 1. 1067. 

A ftrange J«ind of worms (unfortunately. ye can- 
not elevate thsm to ferpcntine dignity, but other- 
wife coinciding with the defcrtpt^op ki M^ode- 
ville,) are mentioned by St. Jeroro. ** In Ponto 
& Phrygia vermes albos & obefos, qui nigdlo capiu 
funt, U nafcuntur in lignorum carie pro magnis 
reditibus pat^r^familias exigit, &^uo modoapud 
nos attagenSf ficedula^ mullus & icarus in deliciit 
computaniur ; ita apud illos {w\o^»y*v coroedific 
luxuria eft." (Ad Jpvin L, ii,) 

have 
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have b^en informed that boats, made of 
wicker and covered with a Ikin, refem- 
bling the upper ^Jhell of a torUifey are 
frequently ufed for pafiing riveis in dif- 
ferent parts <rf India. May we not fuf- 
peft that inaccurate obfervation, mifap-. 
prehenfion,' or wilful n^iffeprcfentation, 
of the natives, milled in this and many 
other refpedls the voyagers of antiquity? 
Boats of a.fioiilar ftrudkure are to be 
found in Wales, where they ^re called 
(3?rtf<:/(?^. Thfey appear, to be the vitilia 
navi^a of ;Pliny> ;and are fuppofed to 
have derived their name from bei'ng co-^ 
vered with coria or hides. They are 
mentioned likewife by Caefar and Lu- 
can. i ; 

The fifli like a cow m^ be .intended 
for the Hippopotamus, whofe Ikin, as 
Pliny obferves, is fcarcely to be pene- 
trated by any miffive weapon, and 
therefore may, with great probability, 
have been ufed as a covering for buck- 
lers 
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krs by diffefent ttatioiW, *' tergbri§ 'ft<t 
fcuta galeafqiae knpenetfabilis praeter'- 
quam fi humore m^eat.*.'* He ob- 
ferves, tfcat tliofe lanimals liyc indif- 
fer«itly in rivets, or in fhe ocean, or 
on the knd -f: To them he • pcrffitfl/ 
alludes in this paffagc, ^^ ibi {f. ^# 
Ijidico tnafi) exeunt pecori fimiks bd- 
lu9B in terrain, paftaeque radices^ friiti- 
cum remeant J & quaedam eqttoru»m, 
afinorum> XamofAm capilibuSy qHse de- 
pafc«ntw:|: fa^a/' Strabo infonns lii; 
that -rfie iH}pp€)pot:anii afe* mentioned^ 
OnefiidifatiM as inhabitants of- the liid^/ 
He lifeewife peoples the fea near Ta- 
probane ^ with ihe fame kind of animal* 
as thofe in Pliny ; and is followed by 
i?3ian j} with Jome variations* and addi- 

* Na<, iHi|. /-• y'nu c. iij. 
-f. Nat. ifk&. -L* xxxii. c# i !• 

§ Gcog. Li xt^ 

' ^ Hift^ Ad. L« XX u c« zS. 

tions# 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



"\ 



( 97 ) 

tions. Notwithftanding thefe^references, 
I queftion whether the Hippopotamus is 
to be found in any part of India. The 
people, however, who dwell near the 
Ganges, ftill ufe the hide of wild buf- 
faloes for defence ; and I have been in- 
formed it will even repel a bullet at a 
very Ihort diftance. They are com- 
monly to be found in rivers up to the 
neck in water, to avoid the intenfe heat 
of the fun;, and inaccurate fpeftatdrs 
may have taken them for Hippopo- 
tami, 

The Manatee, or Cowfifh ♦, agrees 
likewife with Sindbad's account, and 
is to be found in the Mauritius, the 
Philippine, and the Comori iflands : it 

* Vide Buffon. Harris's CoUca. vol. !• 
p. 408, Bochart's Hierozoicon ** de Cetis & 
Cetaciis." L. i. c. 7. Purchas's Pilgrims, vol. IIL 
p. 930. and Jen Lament* iv. 3. 

H fuckles 
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fuckles its young, like the feal* an<f 
the porpoife ; and the dorfal protube- 
rance of the latter would naturally fug- 
gefi: to Arabian feamen the idea of a 

C-AMBL. 

Oppian in the &me poem notices likewife 
the toughncfs of their fkintf^ which a %ear 
coui4 not penetrate. A property tlie Manateer 
probably partakes in common with them* 
Seals appear to be the vituli marim of Pliny ; 
and the f»xai of Homer, who defcribet 
them with the accuracy of a naturalift. 
They arc. feid to be mvohsf pedibus carentes. 
AOpoai tvho'tf mtoXms »^S i^avmiUffM frequentes 
dorminnt h cano mari egreflse. They are Zttv^ifgeu 
obefse ; and they exhale eXvoTAToy •Jjuqy, peflimum 
odorem. (Odyff. iv.) Diodorus Siculus and 
Strabo place a N^^c funtn not far from the 
^trance into the Arabian gulf. (Vide Hift* 
L. iii. c. 3, and Geog, L. xvi.) 

VOYAGE 
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VOYAGE Vr. 

Sindbad travels by land through 
fome of the provinces of Perfia; 
and, after a coafting voyage to the 
eaftward, a ftorm arifes, and drives 
his veflel out to fea. It is at length 
wrecked ; many of the crew arc drowned : 
himfelf and fome others, fupported on 
a plank, are thrown upon a coaft that 
proves deplorably inhofpitable. They 
are furrounded, not long after their 
landing, by a crowd of negroes, who 
feparate them from each other, and 
convey them as prifoners to their dif- 
ferent habitations. 

Sindbad and five more, after arriving 

at their place of deftination, are ordered 

to fit down and eat of a certain herb 

provided for them, which he alone 

H 2 avoids^ 
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avoids, on obfenring that none of the 
negroes tafted it. The*confequence of 
indulging in this vegetable repaft is a 
total deprivation of fenfe- His com- 
panions afterwards devour greedily fuch 
food as the negroes provide ; in order^ 
as it appears by the fequel, to fatten 
tliem for their own banquet. Within sl 
fhort time all are killed for that purpofe 
except Sindbad. His fpare diet and terri- 
fying apprehenfions render him a. meagre 
and ineligible objeft. At length he 
embraces a fortunate opportunity of 
efcaping, and within eight days arrives 
at the fea-lhore, where he finds fome 
white people gathering pepper. They 
take him under their protcftion, carry 
him to their own ifland, and introduce 
him to their king. 

The Mohammedan traveller in the 
9th century fays, that, in ^^ the fea * of 
Andaman, (/. ^. the bay of Bengal-, 

* Page 4. 

through 
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through which Sindbad appears to hzxc 
been fleering his courfe), the people eat 
human flefli quite raw, their complexion 
is black, their hair frizzled, their coun- 
tenance and eyes frightful." Modern 
navigators likewife reprefent many 
iflands in this bay as inhabited by Can- 
nibals, particularly thofe which ftill rc^ 
iain the name of Andaman : and in an 
age, almoft as diAant from the Arabian 
traveller as his appears to have been from 
ours, thefe very iflands, or thofe ad- 
jacent to them, were inhabited by a race 
no lefs favage and inhofpitable; ^sppyrca 
Sg Ttai u70\oti (Tvvsyfig 5yc^ vri<rot i)f ocig (pocxri 

iJLfl WOTS 7fjg 7}^K?^l06i Aife ZOSpi CiVTUg 

ysicGui, xuTe(r%uv h Tag uxnag Ciy$po7ro(po6^ 
yng xodhnieviii Mav/oA«^-|-. D*Anville 
places thofe iflands of the Maniolas op 

* wooden pegs m 

^ Ptol. Gcog. VII. 

H 3 the 
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the eaftern fide of the bay of Bengal : 
but, if we are to compliment Ptolemy on 
the accuracy of his numeration, we muft 
fuppofe that he meant not the Andaman 
iflands, but the ten northern Nicobars, 
which are at no confiderable diftance 
from them. 

It is obfervable that the ifles of An- 
daman are not only ftill inhabited by 
Cannibals, but that thefe Cannibals are 
likewife negroes. Mr. Hamilton con* 
eludes his account of the * Cornicobar 
iflands with mentioning that it was com- 
'monly fuppofed a Portuguefe veflel, 
having a large number of Mozambique 
negroes on bostrd, was wrecked on the 
Andamans foon after the paffage to India 
round the Cape of Good Hope had 
been difcovered, and that from them 
their prefent inhabitants were defcended : 
'but, if we are to credit the Mohammedan 

* ACaticRefearches, vol. IL p. 344. 
4 traveller 
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travcBer (without faying a word con- 
cerning Sindbad's teftimony, or even 
that of Ptolemy), they were inhabited 
by Cannibal negroes in times of much 
greater antiquity. There is indeed no 
neceffity of deriving this race of people 
from Africa. Lieutenant Wilford* 
dbferves, that various hordes of emi- 
grants from India were negroes; and 
that fuch a race with cur/ed hair exifted 
in that part of the globe at an early pe- 
riod may be inferred from the particii- 
krity being 6bfervable in their ancient 
idols. He Ihews that the Cutila-cefas^ 
the old Egyptians, were diftinguiftied 
by the fame charafteriftic ; and on this 
circumftance fupports the defcription 
which Herodotus gives of that ancient 
people. The iSurpiXi^, the lirait-haired 
^thiops, appear alfo to have emigrated 
from India -f^. The moft favage race in 
the Philippine iflands likewife, the fup*- 

* Afiatic Refearches, vol. HI. p. jj^* 
f Herod. Polyhymnia. 

H 4 pofed 
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pofed original inhabitants^ are faid to 
differ but little in colour from the in- 
habitants of Guinea^ and are called, by 
the Spaniards, Negritos del monte *. 

The account of veffels being wrecked 
by the attra6livc power of a magnetic 
K)ck in Ptolemy may have been merely 
figurative — ^the iron-ftealers of Otaheite 
allegorifed in the bay of Bengal. Yet 
it appears to have beenalong-eflablifhed 
opinion in the eaftern world. In the hif- 
tory of the third Calendar we meet with a 
mountain of adamant poffeffing the fame 
properties : and Aboulfouaris, the Sind- 
bad of the Perlian tales, is wrecked by 
means of a magnetic rock ; for that I 
fuppofe, when flripped of its figures, 
mufl be intended by a mountain that 
refembled ♦ polifhed fteel; and which, 
by virtue of atalifmah-f, rendered every 

* Vide Marfdcn'rHift. of Sumatra, p. %fi^ 
2d Edition. 

, t Pay 184. 

vcflfel 
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veffel that approached it ftationary and 
immoveable. 

Serapion, *^ an author, fays Brown *j 
of good efteem and reafonable antiquity, 
aflerts that the mine of this ftone (the 
magnet) is in the fea coaft of India, 
whereto, when Ihips approach, there is 
no iron in them which flies not like a 
bird unto thofe mountains ; and there- 
fore their Ihips are faftened not with 
iron but wood, for otherwife they would 
be torn to pieces -f*.** 

It is not probable that Mandeville. 
ever faw Serapion or Ptolemy ; yet he 
gives the fame account. ^* In an iflc 
clept Crvies :{: ben fchippes withouten 
nayles of iren or bonds, for the roches § 
of the Ademandes : for thei ben alle 
fuUe there aboute in that fee, that it is 

* Vulgar Errors, p. 74. 6th Edition, 410. 
f See Serapion de Magrete, fol. 6, £d. 1479. 
X In one of the Latin editions it is called 

O&MUZ* 

§ rocks, 

mcr- 
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mcrvcylc to fpcken of. And zif a fchipp 
pafled* be tho marches and hadde 
OTither iren bondes or iren nayles, anon 
he lliolde ben perilhet. For the Adc- 
mandc of this kynde drawcthe the iren 
to him : and fo wolde it drawe to him 
the fchipp, becaufe of the iren: that 
he fliolde never departen fro it, ne 
never go thens-f-.** 

Aloyfiufi Cadamuftus, who travelled 
to India in 1504, defcribes various kinds 
of veflels which traded from ifland to 
ifland for fpice and other commodities. 
Some, he fays, like thofe mentioned by 
Ptolemy, were framed entirely of wood, 
and for the fame caufe ; " aliae funt 
quae idcirco abfque ferro funt, quoniam 
vim magnetis pavent, nam is lapis vifitur 
fupra didlas infulas, qua iter ipli fa- 
ciunt X*'* 

* by thofc countries. 

t Pag€ 19?, 198. 

X Novus OrbiSy p. 41. 

Similar 
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Similar opinions concerning the won- 
derful power poflcfled by thefe marine 
maffes of loadftone have prevjuled in a 
very .different quarter of the world, 
Egede, in his Natural Hiftory of Green- 
land, informs us, that Mogens Heinfon, 
a celebrated feaman, in the reign of 
Frederic the Second, king of Delimark, 
pretended that his veflel was ftopt in his 
voyage thither, by fome hidden mag- 
jietic rocks, when under full fail ** 

Mountains of loadftone, not, we may 
prefume, endued with fuch fuperlative 
powers of attraction as thofe alluded to 
by Ptolemy, Mandeville, Cadamufhis, 
&c. are laid to exift in Siberia and 
other northern countries. Mandeville 
mentions one *^ roche of Ademande'* 
which he /aw bim/elf^ and which had 
attracted fuch a number of veflels that 
they feemed ** a gret yle, fuUe of 

♦ Enjjlifli Tranflation, p. 45, 

trees 
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trees and * bufcaylle, fulle of thomes 
and breres, gret plentee -f.** This luxu- 
riance of vegetation is accounted for by 
the rotting of the timber belonging to 
the aforefaid veffels. A curious exem- 
plification of the ftate of natural philo- 
fophy in the 14th century ! " And 
' fuch roches ben in many placiss there- 
abouten" — i. e. in the neighbourhood 
of Prefter John's territories ; and, if I 
rightly underftand the confufed account 
in Mandeville, not very diftant from 
thofe of the *^ grete Chane." It is not 
unlikely that he derived his idea of 
Prefter John from fome imperfedl nar- 
ratives concerning the Dalai Lama, in 
whom the monarchical and prieftly 
charaAers have been united from very 
early ages. This circumftance may have 
induced other old voyagers likewife to 
tranfport him from Abyffinia into the 
heart of Afia ; where travellers would 

• Buflies. f Page 327. 

now 
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now look in vain for thofe fea-furroundcd 
rocks of magnet which attradted Man- 
Seville's obfervation. Yet his geogra- 
phical accuracy was fanftioned by na 
lefs than papal authority* : and what 
renders his acquifition of it more extra- 
ordinary is, that he Ihould advance a 
kind of heretical ojrinion in this very 
book, for maintaining which, in con- 
jundlion with fome others naturally con- 
ne<fted with it, Galilaeo was feverely 
punilhed by the fame authority about 
200 years afterwards; It is no lefs true 
than flxange, that he entertained a per- 
fe<Sl and juft idea of the formation of 
the globe "f*; though fomewhat incon- 
fiftently he places Jerufalem in the 
** myddes'' of it, not confidering that 
the middle of a globe muft be its centre* 
This whimfical opinion he fupports by 
as whimfical an application of a text in 
Scripture. " And that it fliolde ben in 

* Vide p. 3S1, Sfc. t Vide p. 1171 &c. 

the 
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ike myddes of the world, David wyt-» 
DCjSethe it in the Ffautrey where he 
fcythe, Detis $peratm eft falutem m media 
Urre^^ He talks much more wifely 
when he remarks that, ^^ men may 
cnvirowiie alle the erthe of alle the 
World as well undre as aboven, and 
turnen a2en to his contree that hadde 
companye and fchippyne and conduft,'^ 
&c -f* . . . for zee wyten [ye underftandj 
welle that thei that ben toward the 
Jntartyk, thpi ben ftreghte feet azen 
feet of hem that dWellyn undre the 
tranfmontane ; als wel as wee and thei 
that dwellyn undre us ben feet azenft 
feet J.** He proceeds to relate a ftory, 
which be had heard when yourtgj of a 
gentleman who travelled from England 
to India, ^* and went fo long by fee and 
lond be many feafons," till at laft he 
£>und himfelf to his great furprise in his 

♦ P. Zll. f p. 211. X P. %20. 

*^owne 
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*• owifte contree • . • . having ettvifooiMl 
allethecrthe*" 

Tq return to my ftory, from whence 
the atttaftire power of my late fub-^ 
jocft feems imperceptibly to have drawn 
me. 

Notwkhftanding the ftriking ilmila- 
rky between: the inhabitants of the An- 
damans and Stndbad's negroes, other 
f:ircumfiances render it more probable 
that he was wrecked on the coaft of 
Sumatra. Some old voyagers mention a 
ftupifying, or rather inebriating, vege- 
table as peculiar to it : others fay that 
it was cuftomary with its inhabitants to 
fatten children in order to cat them. 
The Mohammedan travellers in the 9th 
century defcribe them as Cannibals, and 
thofe of the kingdom of Batta continue 
lb to this day. 

*^ In Lamarat (Sumatra), lay* 
MandeviUd, is a curfed cuftofti, for 

♦ Pago »f J. 

thd 
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lliei eaten more gladly mannes f^efche, 
than any other ilefche: and zit is in 
that contrec habundant of flefche, of 
fifche^ of comes, of gold and fylvcr, 
and of all other godes. Thidre gon 
marchaiintes, and bryngen with hem 
children^ to felle to hem of the contree, 
and thei * byzen hem : and zif thei ben 
fette, thei eten hem anon: and zif thei 
hen lene, they feden hem, tille thei ben 
fatte, and thanne thei eten hem -f-.*' 

The following ftrange paflage^ and 
yet it will appear that he had authority 
for it, occurs in the fame author, 
*^ In the yle clept Dondun ben folk 
of diverfe kynds: fo that the fadre 
etethe the fone, the fone the fadre, the 
hufbonde the wif, and the wif the huf- 
bonde; and zif it fo befalle that the 
fadre or modre, or any of here;}: 
frendes ben feke, anon the fone goth 
to the preft of here law, and preyethe 

♦ buy. t Pt zi^^ t their, 

hinv 
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him to aflce the ydole, zif his fadre or 
mpder or frende fhalle dye on that evylle 
or non. And. than the prcft and the 
fone goethe * to gydere before the 
ydole, and knelen fulle devoutly, and 
alken of the ydole here demande. And 
zif the devylle, that is withinne, an- 
fwere, that he fchalle lyve, thei kepen 
him wel : and zif he faye that he fchalle 
dye, than the preft gothc with the fone, 
with the wif of him that is feeke, and 
thei putten here hondes vpon his 
mouthe, and ftoppen his brethe,. and fo 
thei flecn him. And after that thei 
choppen alle the body in fmale peces, 
and preyen alle his frerides to comen 
and eten of him that is ded : and. thei 
fendcn for alle the mynftralle of the 
contree, and maken a folempne fefte. 
And whan thei han eten the flefche, 
thei taken the bones and buryen hem, 
and fyngen and maken gret melodye-f." 

♦ together. f P« 54>« 

I Marco 
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Marco Paiilo attributes a fimilaf cuf* 
torn to the inhabitants of Draooia, 
$, kingdom in Sumatra: *^ Apud hos talis 
eft confuetudo quand6 quis gravitef ifl-^ 
firmatur, propinqui & confanguinei 
ejus conTocant magos & incantatores^ 
illofque interrogant, an segrotus fit fani-^ 
tatem rccuperaturus. Et illi reffondent 
id quod daemonum fuggeftione didice- 
rinfc Si dixermt infirmufh hotx poflfe 
iiberari, quin illi aegritudine inttttat, 
adfunt qui infirmo os concludtint,' ri* 
xefpirare poffit, atque fie occidtiiit 
priufquam ab infirmitate extinguat'ttt^ 
& carnes ejus incidunt, coquunt atque 
devorint: ^ id potiffimum faciunt 
prq)inqui & confanguinei infirmi fimtd 
congregati — porro ofla in cavernii moih» 
tium fepeliunt *.** 

When Mandeville is quoted, we are 
not always merely to expe<5t a coinci- 
dence in fidlion^ but fometimes a cor^ 

* L. iH. c. 17. Novtftf Ofbk. 

4 roboration 
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roboration ^f thidi ; and I have little 
doubt! but that the preceding narratives 
of ouf old voyager ♦ are in many points 
Ari^ly true. Mr. Marfden infers from 

aSpa- 

* Mandarille commeoced his peregrinations 
into the Eaft foon after th^ return of Marco 
Pautoy a copy of whofe travels he might 
poffibly have ieen : yet the difficulty of gaining 
accefa to anjr MS» in that age of ignorance ren* 
ders it extremely queftionable. It is no impro- 
bable fuppoiition that the charader of the 
Ibrmer, during the time of his exigence, flood 
m hi^y in regard to veracity, as that of the 
ktter: having been eftablifiied by authority 
whkh none, except Wicliff and his followers^ 
wcie then inclined to queflioa or difputr* 
** His tretys^ Mandeville gravely aflures us, 
vnts fnwei. fortrew^ by the avyfr aaddifcceet 
confeylle [council] of oure holy Fadir/* And it 
appears that this conclave of profound geogra- 
phers pronounced their decree in confequence of 
bis Mi^s agreement with one mere than a hundrtd 
timet Uarger^ <* be the whiche the Ma^a Mundl 
was made after.'* On this inefbgable evideocc 
la it 
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a Spaaiih MS. that the ancient inhabi- 
tants of the Philippine * iflaods, and 
fome which ftill remain in an- inland 
diftri<3: of Sumatra (iiegrpes. and canni- 
' bals), were the fame race of people ; and 
we find that the facrifice among the 
former for a field perfon was occafibnally 
a fnan, aland animal, or a turtle.- After 
fome fuperftitious ceremonfes the viftim 
was flain, and the moft delicious parts 
eaten by the cpmpanyf'. This feema 
to be a cafl:igated copy of the cuftojp 
recorded by Marco Paulo and Mande- 
ville ; as that, meutioned by them, is a 
more exaA tranfcript of one which pre- 
vailed in a very remote period.- The Fa- 
ther of hiftory informs us, that the Pa- 

it acquired the papal fan<^ion ; and' all inclma- 
tion ro fcepticifra of courfe fublId^(S (Sec 
p. 381^ &c.) 

* One of the Philippines, in Candifh's Voyage 
round the World, is faid to have been inhabited 
by Negroes. Purchas's Pilg. VoLI. p. 68* 

.^ + P-^S7« 

daei. 
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d&i, ah Indian people, fed on raw flefli ; 
and that, when any of their community 
fell lick, he was difpatched and eaten by 
his neareft friends *. He mentions like- 
wife, thatv when any of the Maflagetae 
arrived at a very advanced period of 
life, it was ufual for his relations to 
affertible together, and facrifice him 
with cattle of different kinds ; to boil 
their flefli together and to feaftuponit-f-. 
Strabo :}: iand many other aathors relate 
the fame circumftance after himf. 
Pomponius Mela, in defcribing the 
manners of different Indian nations, 
fays, that, " quidam proximos, paren- 
tefque, priufquam annis aut aegritiidinc 
in macieni eaht, velut hoflias caedunt: 
caeforufnqtie' vifceribtrs epulari fas ^ 

* HerocL L. iii« 

t L. u He gives nearly the fame account of 
the Efledones, a favagc people, who.dvyelt near 
the Maeotis, L. iv, 

4^Gcog, L. x'u 

I 3 tHAxinie 
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mapcime pium $fi*J* TWfiq:pofcd picly 
of the action is likewife noticed by our 
countryman — ** for stif the wormes d^ 
the erthe eten hem, the foule ihoulde 
fuffre gret peyne as thei feyn -f-." Ver- 
toman^ who travelled to India about the 
conclufion of the 15th century, in his 
defcription of the ifle of GyavAi by 
which he probably means Sumatra, Ire* 
quently coincides with the accounts of 
Mandevillei [^ Ejus infulae cu^oret 
(eos inquam qui carnlbus vefcuntur) 
ubi viderint parentes cooifedlos fenio 
nuUius jam ufus efle, in emporium ad<^ 
<Ju61:os protinus Anthropophagis ven- 
dunt : qui ubi venierint continuo jnac^ 
tantur, locoque efcul^ntorum ab uon*- 
nullis abfumuntur. Et ubi junior quif- 
plam in earn devenerit aegritiidinem, ut 
judicio fapientum, praefentem languoren^ 
cvadcre jiou poffc vid«tur, is a parcn- 

♦ U 51. G- y. f p, z^. 

tibm 
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tibus yd gormaxus, ut n;(ors ip& prmre- 
niatur, letho traditur quamprimom^ 
fundtufque vxtA venit Anthropop^iagpb/^ 
When i?he ^latives perceived that the 
friend of VertoQian \yas ihocked U 
theix unnatural feafts^ they thus retorted 
the charge of indecency and barbarity— 
^^ O Perfas^ peccatis nulla expiandi 
viiStima, quando carnes ade^ fomofas 
vtrifibus efuiandas ^xpomlis * ! '* 

Mr, 

, # jNTovus Orbit, p. 29$. The MaXbgtt^f 
.according to St. Jerom, eateruioed the fiinie , 
opinion. ** MjifTaget^ & Derbiccs ipifernmo^ 
putant, qui sgrptatione moriantur, & parentes^ 
cognatos, propinquos, cum ad fenedbim vene- 
rint, jugulatos devorant, re£tiu8 cfk ducentei^ 
ut ^ fe potius, qaam a vermibut coniedantur/' 
(Ad. Jovin. L. ii.) In the fame treatife he 
fpeakt of the Scon as Cannibals from his own 
knowledge, and informs us what the parts were 
which their ^ mtfonis moft efleemed. Strabo 
likewife obfervef, that little more was knowa 
concerning Ireland in his days than that its 
inhabitants were cannibals, and held it as a 
I 4 me* 
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• Mr. Marfden produces' various au- 
thorities * relative to the prevalence of 
this horrid cuftom, which may be traced 
in the old world from beyond the banks 
of the Ganges to the Weftern fhores of 
America, and Frozen Ocean -)- ; and, in 
the new, from HudfonVbay to the ex- 
tremity of the Southern continent. 

The prefervation of fome part of the 
head, as a trophy or a relic, has been . 
its ufual, though not certain, accom- 
paniment. Mr. Marfden's opinion, 
fhat the fame race originally inhabited 
the Philippine iflands and Sumatra, has 
been ' already noticed. The former ;}: 
are faid to take particular delight in 

meritorious a<^ion to eat the bodies of- their 
dcceafcd parents. (Geog.- L. iv.) The fame 
account is given by different authors of other 
ancient nations. 

* p. 299. 

+ Vide Pliir. Nat. Hift. L. vii. c; 2. ' ' 

X Hill, of Sumatra, p. 258.' " 

drink- 
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drinking out of the fcuUs of thofe ene- 
mies whom they had fcalped. And 
Nicholi di Conti obferves, that ^^ the 
Sumatrans (in his time) were all Gen- 
tiles ; and the man-eaters* among them 
ufed the fcuUs of their eaten enemies in- 
ftead of money -|-, exchanging the fame 
for their neceflaries; and he was ac- 
counted the richeft man who had moft of 
thofe Ikulls in his houfe." This recalls 
the well-known cuftom of the Goths^ to 
drink beer out of thofe belonging to 
their enemies : and would almoft tempt us 
to fuppofe, that there was fome original 
connexion between thefe widely fepa- 
rated people, though it pomtedly difcri- 
minates their national characters. The 
hardy Goths, like the Scythians ;{; of 

♦ That part of the ifland in which they dwelt 
he calls Batech, (Purchas's Pilg. Vol. III. 
p. 158), the fame difiri6t probably which is now 
,called Batta. v 



t Purchas's Pilgrimage, p. 612, 
I Herod. L. iv. ^ 



old. 
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fAd, converted their enemies^ heads into 
cups^ .whicfa^ we may conclude, were 
not unfrequently produced as memo- 
neis of their prowqfs ; whilft the com- 
xoercial Jdod Itfs enterprizing IndifLn ren- 
dered that of his enemy an ^ck of 
<mnniM^ce. 

Mandeville gives a long account of 
certain people who expofed their friends* 
(dc»d bodies to be devoured by ihcfwds 
rf the air ■; and adds, that the fon of 
cthc deceafed referved the head: and 
^^ tfwreof he zcvetlie * of the flefche to 
jhis moft fpecyaUe frendes, in fiede of 
•catre meife or a fukkarke^^d and<>f the 
^raynpanne he letethe make a cmfpe^ 
and thereof drynkethe he and his other 
frendes alfo, with gret devocioun^ in 
remembrance of the holy man, that 
the Aungeles % of God han eten ; and 

* .gnreth. ff- delicacies, 

X Tiie birds. — Mandcville poffibly meant t» 
iotimatey by the expreffion in the text, that they 
were confidered as facred meflengers, 

that 
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thsA cuppe the fonihalle kepe to drys&eti 
of alle his lif tyme^ in remembiaace of 
Jbis &dir *•'* Thefe circumftances derive 
foaie cnedit both from the tt&itnony of 
ancient and modem >vriters« The firi]t 
is mentioned by Frocopius^ L. i. d^ 
bello Perfico; is noticed by many of 
our old voyagers^ and is Hill in ufe 
aoumg the Parsebs^ who are difperfed 
over various parts of India and Ferfia. 
Jt prevsuled likewife among many na^ 
dons of antiquity* 

Strabo fays, the Cafpiai^ expofed die 
^ead bodies of their old people ; and, if 
tdiey were eaten by birds, they efteemed 
it as an omen of dieir felicity in a iiituie 
ilate ; but, if by dogs or^ild beafts, if: 
was a contrary iign*f'« Thofe who fell, 
fighting bravely in battle among the 
Barichaeans, were configned as a mzsk 
sX diflin Abu to be the food of vulture 

^ P* 376» t Gcog. L. XI. 
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\ . 

Several inftances might be added to 
thofe I have already given of the fcuiis 
of the deceafed being preferved as fa- 
cred relics, and ornamented with gold. 
by fome ancient nations, and formed 
into drinking veflels by others ; biit I 
ihall clofe, with Mr, Ives's teftirfiony 
in fupport of our countryman's veracity, 
a fubjedl, which, though difgujfting and 
mortifying to human vanity, is replete 
with ihflruAion, as it forcibly fhews 
what abfurdities the mind of man is ca- 
pable of adopting when unenlightened 
by revelation 1 — ^He fays, *^it* was re- 
ported of the ancient' inhabitants of 
Ceyton, that they i made cups of their 
parents' fcuUs, with a view that in the 
xnidft of their miVth and jollity they 
might be fttre to- preferve a grateful 
remembrance of them -f*. 

* JSXizxi de An, L. x. c. ii. ^ p. 62. 

As 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



As many o£ the Indian ifland^ appear 
to have been : inhabited by Cannibals in 
common, with Sumatra^ I ihall endda- 
tour to -point out fome circumftances, 
which, if not abfolutely appropriate, 
yetj taken in conjunAion^ feeni- pretty 
clearly to identify it as the coaft on 
which abidbad is fuppofed to have been 
wrecked. 

The herb, which^ like '* the infane 
root, take.s the xeafon prifoner," ftruck 
me at firft as having been poffibly fug- 
gefted to I the Arabian author and to 
Shakfpearc from a paflage in Plutarch's 
fife of Mark Anthony, whofe foldiers, 
it is there faid, being greatly prefled 
by hunger, fed on a particular root 
that deprived all thofe who tailed it of 
fenfe and reqoUeftion. I entertain like- 
wife fome fufpicion that it might have 
originated fjrom the Lotos in the 
Odyffey; 

. ** whicL 
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<*■■■'■■■ «« whkh whofo taAet 
Infsfiate riots it» the iWeet rtpafts : 
Nor other bomcp nor other care iotBinisy 
But quits his hou(e, his country, and hi* 

fiieada^" Odyff. uL 

Daris, however, who failed to Su- 
matra in the y^ar 1599^ fays, " kithis 
country there is a kind of feedy whereof 
a little being eaten, maketh. a man to 
turn foole, all things feeming to him 
to be metamorphofed *.** Could wc 
here fubftitute root or berk for feed, it 
would afford an excellent parallel ta 
Sindbad, or derivative for Shakfpeare,^ 
as Macbeth, ftom whence I quoted 
above, was- in all probability not written 
till the year 1606. 

Linfchoten mentions an herb'as very 
common in India, called Dutroa— ^ 

* Purchaa's Pilgrims, Vol. I. p. 120. The 
iaihe account, withfome little variation, appears 
in Harris's Coiie&on, VoU I. p. 50. xft Ed. 
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^^ the ^flower or bloflotne of this phut h 
very like unto the bloiibme o£ Rofemary 
in colour^ and out of tihiis bloffiMSft 
gro\;veth a bud^ much like the bud of 
popie^ wherein are certaine fmatH: ker<« 
nells^ like the kernells of melons^ 
whtch^ being fbunped and putiato any 
me^^ wine^ water^ or any other drinJfie 
or compolition^ and eaten or drtrnk 
therewith^ maketh a man in fuchcafe 
as if faee were foolifh^ or out of his 
wits, fo that hee doth nothing eUe buft 
kiigh^ without any tmderftanding or 
fence once to perceive any thing that 
is done in his prefcncc *.'* Here we 
are tempted to wiih that Sindbad and 
Shakfpeare had mentioned kemeL 

Mr. Le Grand^ in a difiertattioii tn- 
nexed to Lobo*s voyage toAbyffinia^ 
as tfanflated by Dr. JobnfTn, .£rj^ 

♦ Purchas'g Rlgfittis, Vd. II. p. 1781. 8c« 
dfo p. 1757. 

that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( "8 ) 

that on the eaftern coaft of Africa there 
is- an' *' herb called by the Portuguefe 
dutro^ by the Cafres banguiniy which 
hath this wonderful quality, that, taken 
in meat or drink, it entirely, deprives a 
man of reafon for the fpace of twenty 
four hours *.'* This herb, I apprehend, 
is now known by the name oi datura ^, 
dutrcy and firamontum ferox. The beft 
authors on the Materia Medica de- 
fcribe its efFedls nearly in the fame 
manner as thofe I have quoted. 

Another vegetable is fubmitted to 
our choice^ which poflefles an intoxi- 
cating quality, and the chewing of 
which prevails at prefent throughout 

♦ p. 226. ift Ed. 

f See James's Englifli Difpenfaiy; p. 197. 
zA £d* Mr. Marfden does not notice this herb 
as a produ6l: of Sumatra ; but fays, that opium 
it in univerfal requed with its inhabitants : and 
it is not inapoflible but that opium maj be 
meant by Sindbad. ' 

a • ' the 
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fee greater part of India. Dampier 
mentions that the inhabitants of Su- 
hiatra ^* make ufe of a certain herb like 
hemp, called Ganga or Bangy which, if 
infufed in any liquor^ exerts its operation 
upon thofe that tafte it after a very odd 
manner, according to their different 
conftitutions ; for fome it ftupifies, 
others it makes fleepy, others merry, 
^nd fome quite mad */' 

In a ** New Accouht of Eaft India 
and Perfia, by Dr. Fryer," who com- 
ftienced his travels in 1672, and re- 
turned in 1681, we find that the Dutry 
and Bung (as he ftyles them) were made 
ufe of in both thefe countries on ac- 
count of their inebriating qualities. 
He fays, that, when pfcople of diftindlion 
fell under the difpleafure of the king of 
Golconda, a potion, in which the juices 
of thefe plants were mingled, was com- 
monly adminiftered to them, which 

♦ Harris's Collcft. vol II p 900. 

K . fifft 
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£rfi: iniatuated and afterwards deftroye4 
them. He calls it Po/i*, and adds^ 
that " after a week's tafting they crave 
more than ever they naufeated : Ad il- 
lorum vkem qui deguftato Sardonum 
graminum fucco feruntur in morte ri-. 
dere ; making them fooliflily mad "f •** 

Sindbad's travelling eight days before 
he finds white men on another part o£ 
the coaft will not agree with the con- 
trailed fize of the Andaman or Nicpbar 
iilands : from their fpeaking Arabic 
and gathering pepper, we may naturally 
infer, that they belonged to fome na- 
tioUi between which and Sindbad's coun- 
trymen a friendly and commercial i^ter*. 
courfe fubfifted. 

Pepper is the common produft of the 
Sunda iilands^ and more peculiarly fo 

* Bernier mentions it by the name of Pcufi^^ 
and defcribes it fomewhat differently. Vide,, 
torn. L 

t Page 32, 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t H^ ) 

t)f Sumatra. It was an early objcft df 
commerce to the Arabians ; who^ at 
the fuppofed period of Sindbad's ex^ 
iftence^ chiefly fupplied Europe with 
this and all other Eaft-Indian com*^ 
modities. During his flight he fupports 
himfelf on Cocoa nuts ; ** which 
ferved him (as they have many others) 
for meat and drink." And they, like- 
wife, it is well known, abound in Su- 
matra* 

The king of the ifland, to which 
Sindbad is conveyed, receives him with 
great hofpitality: and, by prefenting 
his majefty with a bridle and a pair of 
ftirrups, the ufe of which was before 
unknown in his territories, he gains en- 
tire pofleflion of his regard and efteem. 
But from this circumftance,an evil re- 
fults of which he was not aware. The 
king cannot be prevailed on to part 
with him, but infifls on his marry- 
ing, and fetding for life in his coun- 
try* Sindbad accordingly weds a lady 
K a of 
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of beauty i rank, and fortune: yiet 
ftill, like :^other 'Ulyffes/ (for it ap- 
pears ..he had left a Penelope at 
homCy) longs to return to his native 
Bagdad . » 

Whilft . his mind is occupied with 
this: reflexion, the wife. of a neighbour 
dies ; and he finds, to his great fuprize^ 
that in confequence of that event he 
muft lofe his neighbour alfo; an im- 
memorial cuftom having prevailed in 
this ifland for *^ the living hulband to 
be interred with the dead wife, and the 
living wife with the dead huiband." 

This untoward circumftance ftrikes 
Sindbad with fome apprehenfions on hi^ 
own account,, and they prove not 
groundlefs. His wife dies, and, not- 
withftanding all his arguments and 
fupplications, he is buried alive with 
her. 

The ceremony is thus defcribed.— 
Th^ corpfe of the deceafed, being de* 
pofited n a coifin with all her jewels and 
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magnificent apparel, is carried to the 
top of a lofty mountain : an iitimcnfe 
ftone is removed, and the coffin let 
down into a deep pit beneath; The 
hnlband follows at the head oi the ca- 
valcade, and is likewife let down in an 
open coffin, with a veflel full of water 
an<d feven little loaves. The ftone, imme-^ 
diately afterwards, is again rolled over 
* the cavity. ..... 

Sindbad, notwithftahding his difmal 
fituation in this gloomy and peftife- 
rous manfion, lofes not the defire of 
life : and to preferve it, after his own 
provifions are expended, he converts 
the bones of the dead into inftruments 
of deftrudlion, and kills feveral unhappy 
wretches, who were le't down with their 
fpoufes' dead bodies fubfequent to his 
own fepulture ; and on their bread arid 
water he for foraie time fupports him- 
felf. This circumftance recalls one, 
poffibly more horrid, in Pierre de Vaudi 
where he and the lady, impelled by rd- 
K 3 fiftlefs 
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fifUefs hunger, deftroy the negro, their 
faidiful fellow-traveller, to prolong, a 
niiferable exiftenpe by feeding on his 
carcafe. 

The appreheniions of Juliet, which 
thrill the foul of the reader with conge- 
nial horror, are likewife partly realife4 
in this horrible fcene ; 

Oh ! if I wake, fliall I not be diflraugbt. 
Environed with all thefe hideous feart } 
And madly play with ray forefathers' joints > 
And pluck the mangled Tybalt from hit 

(hioud I 
And in this rage, witt| fome great kinfman*s 

bone, 
At with a club, dafli out my defperate 

brains i A, IV. S* 3. 

Whilft Sindbad is in the a<ft .of dif- 
patching one of the wretched yidlims 
to a barbarous cuftom, he hears an ani^ 
pal panting and breathing quick near 
the place where he flood. He purfues 
^t, guided by the found ; and foon be-* 
' - * / hpld^ 
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holds a dim imcertain lights fomctimes 
refembling a ftar^ and fometimts loft in 
darknefs. At length,, however, he ap- 
proaches the place from whence it came, 
and finds it to be a fiifure in the rock 
through which the animal, that came 
from the ocean to prey on the dead 
bodies, had entered. Sindbad now ef^ 
fedls his efcape, and finds hiqifelf by 
the fea-fide to his great fatisfadlion. 

We have no particular dire<Slion to 
inftru^ us in the geographical fituatioqi 
of this ifland. On quitting it, Sind- 
bad fays, he pafled by feveral others, 
one called ^* the Ifle of Bells^' ten days 
fsul from Serendib, and fix from Kela^ 
to which it was fubjedl. The latter 
country, we are told, was inhabited 
by Cannibals y and abounded in '' lead 
mines, Indian canes, and excellent 
camphire." Thefe iflands, as our ad- 
venturer is now Peering homeward from 
^uxnatra;, may naturally be fuppofed to 

K4 ^^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( '36 ) 

lie in or near the weftern part of thd 
bay of Bengal. The produAs of Kel4 
^gree with thofc which are mentioned 
jas articles of commerce at Cala * by 
the Mohammedan travellers. The firft 
of them intimates that it was not very 
far from Serenfiib -f, (Geylon) ; and 
fays, that an ifland which lay between 
them was inhabited by Cannibal net 
groes, and abounded with fugar canes. 
Renaudot obferyes, that the Arabians 
always touched at Cala J, or Calabar^ 
in their way to China, and that ^* it 
muft have been fomewhere about the 
point qf Malabar." From thefe cir- 
cumftance3 we might fairly conclude, 
that Kela lignified the fame place as 
jCala; and lay nearly, as the Moham- 
inedan traveller has faid of the latter, 
ff in the mid paffage between Arabia 

t Page 6i. f Page iz^ 
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and China." The greatcft difficulty i« 
where to find an ifland near the Mar 
labar point, about *' eighty leagues ih 
. circumference," as he defcribes this to 
be. 

That the eaftern nations generally 
cqnfidered any traveller, verfed in arts of 
which they were ignorant, as a moft 
defirable acquifition, and that their def- 
potic monarchs feldom afterwards per- 
mitted thofe unhappy guefts to revifit 
their native country, appears by various 
accounts. An inftance is given, in Pur- 
chases Pilgrimage, of one Adams *, who 
was detained in Japan by the erhperor 
pf that ifland in the year 1599. '^^^ 
fame principle, according to Bruce, 
prevails to this day in Abyffinia. The 
'fietention of our hero therefore is per- 

* He was the firft Englifhman who vilited 
^hat country. See Purchases Pilgrimage, p. 588 ; 
^nd Harris's CoUe£t« vol. I, p. 52. 
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tt&Lj confiftent with oriental ctfiume: 
and, as the greater part of the Eaft^In* 
dian iflands was^ I apprehend, inba- 
bited by a lefs-polilhed race of people 
than thofe on the continent, the acqui- 
iition of fuch an artift as Sindbad, in a 
country which knew not the ufe of a 
faddle and bridle^ muft have been of 
great importsUice* 

The fuppofed cuftom of the htifband*$ 
accompanying his deceafed wife to be 
interred in the fame grave is to be 
found, I believe, in no authentic * nar- 
fative. Much greater complaifance and 
attention have been fhewn immemorially 
by the ladies in the Eaft, than by our 
fex, to their departed conforts, 
. Mandeville indeed fays, that in ^^the 
contrce of Polombe zif the women dye 
before the huibonde men brennen hini 

♦ Some diftant refcmblancc occurs in St Jcrom* 
•• Scythae eosqui a dcfun^lis amati funtj vivH 
tnibdiunt oflibus mortuorum." ( Ad Jovin. L. ii*) 
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4w^ith hire *." He adds, however, 
^* tcifthat be woli, and %if that he woie 
mty no man conftreyneth him thereto^ 
From which we may conclude, that 
it was no very prevalent fafhion. He 
inentions, likewife, that in " the ylc 
of Calanak, zif a man that is maryed 
dye, men buryen his wif with him alle 
quyk. For men feyn there, that it is 
refown, that fche make him companye 
in that other world, as fche did iu 
thisf." 

Mr. Grofe, likewife, in his Voyage 
to the Eaft-Indies^:, fays, that among 
a particular call of Indians a plate of 
rice, a jar of water, and the cloaths 
and jewels a wife wore when alive, 
were buried with her. But he farther 
informs us, that the huiband ufually di- 
veiled her of the latter before the grains 
, was filled up§. 



* V.20J. t P. 334. 

X In 1745. § P- 3J9* 
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The fame gentleman mentions, that 
^^ on the extreme point of Malabar hill 
18 a rock flat on the top, in which there 
is a -natural crevice, communicating 
with a hollow that terminates towards 
the fea/' ** The Gentoos, he adds, ufc 
this place as a purification of their fins, 
^ by going in at the opening, and forcing 
thek way (a difficult talk as it appears 
for a corpulent perfon) through the cre- 
Vice/ 

This hill fomewhat accords with that 
in Sindbad's narrative, but, I believe, 
its exiftence depends entirely on Mr. 
Grofe*s authority ; and, though his in- 
tegrity is not to be queftioned, we may 
fufpedl, that, as his vifit to the Indian 
coaft was of fhort duration, he might, 
like his predeceflbrs in days of yore, 
have been liable to mifihformation an4 
mifapprehenfion. 

Our hero's mode of efcape may, 
with much greater appearance of pro- 
bability, *have been fuggefted by an 

incident 
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incident that took place in a very eztlf 
period of Grecian hiftory, relative ta 
Ariftomcnes *, the Meflenian general, 
who was taken prifoner by the Spartans, 
and -with fifty of his countrymen pre- 
cipitated into a deep gloomy cavern. 
All the others were killed by the faH ; 
and for three days he lay almoft dead 
with hunger and with the ftench of 
corrupted carcafes, when he perceived 
.a fox near him, gnawing a dead body. 
With one hand he caught it by the 
hind leg, and with the other held its 
jaw when it attempted to bite him. 
Following, as well as he could, hjis 
ftruggling guide to the narrow crevice 
at which he entered, he there let him 
go, and foon forced hiriifelf a paflage 
through it to the welcome face of day. 

^* Univ. Hift. Vol. VII. p. 46.' 8vo. ' Stanjr^ 
»n's Greek Hift, Vol. I. p. 94. 
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Sanchp's * efcape frDm the pit into 
vriiich he tumbled with Dapple^ after 
the abdication of his government, is 
fcxxtewhat limilar; but Cervantes did 
not think of Sindbad or of Arifl:omenes«. 



VOYAGE V. 



Sindbad, without faying a word of 
the courfe which he now fleered, men- 
tions, that after a. long navigation he 
touched at a defart ifland^ in which his 
companions perceived an^ egg equal to 
that he had feen in his fecond voyage*. 
A young roc was in it, juft on the 
point of being hatched, and its bill be- 
gan to appear. His brother merchants^ 

♦ Mottcaux* Don Qiiixote^ roU IV. c. 55. 

in 
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in fpite of his remonftrances, break fhc 
egg with hatchets^ and pull out the 
young bird piece by piece, and roaft it; 
but t;he banquet proves no leis fatal ta 
them, than that did to the companionar 
of Ulyfles which they made on the 
oxen facted to Apollo*. Sindbad^ 
whofe oratory was equally inef!icacioti» 
with that of the Grecian chieftain, has^ 
merely, like him, the melancholy fatis- 
fsL&iqn of furviving his Voracious com-^ 
panions. 

Two dark clouds in appearaiice, but 
in reality the parents of the roc on 
which Sindbad's aflbciates had fo im- 
prudently feafted, are feen . advancing* 
through the air. They frequently 
wheel round the place where their 
young one had been ilaughtered; and 
uttering mpft frightful fcreams at lengtk 
depvtf 

♦ Od;rff/x2. 

The. 



■ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 144 ) 

The captain urges his crew to quit thtf 
dangerouscoaft with all expedition. They 
obey his commands ; but ere lung obferve 
thefe moriftefs of the air hovering over 
their heads, and bearing in their talons 
ftones of an enormous fize. The fe- 
cond, which they drop, Falls on the 
devoted veflel, fplits it in a thonfand 
pieces, and all the crew, except Sindbad, 
perifli. Borne on a fragment of the 
wreck, he at length, with much diffi- 
culty, gains footing on an ifland, which 
refembled ** a moft delicibus garden,** 
abounding with limpid ftreams and 
fruits of various kinds, alluring to the 
eye and grateful to the tafte. 

This ftory is extremely fimilar to on^ 
related by an Arabian writer named 
Demir, or Damir, who died in the year 
,1405. Bochart-ftyles him a naturalift; 
but we muft not, therefore, clafs him 
with a Buffi)n or a Linnasus. He ap- 
pears to have accumulated real or 

iicfti- 
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fiftitious narratives as they occurred 
without difcrimination or judgement. 
Whether the fabulift or the philofopher 
(if we may fo name him) had the 
priority in point of exiftence is not 
ealily afcertained. They probably lived 
near the fame period of time ; and de- 
rived their information from one com- 
mon fource ; the hyperbolical narratives 
of Arabian feamen who traverfed the 
Indian ocean ; the ^* oriental putters 
out on five for one *.'* . 

*^ In terram j9%tf r^^, i.e. in Africam 
occidentalcm venit mercator quidam, 
qui inter Sinas diu degerat; habuit is 
radicem pexmae ex alis pulli ejus nov^m 
aquae utres continentem; referebat fe 
aliquando profetStum ad mare Sinenfe 
ventum ad magnam infulam impulifley 
ad qviam cum appuliifent^ ut lignum 

* Tcnipcft, A, 3. S. 3. 
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ic aquam ex ea fumercnt, vidcrttftt*. 
• ••••••• tentorium nlagnuin altum 

fupra centum cubitos in quo * 

fulgor erat & Gorufcatio, Quod mirati 
cum accefliffent, deprehenderunt eflc 
ovuni avis Rucb^ quod lignis & fecuribus 
& batillis & lapidibus percutcre non de- 
fierimt, donee a pullo divifum eft, qui 
crat inftar montis. Et ex alaram plu- 
mis fe fufpenderunt, ilium attradhiri, 
fed alas fuas ab iis excuflit pullus. Ita 
ut nihil Tecum attulerint prater hanc 
plumam quae ex alis radicibus evulfa 
t&y cum nondum efTet perfe^bi; tum 
puUum interfecerunt, & ^ carne ejus 
abfliulerunt quantum potuerunt. Quam 
cum in ilia ipfa infula coxiflent, lignum 
quo earn in olla movebant nigrum 

* Where thefe Yacancies are left, BoclifSlrt 
gives the original Arabic, on account, I fuppofe, 
of its difficult interpretation : and what followa, 
I hare been told, is a literal tranflation of it. 

cvafif^ 
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fcVafit,-r-tnteTim cum fub vefpcriim fex 
infulfi difccfliirent, poAridie ad folis 
brtum avis Ruch in acre confpecfta eft> 
tit nubes in^tns^ habejis inter pedes petr^e 
fragnieniUin ad inftar tiiiagnaB domus> 
iatque ipfe naVe majus, quod fuper tos 
conjecit *.•••.; cutp fuit e regione 
navis. Scd cum havis praeceliiffet illiid 
in mare decidit^ Et lie illos potentia 
& mifericordia fua eripuit deus optimus 
maximus 'f-/* 

In Lucian's true hiftory % a fidlion oc- 
curs not unlike the priefentj in which 
the egg of an enormous king-fifher is 
demolilhed with hatchets^ and free 
egrefs giveti to a young one ^^ larger 
than .twenty large vulturs*** 

Sindbad^ though wrecked jbf his af*. 
fociates' fault, like tJlyfles on the ifland 

* See ftote in the preceding pag^, 
f HierozoicoDi Vol. IL g. 85^ 
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of Ogygia, finds no Calypfo to pity 
and confole him. A weak and feeble 
old man meets his view, fitting befide 
the bank of a ftream, whom he falutes. 
The other makes no reply, but fignifies 
by gefticulation that he wifhes Sindbad 
would take him on his back and convey 
him over the river. Our hero, fup- 
pofing his intention was to gather fbme 
fruit with which the trees on the other 
fide appeared to be deeply laden, wil- 
lingly complies; but, flrooping to let him 
down, the feemingly decrepid old man 
clafps his legs nimbly round his neck, 
and '^ he perceives his fldn to refemble 
that of a cow." 

This malicious Being now gralps our 
traveller's throat fo fl:raitly, that with the 
prdTure he faints away. He then relaxes 
his embrace a little, but, on Sindbad's re- 
covering; thrufts his feet againft his fides 
andftomach, and conipels him to rife. 
Day and night this unmerciful rider, 
more burthenfome than ever Place-man 

knew. 
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knew, fticks clofe to him, and makes 
him weary ' of his exiftence. One 
day, having filled a dry calebalh, 
which he found imder a tree, with the 
juice of gr^es, the liquor proved fo 
exquifite on the next *, that he drank 
freely of it ; and, his fpirits being exhi- 
larated, he began to dance and fing, not- 
withftanding his uneafy load. The old 
man, perceiving the caufe, fignifies by 
figns his inclination' to p^-rtake of fo deli- 
cious a beverage. Sindbad readily af- 
fents; and his tormentor plies the cale- 
balh with fuch fpirit and perfevisr^ce 
that he becomes completely intoxicated 
and relaxes his hold. Our traveller, at 
length, Ihafees off his living burthen, 
and with a ftone dafhes out his brains. 

The crew of a vefliel, who land on 
the ifland to take i^n y^^ter aad to re- 

* This 18 confident with fad« Aay faccha- 
rine liquor will ferment in tbat fpacc of time 
ia a veiy hot climate. 
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frefli themfelves, inform him that tho 
perfon he had deftroyed was known by 
the name of the old man of the fea^ whq 
had rendered the coaft famous by the 
number of people whom he had ftran-? 
gled. 

The Arabians had their mermen and 
mermaids, the idea of which they pro- 
bably derived from the Tritohs an4 
Nereids of the Greeks ; or more immc-« 
diately from India, their common qrigin. 
But of this peculiar character no flrong 
refemblance is, I believe, to be found 
in the marine mythology of either 
(:ountry. 

An Arabian writer mentions, among 
ether ideal inhabitants of the ocean, 
pne ft vied ** fenex judaeus, cujus faciei 
inftar humanae eft, barb^ cand, corpus 
ut corpus ranae, pili ut jpili bovis^ fta- 
tura vituli.'' He introduces another, 
ynder the defignation of *^ homo aqua-s 
ticus/* * ♦^ Quando confpici dicitur iin 
^g^^X\ P^iP^fc^no wim4 hiijus fpeciei^i 
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cui icilicet eft hominis fpecies & barba 
cana:^ iinde vocBnt/ensm marinum, & eo 
vifo magnam annonas vilitatem praefa^ 
giunt/' 

Some others of the fame kind are de- 
lineated in Bochart's Hierozoicon * ; 
but they afford no great refemblancc 
to this Angular perfon^e. I would 
willingly fuppofe the phrafe *^ of the 
fea" to be an addition of the tranflator, 
not countenanced by the original ; or 
that it was applied to Sindbad's perfe* 
cutor merely on account of his infular 
abode^ or ufxial appearance by the fea« 
fide. 

If either of thcfe conjeftures be al- 
lowed, we may pronounce him, with- 
out any hefitation, to be an On rang 
OuTAN, It is to be obferved, that he 
never fpeaks, but exprcfTes his meaning 
by gefticulation ; he lives on fruits; 
the Ikin of his legs refemblcs that of ^ 

• Vol. II. p. 8s8. 88o. 
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cow; and his winding them Tonnd 
Sindbad's neck is confiftent with the 
J)liability of limb belonging to that 
animal ; even his draining the calebafh, 
in imitation of Sindbad, is charafteriftic 
of our humiliating copyifts. 

Not unlike this adventure of Sind- 
bad is one which occurs to the hero of 
Scarron's ^^ Comical Romance,'* The 
paflage, though fprinkled with the 
ufual flippancies of this lively author, 
is not deftitute of the terrible graces, 
and is probably the only one of the 
kind in all his works. 

It was midnight, when Destiny in 
pursuit of Angelica paffed through a 
hollow lane full of ftones and wheel 
tracks. The moon funk behind a 
cloud; and his horfe, contrary to the 
ardor of his wiflies, urged on its way 
with a flow and broken pace. " Whilft 
inwardly execrating the uneven road, he 
is fuddcnly alarmed by a man or a devil 
leaping on horfeback behind him, and 

clafping 
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clafping his hands about his neck^ 
Deftiny was terribly frightened ; and his 
horfe fo much ftartled, that he had in- 
fallibly thrown his rider, had not the 
phantom, who encircled him with his 
arms, kept him firm on the faddle. 
The horfe, ftruck with terror, ran away 
with him; and Deftiny, not knowing 
what he did, by an unfeafohable appli- 
cation of his fpurs, increafed his fpeed ; 
for he felt, with no little difiatisfaiSlion, 
two naked arms around his neck, and a 
cold face clofe to his cheek, breathing 
time to the cadence of his galloping 
fteed; The race proved long, for the 
lane was not a fhort one. At laft^ oa 
the entrance of a heath, the impetuofity 
of the horfe and the agony of Deftiny 
began to abate ; for cuftom induces us 
by degrees to fupport the moft frightful 
things. The moon how Ihone forth in 
unclouded light, on purpofe that he 
might behold a large man behind him 
iUrk-naked^ and a difagreeable counte-. 

nancQ 
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nance clofe to his. He did not think 
proper to enquire who he was, but 
again preffed on his horfe full-fpeed, 
which, by this time, began to breathe 
ihort and thick. When leaft expedted, 
' the rider behind dropt off on the ground, 
and began to laugh, DeiHny fiill urged 
his horfe amain, and, looking behind 
him, faw the phantom run with great 
rapidity towards the place from whence 
heiirft made his appearance*." This 
Phantom, the ftory further informs us, 
was a madman who had broken loofe 
from his, confinement. 

I do not, however, fufpeft Scarron 
of borrowing from the Arabian writer ; 
nor Ariofto, in that allegory which he 
has adorned with fublimer wildnefs and 
more magnificence of terror, where 
jealoufyj- enfolds Rinaldo in the feme 
diftreffing manner. 

* Comical Romance, P. ii. c. l, 
^ Orlaudo Furiofo. B, 4a. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( m ) 

The incident as it occurs in each 
HUthor is well told : Ariofio's is un- 
doubtedly invention ; but that in Scar* 
ron and in Sindbad might have origi- 
nated from real fa<ft. More than one 
naked ipadman may have jumped on 
Jiorfeback behind the terrified rider; 
and more than one human being have 
fufFered ftrangulation by the ftrenuous 
grafp of an Orang-Outan. 

A refpeftable traveller of the laft 
century defcribes the ifles of Banda as 
^* one continued wildernefs of nutmeg 
and clove tr^es, pepper, vinesy and 
olives*.*' Now, as I apprehend vines 
^re not often to be met 'with in the 
Eaft Indian iflands, in one of thefe, 
with a little ailiftance of the imagina- 
tion, we have the inhabitant and habi^ 
tation at once : for the Orang-Outan is 
to be found in them, as well as the 
neighbounng ifles of Sunda. 

* Harris'* Collca. Vol I. p. 464, 

After 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( ^S6 ) 

After a few days fail, Sindbad and 
his new aifociates arrive at another 
(x>aft, which abounded with large forefts 
of cocoa-trees inhabited by apes: and 
many fuch iilands might ealily be 
found in this part of the Indian ocean. 

Our hero and his comrades fill their 
bags with cocoas by the following inge- 
nious ftratagem. The tops of the trees 
on which they grew, though from the 
ftraitnefs and fmoothnefs of their trunks 
jnaccefCble to men, afford an agreeable 
abode to the nimble inhabitants and na- 
tural lords of the ifland. To them, on 
the approach of thefe unwelcome intru- 
ders, they fly for refuge* The failors 
pelt them with ftones; and the apes 
retaliate the infult by hurling cocoa- 
nuts at their affailants. This may not 
improperly be ftyled " the retort cour- 
teous;" for they very contentedly pocket 
the affront^ and their enemies' miffive 
weapons at the fame time. 

Cocoa- 
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Cocoa-trees, it h well known, bear 
their fruit on the top, and grow to aa 
immenfe fize in fome of the Indian 
iflands. The account, if fiditious, is 
allowable for its verifimilitude ; but the 
reality of the circumftance is rendered 
highly probable from the following cu- 
rious paffage in Groflifer's defcription of 
China. 

** The tea- tree often grows on the 
iides of mountains and among rocky 
cliffs, to come at which is frequently 
dangerous^ and fometimes impradlicable. 
The Chinefe, that they may gather the 
leaves, make ufe of a Angular ftratagem, 
Thofe declivities are often the habita- 
tion of troops of monkeys, whom they 
mow at, mock and imitate^ till the ani- 
mals, to revenge themfelves, break off 
the branches and fhower them down on 
their infulters; which branches the 
Chinefe afterwards ftrip of their leaves.** 
This paffage is exiradled from the Cri- 
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tical Review * ; to the editor of which 
Dr. Lettfom addreffed a letter, expreffing 
his fatisfadlion to find an account fo 
exactly coinciding with what he had 
given in his hiftory of the tea-tree, and 
which had been treated with unmerited 
ridicule. He formed, it appears, his 
idea of monkeys' undertaking this aftive 
department of the tea manufaftory from 
the following circumftance. ^* In na- 
tions that have not acquired printing, 
the arts which they have difcovered are 
generally preferved and explahied by 
paintings and hieroglyphic reptefenta* 
tions. In Chinefe drawings, I have feeii 
the hiftory of making porcelain, of cul** 
tivating rice, as well as that of collect- 
ing and jpreparing tea ; in which I par- 
ticularly noticed the reprcfentation -f" 

of 

♦ Vol. LXIU. p. 196. 
t I was favoured with the fight of a ir^LWing 
of this kind by Mr. Edwards, bookfeUer, in 

PaU. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( H9 ) 

oF thus ufefuUy employing thefc Irafci- 
ble animals *•" ' 



Pall-Mali : but the figures there introduced did 
not appear as if they intended, by mowing and 
mocking thefe animals, to provoke them to hofbi- 
litlei. They fccmcd evidently attentive to 
them whilfl: they were gathering the branches or 
leaves of the tea -tree; but neither they nor 
the monkeys exhibited any menacing attitude. 
The latter appeared rather as if they were der 
liberately fulfilling an office to which they had 
been regularly trained : and the ide«i derived 
ibme additional (Irength from the reprefentt- 
tion of others, who were walking or fitting bf 
the people as if tamed and domefticated. This 
conje^ure is not abfolutely ioitfted upon ; nor, 
if allowed, will it mtlitat^ flrongly againil what 
M iaid by Mr. Groflier. It . will only tend tQ 
fliew that the Chinefe took advantage of the 
propenfittes of this animal, and converted that 
difpofition to ufe in a domeflic (late, which, «a 
that of nature, was exerted to their aanoy^ 
ance. 

* Critical Review, Vol. LXIII, p. 400. 

Silld- 
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Sindbad next fails to a namelefs iflatid^ 
where he takes in a cargo of pepper* 
Any of thofe near the ftraits of Sunda 
would plentifuUy fupply him with that 
commodity; and by them, as he ap- 
pears to be now.voyaging homeward, he 
muft pafs in his return to Bagdad. He 
from thence proceeds to the ** ille of 
Comari *, where grew the beft fort of 
the wood of aloes, and whofe inhabi- 
tants drank no wine, nor fufFered any 
place of ^debauch." This iingularity 
coincides with what the Mohammedan 
travellers fays of Komar^ whofe king 

' ♦ The tranflator obfervcs, that " this ittand, 
or pcninfula, ends at the Cape which we now 
call (as they did probably fome thoufand years 
fince) Cape Comerin; it is alfo called Comar and 
Camor/* This coincides with Renaudot*s ob- 
fenration, that the Arabians applied the fame 
Word indifferently to iflands and peninfulas. 
See the firft voyage, p. 34, where farther naeo* 
tion is made of Komar or Comorin. 

was 
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was falxlHed by th€ Mehrage. *^ Prom 
tiienGe (/• e. Komar) they bring wood 
aloes — the inhabitants are very cou- 
rageous, and debauchery with women and 
tbe-ufe of wine arc forbidden among 
them*." 

Not content with his cargo of pepper, 
and of wood aloes, for which he ex- 
changes his CQCpa-nTjt5^ Sindbad en- 
gages in another commercial under* 
taking, and hires Divers to fifh for 
p^ul. Tliey prove lucGefsful ; and he? 
at lengdi embarks Dpr Bal£:>ra, and 
ffiom thpnce proceeds to ^Bagdad. It ia 
fnfficient to cbferve, that diere now 49^ 

* Vide ^ AeqomK« of 2iidi# aed €Mn«»'» 
p. 45. The eoiar«ae ct che lobdbitaots na An 
libljtof xoaft, ^nd dMV abfiiorn^^ ia CBMiraJi« 
from wine, \% noticed by Sir Thomas Herberti 
who travdied diidier iff Ike jmx xji^. 
{MjmW$ £oikft. p. 4SS ) 

M find 
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and has been for time immemorial, a 
pearl filhery in the neighbourhood of 
Cape Comorin ♦. 



VOYAGE VI. 

Sindbad, not cured by five Ihip- 
wrecks of his paffion for rambling, 
wliich, like a good muffulman, he at- 
tributes to the influence of his ftars> 
fallies forth again in queil of adventures. 
He travels by land through feveral pro- 
vinces of Perfia and India; and then 
embarks at a fea-port of the latter 

* Marco. Paulo gives neariy the fame ac- 
couat of- fifhmg for pearls, in the neighbours- 
hood of this Cape. (L. iii* c. 2y) 

country. 
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country. After a long voyage his fiiip- 
mates lofe their (iouf fe ; and find them- 
felves at laft hurried on by an irrefiftible 
current towards a rocky coaft, on which 
their veflel is wrecked* The crew efcape 
with fome of their provifiofts and moft 
valuable efFedls; a circumftance which 
affords but little confolation, as they per- 
ceive the fliore ftre^yed with the bones 
of many unfortunate adventurers Who 
had perifhed there before them. 

An inacceffible mountain enclofed 
this fatal fpot on the land fide, *^ the 
ftones of which were of cryftal, rubies, 
and other precious gems ;'* beneath it a 
river of frefli water flowed from the fea 
into a vaft gloomy cavern. " There 
was alfo a fort of fountain of pitch or 
bitumen that nms into the fea, which 
the filhes fwallbw, arid then vomit it 
again, turned into ambergris, and this 
the waves threw up on the beach ii> 
great quantities." Prom this place>. 
M « which* 



Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



( i64 ) 

which the hero of ihe tale patheticaUj 
obfcnrcs *^ might well be called the 
gulf/* no Ihip, if it comes within a 
certain diAance^ can ever return. If 
driven thither by the wind from the fea, 
the wind uid the current deftroy it: 
ihould it arrive there when a land wind 
blows, the height of the mountain in- 
tercepts the wind, and occafions a calm : 
-—then the current drives it on flbore, 
and breaks it in pieces. 

Notwithflanding the exadlnefs of 
Sindbad*s account^ it would be no eafy 
matter to £nd thia very remarkable 
mountain in the ifland where he (up- 
po&s it to be ; but that, and its profuic 
exhibition of precious ftones, ^1 be 
noticed hereafter. 

The C(H'ce of the currents in £>me 
parts of the Indian ocean, naagnified 
by fear and inexperience, wiJl fomewhat 
reconcile us to the wreck: aadtherivtf 
of fre& water iffuing^/rm the oceao i* 
countenanced by a peculiar circumr. 

fiance 
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Ibuice that otcun in the neighbourhood 
of our hero's fuppofed * place of nati- 
vitji and we may prefome not rery far 
diilant from that of the Author. 
^^ Near an ifland in the Perfian gulf 
called Bareen^ fays Mr. Ives^ feme fa- 
^oms below the futface of the fea, 
fre(h w^ter is found in holes or littlfe 
n^turil wells ^f-/*' I have likewife been 
aiTured of this circumfiance by very 
refpeAible authority; and Chardin^ 
whofe intelligence and accuracy are not ' 
to bequeftioned, %s, that *^ pearls are 
found in very large oifiers near the 

. * It it however fingulari tb«t the nstnet 
both of the narrator and auditor of this tale, 
Sindbad aad Hindbad, ars derived noi-ftoia the 
Arabic, but the old Pcrfian 1«ngiHi|e. £mi 
fignjfics a city: SinJ aad HmJ are the tern** 
tories oo either fide of the ladas. Simi iadeed 
is its origiaal namei as Umd is of thofe oouii* 
tries which lie between it tndtha Gadget. 

f p, eio* 

Mj iHanil 
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iflarid of Baharin, where the fca is quite 
fweet, occafioned by a number of fub- 
tcrraneous. channels which difcharge 
frefh waterinto it *•'* 

The Mohammedan traveller fays, that 
a/pearl of an immenfe lize was found in 
,thc diftrift of Bahrein [we may prefume 
the fame ifland] in an oiifer which had 
cloikd its upper ihell oii the ' head of a 
foxj and fbaogled it. In * the fame 
jonanncr ,oncJn our ownxrountry, in hum- 
jfelc imitation, is recorded to have de- 
-ftrojfed a mouf<i'f'. It was generally fup- 
pofed in the Eaft, that frefh water con- 

* Tom. it. pp* 14. 4.0; An ifland^ not 
very diftant from this of Baharin or Bahrein^ 
wasiamous forke pearls in the time of Alex- 
ander the Great| and atiTa6l;edy according, 
to Strabo, the attention of Nearchus. A1711 

hstvytff Ktn Xetf^i^u Geog. L.xvi. * 

f A Cmilar accident is the fubj^^ft idfo. pf a 
,Orcrt epigram, 

tributc4 
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tributed to their formation and growth : 
and this writer farther adds, " fome fay, 
when it rains the oifters rife up to the 
furface, and as they gape the drops of 
water they catch turn to pearls *." This* 
idea doubtlefs fuggefted Sadi's well- 
known apologue of the difcontented and 
querulous drop of rain which, in procefs 
of time, became the richeft ornament in 
the crown of the Perfian monarch, . 
.^ian likewife fuppofes that fea-fifli 
in general receive their nutriment 

* P. 96* SolinuSy in his defcription ofr 
Taprobane, fays, *' Margaritas legunt plurima^ 
xnaximafque, Conchae funt in quibus hoc genus, 
lapidum rcquiritur, quae ccrto anni tempore, 
luxuriante conceptu fitiunt roreni, velut mari- 
tum, cujus defiderio hiant : & cum Uinarea 
jnaxime liquuntur afpergincs, ofcitatione.qua- 
dam hauriunt humorem cupitum : He conci?- 
piunty gravidsque Qunt, & de faginae qualitate 
reddunt habitus unionum/* (C. 56.) Nearly j 

the fame account is given by Piiny^ (Nat. / 

Hift* L« ix. c. 35.) 

M 4. from 
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Irdm frefli watei *. Whttevtf eredit 
may be given to that opinion, th^ 
se$iitf of fiibterraneous and fubmarine 
fireams of k is fufficicntly eftabliihed i 
though it muft be allowed, Sindbad 
takes rather an unwarrantable liberty in 
reverfing the courfe of the ciorrent* 

The ^^ fountain of pitch and bitu^ 
m^n** is not to be objeifted againft^ Si* 
jxiilar ones exited on the banks of th6^ 
Euphrates at a place called Eif or Jit^ 
about five days journey from ancient 
Babylon, and two *' from modern Ba* 
bylon or Bagdad." AniiCCOunt of them 
> given by Gefp^ro Balbi^ a Venetian^ 
*hb travelled into the Eaft, A. D, 1579 ; 
and by Ralph Fitch, an Englilh mer- 
chant who travetfed the fame part of the 

* L, ix, c. 64. frtfii water, on acceudt of 
the air it contains, is, in all probdbilify, feqtit* 
fite to the nouriflimeAt of tidies; but h\i 
water contains very little. Water with afl evef- 
propottion of fait is poifen to fiA. (Stf abo xvl, 
p. 1603. A. 

globe 
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globe * in 1583. Ducket likewife^ who 
went into Perfia-f' in 1568, notices thcnu 
This ii fufficient to vindicate Sindbad^ 
or rather the Atabiftn author^ under 
whofe obfervation they may be fuppofed 
fikdwife to have faUen, They are noticed 
by Plihy J, and other writers of great 
afttiquity. Ti^^stui ^fv 1^ Ba&A^wft^ y 
Cf(;r(pMKr0S '»^}J^fJt wspi vis lS'p»ro(rd&ffi§ fUH 

vcc^QccVy ymroci b 7lf 2!»cr^^ if i$ gi/^ 
^vv»iJL6Vfl 7S7iTTe(r9atf €y rr/ Balov7\jmta* . . . • 
ceMai Si ifTiiv vy^ iv 7fi t^vKuvio^ ytviaSai 
(ppc<ru And again, Uoa-ei^iog ^e <pfi<ri th 

liW»i IKi^iOii TiM^ h laKsiyog" t^rwif is t^ 
im wcu 5iiH vypny htyca h rag ry Amxar* 
tavrug h €ivcu tag iTftcitcaorcii rotg ^7\J9yaf 
ra^g Si ru ^fJilMwg^ u^Kzu vy^$ m an^ 

* Purchas's Pilg. V. II. p. i7^a~i7jo, 

t Hacklijyt, V.l p. 425. 

t Nat. Hifi, L; \u c. 105, 

§ Strabo, Geog. L» xvi* p. 1078 A and D. 
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A^ T9g XuyQ^tis xaasrh Strabo likewife 
lays, O/ /AB)f EAAw£^ MTiSsiay sKoim ^oamp 
7UM>j»rkVj a h Mffioi 'S(z<pduy» In tlief 
Perlian langnage it ftill retains the name 
cxf Napbt ; and was found in the fame 
places^ and known by the fame word in 
the time of Hiny *. Plutarch gives a 
!loDg account of it in his Life of Alex- 
ander. From Strabo*s defcription of 
&efe bituminous fprings^ Milton may 
have deriyed his idea 

•* Of fiariy lamps and blazing creflbts fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus ;** 

and it is faid the Perfian monarchs ilill 
draw a confiderable revenue from them. 

If we are to credit Bartholomew de 
Argenfola, we muft confider Sindbad 
as merely ftating a well-known, matter of 
fsiit I for he aifures us^ .that in Ceylon 
were " fprings of liquid bitumen 

f Nat. Hifl. L« ii. c. loj. 

thicker 
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thicker than our oil, and fome of pum 
balfam*/' 

In regard to the ambergris which the 
waves threw on the beach, it may be 
obferved, that '^ the Mohammedan tra^ 
veller mentions a particular fpecies of 
it which was frequently caft by the fea 
on the Barbarian and Indian coslRs; 
which fwam in great lumps, and, when 
fwallowed by certain fifh of the whale 
kind, deftroyed them-f*." Renaudot, in 
his obfervations, fays, that *' thefe au- 
thors thought with fome of the ancients 
that it grew like a plant at the bottom 
of the fea ;" and that another aflerted^ 
*^ it rofe in fprings ^ like pitch and bitu* 
men.'* He quotes another who obferves, 
that ** one fort of it was black likepiicb^ 
foft and often ill-fcented, becaufe, as the 
inhabitants report, whales and other 

\ '* Stevens's CoUedioa of Voyages, Vol. I, 

t P. 94« X if^^^9 P« 64. 

fiiheSj 
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lUbes, and even birds, fwallow it as often 
as they fee it floating on the furface *•'* 

Thefe circumftapces, which the author 
of the tale might have heard but not 
thoroughly unaerflood, fuggeiled pof- 
iibly the idea in the text of the fuppofed 
roctamorphodis thefe inflammatory fub- 
Hances underwent by being lodged for a 
ihort period in the ftomach of a fi(h. 
Ambergris is faid to abound chiefly in 
thofe feas that are inhabited by the fper-:- 
maceti whale, and is often found in the 
body and the excrements of that &a\imaU 
Yet nlany natuialifts agree in opinion 
With the Mohammedan travellers, and 
ioiagine it to be a foffil or vegetable 
fubftance, which, when devoured by 
the whale, throws it into a ikate of torpi* 
dity and flcknefs« , 

Sindbad, having furvived all hia tom^*^ 
panions, yields not to defpair, but en- 
teitains ibme hopes of efoqping by 

^. * VotfSi p. 68« 

meana 
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means of the river which flowed intx> 
the hollow of the mountain. He, ac« 
cordingly, conftriu^s a raft, loads it 
with ambergris and precious ftooes^ and 
then commits himfelf to the diicretioa 
of the current. For a confiderable fpace 
of time his float is driven on beneath ^e 
incumbent mountain. At length he 
falls into a profound fleep, of the dura- 
tion of which he could form no con- 
jc<fture. He awakes, and finds himfelf, 
to his great furprize, on the brink of a 
river in an extended plain : his float is 
faftened to a bank, and a large number 
of negroes are flanding round him. 
He recites a pious fentiment in Arabic, 
and is luckily underftood by one of hi» 
auditors, who informs him that he and 
his companions were natives of the 
country ; and that, whilft they were dig- 
ging canals* to water their grounds from 

the 

* The fcen« is laid ia Ceyloa : and Kno% 
Uy%p that its ** inhabitatits take great pains ia 

making 
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Ac rirer which iflued out of the mouA- 
tain, they perceived his float driving 
down the flream; that one of them 
fwam to it, and whilfi: he was afleep 
dragged it to the Ipot where it now 
ky. 

Of the fubterraneous ftream the au- 
thor might have derived his idea from 
the Claflics*, or poflibly from aftual 
obfervation; for we find in Chardin that 

the 

snaking conveyances of water from their rivers 
and ponds into their lands, which they are very 
ingenious in." (p. 8.) 

* Non quidem exiftimo diu te haefitaturum, 
an credas eife fubterraneos amnes & mare ab- 
IcoDditum. Unde enim ifla prorumpunt, unde 
ad nos veniunt niii quod origo humoris indudi 
eft? Age, cum vides interruptum Tigrim in 
medio itineris ^Lccari, & non univerfum averti, 
fed paullatim, non apparentibus damnis, minui 
primumi deinde confumi : quo ilium pataa 
abire niii in obfcura terrarum ; utique ciim vi- 
deas emergere iterumi non minorem eo qui 

prior* 
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the river ZenderOud * paffes tinder the 
earth from Ifpahan to the city of Kir- 
man, where it re-appears, and from 
thence purfues its courfe to the Indian 
ocean. Mandeville feems to allude to 
this circumftance in the following paf- 
lage: "In Ermonye-f* the grete ben 
many gode watres, and gode wellcs, 
that comen undre erthe, fro the flom ^ 
of Paradys, that is clept Eufrates, that 
isajorneye befyde § that cytee; (Arty- 
roun) and that ryvere corhethe towardes 
Tnde undre erthe, and reforteth in to 
the lond of Altazar ||.'* The voyage it- 
lelf is a romantic circumftance, made 
more romantic in the adventures of 

prior fluxerat ? Qiiid cum vides Alpheum, 
Celebratum poetis, in Achaii raergi, & in St« 
cilia rurfus transje^to man effundere amxniffi- 
mum fontem Arethufam ? (Seneca. Nat. QuselL ' 
Lib. y'u) See alfo Pliny. (Nat. Hill. L.v. c. 3i,) 

* Tom. iii, pp. 4. 40. f Armenia. 

X riven § from. | p. z79« 

Peter 
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Peter Wilkins^ tnd realifed by Aotk 
who have navigated the canals of the 
duke of Bridgewater» 

The friendly negroes coriduA him to 
the king of Serendib. (Ceylon). He, 
like another Alcinous, hofpitably en- 
tertains our wanderer, and liftens to his 
tale with the fame complacency as the 
Phaeacian monarch did to that of the 
Grecian hero. 

Sindbad gives us a ihort geographical 
defcription of the ifland. It agrees 
nearly as to fizc, not only with modern 
accounts, but with that of Taprobane 
in Diodorus Siculus, and tsoL^y as to 
iituation. Both of them affirm, in almoft 
totidem verbis^ that ** it is under the 
equinodtial line, fo that the days and 
nights are always there twdve hours 
each." Ptolemy places it in the lame 
degree of latitude. As that circwn- 
ftancc^ however, is not true, may wc 

not 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 177 ) 

not reafonably infer that the Arabian 
was led into the miftake by placing his 
confidence in one or other of thefe au- 
thors ? Vertoman, perhaps from the fame 
authority, aflerts that it was lituated 
under the ^Equator * ; and differs but 
little as to its fize from Diodorus. '* In 
the middle of the ifland, fays Sind- 
tad, flands the capital city, in the end 
of a fine valley, formed by a mountain 
which is the highefl: in the world. 
There are rubies and feveral forts of 
minerals in it; and all the rocks are 
for the mofl part emerald ^jf^y a metalline 
ftone made ufe of to cut and fmooth 

* L. vi, c. 4. Novus Orbis. 

f The tranflator (hould have rendered it 
BMERY. In the original it is eTtmereili and Its 
properties are defcribed, in Bailey's folio Didt. 
in nearly the fame words as thof& ufed by Sind* 
bad. ,It is probably the fofHi, lately more 
fiilly known by the name of the Mdamautim 

'^N other < 
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Other precious ftones. There grow all * 
forts of rare plants and trees^ efpecigJly 
cedars and cocoas* There is alfo a ptul^ 
fifhery in the mouth of its river, and in» 
fome of its valleys there are found dia* 
monds. I made, by way of devotion, 
a pilgrim^e to the place whither Adamc 
was confined after his banilhmcnt from 
Paradife, and had the curiofity to go- 
to the top of it." 

Every circumftance in this account 
b fupported by ancient or modem au- 
thority, commonly by both. Knox,, 
who was almoft ao years a captive in 
that ifland, and publiftied an account of 
it 1 68 1, fays, that, " on the fouth fide 
of ConderUda * is a hill, fuppofed to be. 
the higheft in this ifland, called in the 
Chingulay language Hamalell, but by 
Europeans Adam^s Peak'"^ He proceeds' 
to notice the fuppofed imprcflfion of his. 
foot on a ftone, and people annual re-- 

* L u The top of the hills. 

fort* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 179 > 

fort to it from devotional motives. 
*^ Out of this mountain, he adds, arife 
many fine rivers — that of Mavela Gonga 
fails, it is faid, into the fea of Trinco- 
male, and runs within lefs than a mile 
of the city Cande *, the metropolis of 
the iflaxid, placed in the; midji of it in 
Yattanour, bravely fituated for all con- 
veniences, and excellently well watered 
— ^it is difficult of accefs, and environed 
by hills f." 

* Wdf, who gwtt the latcft account of 
Ceylon, confirms this of Knox. He mentions 
that a palace was built in former times for its 
kings, called Candia^ which is now exifling and 
in the centre of the kingdom. (Eng. Tranf. 
p. 223.) Mr. Efchelfkroon, likewife, in his 
defcription of Ceylon, annexed to that of 
Wolf, mentions Candia as the metropolis of 
the ifland taken and plundered by the Dutch, 
in i76i, (p. 305.) Of the Mavela Gonga- he 
gives the fame acco\jnt as Knox. Thefe mo- 
dern travellers, I believe, never cflcntially differ 
from him. 



+ See p. 3. 5. 
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In the Mohammedans* travels tolii^ 
dia and China, it is faid : ** In the fea of 
Harkand is Sarandib — on certafn parts 
of its coafts they fifh for pearl *. Up 
in the country there is a mountain 
called Rahun : to the top of which it 
is thought Adam afcended ; and there 
left the mark of his foot-f in a rock, on 
the top of this fame mountain. There 
is but one print of a man's foot, which 
is 70 cubits in length ; and they fay 
that Adam at t|ie fame time flood with 
his other foot in the fea. About this 
mountain are mines of the ruby, opal, 
and amethyft;};, &c.'* Again: ^* In 

* The antiquity of the pearl fiihery, which 
ilill exifls between Ceylon and the Continent, 
is noticed m the conclufion o£ the former 
royage. 

t Sir W, Joneg, if I recollc6k rightly, in- 
timates that the Ihdians underftood it t« be 
the foot of Rama, inftead of whom the Ara-- 
bians in a latter age fubftituted Adam* 

the 
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the mountain of Sarandib they find 
precious ftones pf various colours, red, 
green, and yeljow, moft of which are, 
at. certain times, forced put of caverns 
and other recelTesby waters and torrents*. 
Many times alfo they are dug out of 
mines, jufl: like metals ; and, they fome- 
times fin4 precious ftones in the ore 
which muft be gotten to get at them ^.'* 
In Bochart's Phaleg^ quotations are 
given from Pliny, Solinus, Arrian, and 
Ptolemy, to prove that the fame ideas 
in riefpccft to Taprobane and its riches 
prevailed among the ancients as had 
been entertained of Ceylon by mpre 
modern writers. Thefe words are cited 

* Thefe precious ftones arp mentioned by 
Knox^ P* 3^ • ^^^ Wolf fays, that in a riyer, 
not far frpm Candia, every different fort, ex-^ 
Cept diamonds, is found* 

+ Page 83, 

t Page- 770, 4tb. Frankfort edition, 

N 3 fronx 
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from the latter. *^ Ibi metalk^ beryllus 
& hyacinthus.'* On which Bochart 
obferves, ^^ de beryllis & hyacin- 
this/'. quorum meminit Ptolemasus^ 
Bota haec apud Arabem* : *^ Supet 
montem R4HON {Hifp Pico iAdam) 
& circa ipfum rcperiuntur omnes 
hyacinthi fpectcs." Item, mfluminibus 
reperitur optimus beryllus & maxittius. 
Item, inde dcfertur hyacinthus, fecun- 
dum omnes colores fuos, beryllus-^ 
adamas'f', &c." Orofiiis, an hiftorian 
who lived in the 5th century, fays like- 
wife, that in this ifland were found 
^^ multi pretiofiflimi lapides, gemmae 
incredibili multitudine, lingular! colore 
atque fulgore." He expatiates on the 
beauty of the country, and- obferves, 
that '* eft in media infula mons pras- 
celfus, multis paludibus cindtus, ex 
illius fummo faftigio collis aflurgit, e 
lacu quodani aquae dukes atquQ per- 
ennes emanant." Vertoman, an au- 

f Arabs Geograjphiis. f P. 773. 

thor 
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thor but of yefterday, ^compared with 
fhe venerable lift mentioned above, 
though probably not long pofterior t6 
Sindbad's hiftoriographer, notices this 
mountain : *^ Vifitur mons yaftiffimae 
-longitudinis, ad cujus radices pyropi in- 
Veniuntur, vulgo Rubini appellantur, 
-— haud procul a monte innumeri pre- 
tiofi lapilli inveniuntur, interfluentc 
maximo amne, hyacinthi praefertim, 
fapphirique ac topazii *, &c.** 

I muft beg leave to trefpafs a little 
farther on the reader's patience in regard 
to Ceylon, by giving a fliort quota- 
tion from Purchas's Pilgrimage, which 
is almoft a literal tranflation from Maf- 
feus' account of that ifland-j-! — " fehfc 
and fenfuality have heere ftumbkd on a 
paradife. There wpodie hils (a natural 
amphitheatre) doe encompafle a large 

* N0VU8 Orbisy p. 282* 

t HiftorU Indica^ 

« 

N 4 plaine'; 
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plaine ; [this, we may prefume, is 
Sindbad's "fine valley"]; and one of 
them as not contenting his beetle browes 
with that onely profpedt, difdayneth 
alfo the fellowfliip of the neighbouring 
mountaynes, lifting up his ftcepe head 
feven leagues in height, and hath in the 
top a plaine, in the middeft whereof is 
a ftone of two cubits, erefted in manner 
of a table, holding in it the print of a 
man's foote, who, they fay, came froni 
Deli * thither, to teach them religion. 

The 

* This agrees with the account given by 
Sir William Jones, p. i8o. Of latter ycarf 
the Indians feem, in fame degree, to have 
changed the place, though not the objeft, of 
their pilgrimage. .Between Ceylon and the 
Continent is a little ifland called Ramiferam, 
(I prefume from Rama)^ on which there is a 
Pagoda, the Loretto of the Eaft : the Hindoos 
annually refort to it, bringing large offerings ; 
and its riches are fuppofed to be immenfe* 
Th^t they flill, however, occafionally vifit 

Adam's 
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The Jogues *, and other devout Pil- 
grimes refort thither from places a 
thoufand leagues diftapt, with great dif- 
jBuculty of paflage both hither and heere. 
For they arc forced to mount up this 
hil by the helpe of nailes and chaines 
fattened thereto, nature having prohi- 
bited other paflage • v .. . The Moores 

Adam's peak, from fimilar devotional motives, 
may be inferred from a paifage in Wolf : ** Oa 
this mountain, Pico d'Adam, the pagan priefts 
perform their idolatrous rites, and keep a lamp 
conftantly burning there.'* (p. 128). Knox en- 
larges on thefe circumflances, and notices the 
fame tradition mentioned by Sir Will. Jones : 
for it is clear that the deity to whom he gives 
the name of Bvddou is the fame as Rama, 
Hiftory of Ceylon, pp. 72, 73, and p. 81. 

* The Jogues, Jogays, or Yogecs, are 
Gentoo vagrant priefis, the lineal defcendants of 
the old Indian GymnofophiUs, Furchas fiyles 
them *< begging friers of the Bramenc reli* 
gion/* 

' caU 
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tall it Adam Baba {/. e. father), and fay, 
that from thence Adam afccnded into 
heaven . • . . Before they come at the 
mountayne, they pafle by a fenny val- 
ley full of water, wherein they wade, up 
to the Wafte *.^* Other circumftances are 
added that enhance the merit of Sindbad*s 
pilgrimage. **** When the pilgrimes are 
mounted, they walh them in a lake or 
j)oole of cleere Ipringing water, neere 
to that foot-ftone, (/. e. the fuppofed 
print of Adaf^i's. foot), ani^ makynge 
their prayers doe- thus account them- 
felves clean from all their linnes/* This 
purifying water, accordmg to tradition, 
proceeded ff ofti the tears Ihed by Eve 
on account of the death of Abel. 
*^ Odoricus-f-, however, add$ our au-» 

♦ Pagc6i6. 

t Odorlcus belonged to a religious order; 
and, in the year 1333, vifi^ed fcvcral of the In-, 
dian iflands. 

tlior. 
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thor, proved it to be a* tale, becaufe he 
Jbw the water fpringing continuallj', and 
it runneth thence into the fea;'* a 
ihrewd obfervation, and fagacious in- 
ference ! 

Modern voyagers mention that 
Adam's Peak is fuppofed by many 
people to be higher than any mountain 
in India. With no great impropriety, 
therefore, might Sindbad ftyle it the 
higheft in the world. This lofty moun- 
tain, the ptecious gem^ of Ceylon *, 
and the lake, fuppofed to proceed from 
a mutual efFufion of tears Ihed by 
Adam and Eve on their expulfion from 
Paradife, are noticed by Mandeville. 
Anecdotes no lefs extraordinary con- 
cerning them, at this their fuppofed 
place of relidehce, arc ftill circulated 
in the Eaft Indies, 

* Mandeville calls it SitHA, p. 238. See 
alfo Sir Thomas Herbert'^ Travels. Harris** 
poll^a. Vol. I. p. 458. 

Thefc 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( >88 ) 

Thefe quotations, and many others 
might have been added, particularly in 
regard to the pearl filhery and the 
riches of Ceylon, that not only vindicate 
the Arabian author, but point out a 
wonderful coincidence in accounts 
written, fometimes at the diftance of 
1400 years, by authors who lived in 
different quarters of the globe; who 
could hot, in general, have copied from 
each other, nor have derived their in* 
telligence from one common fource, . 
This obfervation is applicable to other 
paflages ; and, for feveral circumftances 
q{ the kind not noticed here, the rea- 
der is referred to Bochart's Phaleg *. 

The king of SerendiB, after having 
entertained Sindbad in the moft hofpi-» 
table manner, difmiffes him with many 
valuable prefents, and with a letter ^d- 
dreffcd to Haroua al Rafhid, " written 

* Page 770, 4to, 
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CA the flcin of a certain animal, of great 
value, oecaufe of its being fo fcarce^ 
and of a yellowijh colour. ^^ Its charadlers 
were of azure, and it began in this man- 
ner : " The king of the Indies, before 
whom march loo elephants, who lives 
in a palace that Ihines with io,ooa ru- 
bies, and who has in his treafury 
200,000 crowns enriched with dia- 
monds." This opening is oriental and 
appropriate. The titles affumed by the 
kings of Ceylon, in more modern times, 
are not lefs confequential. We find 
among them, *' Lord of the fea ports 
of Columbo, Negumbo, &c. and of 
the fifliery of the precious 'ftones and 
pearls, lord of the golden fun,*' &c. &c. 
Thofe ♦ adopted by the Sultans of Me- 
nancabow, who were once the moft 
powerful mona^chs in Sumatra, liut 

* See Marfden's Hifioiy of Sumatra, p. 270. ' 

whofc 
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whofe authority now extends over a very 
fmall diftrift, have as little preteniions 
to truth, and are infinitely more bom-< 
baftic and extravagant. 

In the account of India and China by 
our herd's countryman in the 9th cen- 
tury, Serendib is faid to be under the 
government of one monarch *. Sind- 
bad,- whofe imaginary exiftence muft 
have been towards the conclufion of the 
8th, intimates the fame. So does Ver- 
toman "f*, and Paulo Veneto-f, in 
the 13th and i6th centuries. It appears 
to have fubfifted under the fame form 
in the days of Pliny:}; and Diodorus 
Siculus §. In latter times it has been 
generally governed by one fupreme 
king, though different diftrifts^ have 

♦ Page 83. 

f Novus Orbis, p. 282. 391. 
I Nat, Hift. L. vi. c. ai. 
f L« i^ c. 4. 

had 
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iiad their peculi^ fovereigns fubonfifiatci 
to him *. 

We are next to confider the yellow 
fkin and the azure, characters infcribq^ 
on it; Knox fays, that the people of 
Ceylon in his time *' writ on a talli- 
pot ^ leaf with an iron bodkin, which 
makes an impreilioii. This leaf, thus^ 
written on, is not folded, but rolled up ' 
like ribband and parchment:};." A 
gentleman, who long refided in the Eaft- 
Indies, gave me this information onf 
the fubjedl: ^* The natives of Ceyloi* 
write upon leaves called Cadjan; but 
fhe king's letter, like thofe of the 
Hindoo princes of the prefent day, was 

* Knox mentions that the ifland hasr 
occafionally been divided into feparatc king- 
doms. 

+ What Wolf calls the tat-pat ivtt is meant^. 
•♦ which the natives manufacture into parafol* 
and parapluies/' p. i^i^ 

X Page 109, 

poffibly 
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jjoffibly written upon paper or parch- 
ment, with ink of azure; for ink, as 
you well know, may cafily be made of 
afiy colour; and, indeed, that now 
nfed in Hinduftah is of a deep ihining 
blue colour. I am, however, rather 
inclined to think that a kind of vellum^ 
like that on which royal letters are at 
prefent written, is alluded to ; arid that 
the author, not knowing in what man- 
ner it was manufaftured, fuppofed it to 
be the Ikin of a rare animal of a yellow- 
ifh colour. If it \;>e neceflary to admit 
that he is precifely correft in what he 
fays, the Ikin of the hog-deer, a beautiful 
and uncommon animal found at Prince's 
ifland in the ftraits of Sunda, is of a 
yellowifh colout when alive ; and might 
eafily be drefled as yellow parchment 
for his majefty's ufe." 

Parchment, it is well known, is of 
Afiatic origin. Herodotus mentions 
that the fkins of flieep and goats were 
ufed for writing by the ancient lonians. 

Diodorus 
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l>iodorusr Siculus informs us, that the 
old Periians vnott their records on IkinSi 
A treaty between the Rdmahs and the 
Gabii like*rifej according to Dibnyfius 
Halicarnaffus, was Written on the hide 
of an t)xe : and if we credit Zonaras, and 
Ccdrcnus *, which is not abfolutely re- 
quired, a copy of Homer's Iliad Was pte- 
feived in the library of Confta6tihople, 
written in charafters of gold tipofi the in*' 
teftinc of a dragon 120 feet in length ; a 
pirchment, unqueftionably of a much 
more lingular nature than this mentiohed 
by Siiidbad, of whatever IKIn we may 
ibppofe it to have been mariufadured. 

Itt" the time of our Heroes imaginary 
exiftence, the Eufojyeans were particu- 
larly curious in ornamenting their MSS| 
a fafliion they poflibly adopted from the 
Eaft. ** The famous book of the Latin 
Gofpels at Aix la Chapelie, given ty 
Charlem^ne, Haroun al Raihid's co- 
temporary and corrivsd in faifloricai ce- 

* tFabiicw Bibl. Gtac. V. 1. p. JJI. 

O Icbritf 
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lebrity no lefs than in roiinantic renown, 
is written in golden letters upon porpld 
▼ellum without diiftindlion of wofds *." 
In regard to elephants, Linfchoten 
fays, that ** there are great numbers 
in the ifland of Seetou^ which are 
eileemed the beft and fenfiUeft of all 
the world ; for, wherefbever they meet 
with any other elephant^ the elephants 
of other countries doe -f- reverence and 
honour to the elephants of Seelon.*^ 
Can a mwe iatiafa^lory teftimony be ad- 

* Vide C^iky'» Preface to the Cataefegne of 
the Royal MSS. in the.JtritiOi Mu&uin« 

. t We find by Wolf that this ii even aow^ the 
vulgar opinion. *^ It ii ^nerally affirmed that 
the elephants of Ceylon are the beA, and the 
firft in point of rank^ as they hold their heads, 
as well as necks higher than thofe that come 
from other parts : and it is reported, that when 
tley chance to tmet tcgether^ thefe latter give them 
the pas^ mmd Jbmu evident tvkens rf fiAnuJjiom and^ 
refpeB. Bm •£ this laft import I elm fay no* 
thing from my own experience.^ 

duced 



» Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ueed for tie propriety of its tiioharch 
deriving confequence from his loo ek* 
|>hants ? Without bting mori pbrempr 
tory in infifting on this cifcumftance^ , 
than on that of the MS. recorded by 
"Zonaras being deceived as a patter d^ 
fa A ; it is fuifEcient to obferve that Cey*- 
Ion was faxnous for its ekphants, prd-- 
vious to the time in which Pliny livedo 
and continues fo to thi^ day* 

Concerning the precious geiifis^ whick 
the king of Serendib fo ofte^tiou^y 
enumerates, enough has beefi faid t^ 
^w that he might boaft of thepi with«^ 
out any impropriety. 

Thepref6iits(enttotheCali{diare.t 1. 
One fingle riiby, made into a cup,abou( 
half a foot high, aJ^ inch ^bitk, ftiid 
filled with round peark of half a di:am 
each. ^. The flcin q( a £^ipent, W^oA^ 
fcales were a6 large as an ordinary piece 
of gold, and which had the virtue to 
|)referve from ficknefs thofe who lay 
upon it. 3. 5000 drams of the beft 
O 2 wood 
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wood of aloes, and 30 grains of cam* 
phire as big as piflachios. 4. A female 
flave, whofe robe was covered with dia- 
monds. 

That Ceylon produced rubies has ap* 
peared by various quotations ; and that 
a remarkable one exifted fubfequent to * 
the days of Sindbad, in the polTeffion of 
a Ceylonefe monarch, appears probable 
from the following paiiage in Paulo Ve- 
neto. '^Mittithaecinfula(Seilan)multos 
lapidespretiofos, praefertim rubinos, fap- 
phiros, topazios, amethyftos, & alios no**' 
biles Isoldes. Habet rex infulse rubi^ 
num quo pretiolior in orbe non putatur 
cffe, nam habet longitudinem unius 
palmi, & crafiitudinem trium digito- 
rum» rutikt ut ignis ardens^ omni ca- 
rens mac^; ObtuUt magnus Cbam* 
ifffigtum civiMem quandam illi regi pr9 
boe lapide : verum recufavit rex, faltem 

' * Cubiat Khan, the grandfon of ZiDgh, 
who' completed the cooqueft of Chiaa» 
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ex €0 nomine quod a fradeceffor&us Juts 
iflum bahierii*'' 

Haithon likewifc, a cotemporary of 
Marco Paulo, fpeaking of the iflaiid of 
Ceylon, fays : " In iM inveniuntur la- 
pides qui vocantur rubihi & fapphiri,^ 
& rex illius infulae habet majorum rubi^ 
nunij & meliorem quam yalesCt t^periri. 

& quando rex illius infuke debet 

eoronari^ lapidem ilium manibus fuis ienet\ 
6f fedens fuper equo^ circuit ciimfn^m^ 6f , 
Hntb omnesjibi obeMuni tanquam re^'jf.** ' 

* L. iii. c. ij. ' ' 

t Hift.»de Tar^ris, c, vi. Haithon was 
An ArmentaB prince, and afterwards entered 
ihto a religious order in France. In the year 
1307 he didated, ia his native langua^, . to a 
Frenchman, the treatife from which my quo? 
tation is .given. An account of Haithon is to 
be I foiind in Purchases Pilgrimes, vol.. Ill, 
p. 107 ; .and in the Novuf Orbis of SinOon Giy- 
nxus, (p. 402}, from whofe edition of his cu- 
rious narrative I quote. 

O 3 I have 
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I hayV. ittftiflguiflied the lail: featence^ 
of thefe quotations by Itnlks on jictrount; 
df their agrecfwnt with; a; remarkable 
^aiflkgc in Mtodeville* .", In the yle ^■ 
of NaetiiQiera alle the meii aiifl womenp- 
hM hou)idf9 Hedes 1 and thei ben clept 
Cynoc^^i^ and thei ben foll^. refon*^ 
abfc and lof gode ui^i^irfton^lyng? " faf 
that , tfeW Worfchipen an pxe §)f .hef c 
CJodt"; land alfo everyGhe\qf hen\ 
bfsretb^an oxe of ^Id of of fylver in ^his 
fot^lfeii^i, \^ tpkene- ttert tfepi lflK<W ¥^4 
here God.* ^* And thei gonne allc 
"naked, faf a lytiUe cleut: that thei 
*^ 4:ovef€Si wijKh ,herei:fcaocsj,;:.aflid hire 
f ^'ineinbresi. . (Thei ben gretei folk and 
" -irei fyghty?ige)jr and thei haii a grelf 
^^tirg^-fllkf trat^rtthfe alle the body, 
'« and' yir^)Sffe in here hotide fo %htd 
^^ With.^'' * Mi^zit thei taken any man 
in bataylles, . anon thei ^ten him. 
f ^ Th^ . kjrng. of that yle is fulle riphe 

* Page 236. 

^^and 
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^^ aftre his lawe: and he hathe abouten 
** his nekke * 300 perlcs orient, gode 
^ and grete, and knotted as Pater 
** Noftres here of amber. And in man-^ 
^* ncr as wee feyn cure F^tef Nofter and 
** ouit Ave Maria, countyttg the Pater 
^^ Nofter, right fo thii kyng feythe 
. ^' every day devoudy 300 preyers to his 
** God," or that he eat: and he bertbe 
alfo about bis nekke a ruhye orient j noble 
andfyn^ tbat is a fate oflmgtheyandfyw 
fyngns targe. And whan tbei cbefen here 
iyng, tbei taken him tbat rubye, to beren 
in bis bonde, andfo tbei ledenbim rydjnge 
aUe abouten the cytee. And fro them 
fromward tbei ben alle obeyffarU to bim. 
And that rubye he fchalle here alle vrey 

* In the Heetopades^ an old coIleAion of In*-' 

dian fables, a necklace offearU is mentioned : oir 

which the tranflator (^fenres, that firings ofi 

beads, formed of different materials, are fiill 

' Daiverfally worn in India. P* 302, 

O 4 aboute 
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tboutc his' nckkc : for zif te . hadde 
not that rabye upon him, mehwoldc 
not holden him for kyng. The gret 
Cane of Catbay bathe grei/y eaveted thai 
ruby a but be mygbte never ban M for 
were nefor ni waner ef godes^'' . 

It docs not appear probable that Hai- 
thon and Marco .Paulo had ever any in- 
tercourfe with each other ; and if Man- 
deville copied .them, it fecms iunao 
cauntahle why he fhould give this king. 
to Nacumera and its hound-headed in- 
habitants ♦, rather than to Silha : his de- 
fcription of which, after allowing for a 
few rnarvcUous circumftanpes*. agrees 

. * Mar^iO Paulo pbces the faiDc'idbal r9ce 
Jp an jflanc^ wjtich h? cA\% Angapia^ ; L. iif. 
C« 21. It i» Rot improbable, indeed, that he 
fjiay have ooj»(<^und<d .the idea of ro^n aad apes 
tpgeibcf, as ^andcvillc has done iu his Cynoce* 
phali, hf Grange account of Rama's invading 
9^4 fubduing .Ccylpn with an j^rmy of apes oc- 
CW« J.« Indian^ Mythology, 
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ncA 6nly with what ancient travellers 
report of Ceylon, but alfo . with mo-^ 
dcm- accounts. Yet it mu£k be ac- 
knowledged that the lines above marked 
with inverted commas coincide likewife 
fo cxaftly with other paflages in Marco 
Paulo, in which he defcribcs the people 
of Var, a kingdom on the Malabar 
coaft^ that we'.can hardly doubt of their 
being copied from him. ** Incedunt, 
fays he, incolae hujus provinciae femper 
nudi, nifi quod panniculo verenda con- 
tegiint Rex .quoque Alt aKi nudus in- 
cedit, deferens in collo torquem au- 
ream,' istpphiris, fmaragdis, rubinis, & 
aliis pretiofis lapidibus oneratam, Pendet 
quoque in colle ejus chorda quidem 
ferica, cui inveftuntur centum & qua- 
tour pretiofi :lapides,'margaritaB fcilicet 
grandiufculae, quae* eum admoneant 
centum & quatuor orationuiA, quaa 
quotidi^ in- honorem deomm fuoruqx 

man^ 
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mand & refperi obmnribraat *.** H« 
obfcnres farther concerning fhc. people; 
that, '* multi eorara adcnant boveni'j' 
tit rem fan<ftum, nee uUum occidunt/* 
-*VQuando ad bella procedunt^ ndn.in*^ 
dmjntur.veftibis ScaiiDambisti?, fed fe^ 
runt fccuin. fctrta & labdoas^* Homitidia 
i^ fwrta dijiri^^ judicdnt :iiJbim ufas apud 
n$ interd&us ' ifi %J^ ' ^ fc . ,hkvfc again 
marked ^ the coiuiluding: fentences^ in 
Itatics^ on acfcotmt of/theix? exa(5l agree- 
Hient wifihithedefcriptioh given, of the 
iohadditaats.tiear^Cape Cpmoi^m, by ti^ 
Arabian travdlers in the mnrfi century,* 
ai^dby Sindbad in th^ conc&fion of his 
fifth voysge^- J- - ^ — 

t U in,:c. 44: A cow 14 .fiili. to oljcft of 
irorihip.o8 JthQ Malabar cjoaft.jrind in other 
partf.of Jadia^ .a» the «|>ulcii^jef fe^tili^^r, 

r- $ WtiiMQrf 25. 4: P 460. 

In 
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In regard to the pearls^ with which 
this ruby -cup is filled, it is well knowa 
that they are freqticntiy found of a very 
extraordinary fi^&e in different parts oi 
the Indian ocean. Iia. the fame yoluioe 
from v^hich I llsitely cited, Maximiliaa 
of Tranfylv^ia fays, in his narrative of 
Magellan's voyage : ** Veniunt ad litora* 
inilibp fok)* nbi • margaritJ^s ma^i- 
tudine ovorum turturum, ^ut aliquanda 
gallinaruDi intelligu^t ; quce tamen, non 
nifi ia altiffimo aequore expifcari pof- 
funt. .Conflianter noftri aflferlint nar- 
raviiife infulanos Forne regem geflare in 
diadiemate uniones duos ovi anferint 
magnituditte "f-." Pigafctta, however, 
accdrdir^ to the abridgement of his 
voyage ih Purchas, allows them to be 

* Celebes feem« to be intended, it U de» 
fcribed as a large iiland between Pornc (Bor- 
neo) and the Moluccas* 

t Noyus Orbis, p. 53s. * 
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BO ikrger th";! " hennes egges.** They 
feem'to fufFer, by implication, a far- 
ther diminution in Sir Thomas Hen- 
berths travels. ** Not far from Borneo, 
fiyshe, was found a pearl round and 
orient as big as a dove's egg*." But 
this- is large enough to vindicate Slnd- 
bad. 

As to the Jerpeni and the fuppofcd 
virtues of its JMn-y the Arabian writer 
might have feen in Pliny that it was 
cfteemed facred to Efculapius: oh ac-» 
count of its imaginary power ih expel- 
ling difeafes"^, Mr. Eliot, in his de- 
fcription of the inhabitants of ^e Gar^ 
fow Hills y . which bound the north- 
pAtm parts of Bengal^ fays : ^^ The 
&in' 6f the fnake c^ed the Burrawar 
is efteemed a cure for external pains 
mhcB applied to the part afFe<fted :}:.** 

♦ Harris's Collea. VoL I. p. 464. 

f Nat. Hift, L, xxiK. c. 4. 

t Afiatic Rcfearches, Vel. III. 

Diofcordes^ 
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Diofcorides,- Galen, and Hippocrates, 
likewile mention various cures efFe<Sled 
by its fat, its flefli and its cafl Jkin^ 
Some whimfical narratives of fuch ideal 
cures, ext«u9:ed from them and other 
authors, may be found in Topfell's edi- 
tion of Gefner's Natural Hiftory*, 
The other prefents*f~ require no eiuci* 
dation. 

Our traveller returns to Bagdad, and 
fulfils his commiflion. The Caliph, 
ftruck with the magnificence of the 
prefents, is very inquifitive concerning 
the king of Serehdib : and the account 
Sindbad gives of his pompous proceflian 

* P. 615. 

f In regard to the prefents of Aloxs and 
Camphihe, it may be biiefly noticed, that ttut 
firft was a principal article in the Arabian Ala-* 
terta Medica ; and ^* a fpecies of the fecooc^ 
extra&ed from cinnamon trees in the tfland of 
Ceylon, was fuppofed to be of fupcrior valiw 
to any other.** (Hiirs Med. Dift. p. 729.) 

cor- 
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corref|>onds with the ftate ufually ob* 
fcrvcd by oriental monarchs, and its 
conclufion is folemn and impreffivc. 
^* When the prince appears in public, 
he has a throne fixed on the back of an 
rfephant, and marches betwixt two ranks 
of his minifters and favourites and other 
people of his court. Before him, upon 
the fame elephant, an officer carries a 
golden lance in his hand ; and behind 
the throne there is another, who ftands 
upright with a column of gold, on the 
top of which there is an emerald*, half 
afoot long and an inch thick; before 
him there marches a guard of looo 

. men 

* Had Haithon^ Marco Paulo, and Man- 
devtlle, cxiftc^ anterior to the days of Haroun 
Al Rafliid, wc mrght almofl have fuppofed that 
this identical emerald accompanied the ruby 
and pearls to Bagdad, and was afterwards 
transferred with them to the Caliphs of Egpyt. 
•*]^ilUam of Tyre, the Latin Ambaflador, 

(L. jtix. 
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im6 dad in cloth of gold and filk, and 
mounted on clq)hants richly caparlfoned. 
While the king is on his march, the 
officer, who is before him on the fame 
ctephant, cries from time to time with 
a loud Toicc, ^ Behold the great mo- 
narch, ' the potent and redoubtable 
Saltan of the Indies, whofe palace is co* 
vcMd mtk 100,000 rubies, and who 
poifcfles aooo crowns of diamonds ! be^ 
hold the crowned monarch! greater 
than the great Sciiman, and the great 
Mihrage * V After he has pronounced 
thefe words:, thj^ officer belrind the 
throne cries dn his turn : * This monarch 
fo.gceatand ib powerful muft die, muft 

(L.xiK« c. 17, 18), particularly mentions in 
ttc account of the Caliph's pdacc in Cairo^ 
« pearl oi large tu a pigeanU egg^ a mby vscigfjkg 
17 Egyptiat^ drams y and an emerald- a palm and 
ialfinhfgtb. (Gibbon's Htft. Vol. 11. p. ny^ 
«?o.) 

• ScctbcSrftroyagc, p, 31. 
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die! muftdie*! and the officer before 
replies : * Praife be to him who lives for 
ever !' 

So lingular a contrail between the 
external pomp and the real vanity of 
human life muft have produced, if 
ever publicly exhibited, a moft ftrlking 
cfFeA; and if we arc to confider the 
fcene as entirely imaginary, it is inven- 
tion of a fuperior kind. The author 
might have derived a hint from the ad- 
monition which a ilave in the Roman 
triiunph ufually inculcated on the Con- 
queror : ** Refpice pofk te ; hominem 
te efle memento !** Or from a circum« 
ftance in Grecian Hiftory^ where we 

* Scverui, when at the point of deaths kn« 
preflcd with the fame idea, exclaimed : *^ I 
have been all that man could be ; but of what 
ufe now are all worldly honours F* Then, 
grafping the urn, defiined to contain hit afhet, 
he added : *< Little urn, thou wilt foon encbfr 
what all the world was fcarcelf able to con- 
Wnr 

find 
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find that a page belonging to Philip o£ 
Macedon, addreffed him every morn- 
ing with.thefe words: **Remember, 
Philip, thou art mortal." ' It is not, 
indeed, improbable but that he might 
have heard of the ufual ceremonies at- 
tending the funerals of the kings of Se- 
rendib, in the days of Haroun al Ra- 
ihid; and have heightened his fancy 
from their defer iption. Among others, 
the following account, refembling in 
' the conclufion that of Sindbad's pro- 
ceffion, is noticed by the Mohammedan 
traveller in the ninth centur)\ ^^ The 
dead body is laid in a chariot in fuch a 
manner, - that the head, which hangs 
backward, almoft touches the ground, 
and the hair trails on the earth : a wo- 
man follows with ^ broom in her hand, 
and while fhe fweeps duft over the face 
of the deceafed, exclaims with a loud, 
voice.! O men behold your king ! wlip 
was yefterday your matter; but now 
the empire he exercifed over you is 
P van'jihed 
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rariifhcd and gone. He is reduced to 
the ftate you behold, having left the 
world ; and the Arbiter of death hath 
withdrawn his foul. Reckon therefore 
no more upon the uncertain hopes of 
life * !" 



VOYAGE VH. 



Haroun^ pleafed with the account of 
ihe king of Serendib^ yet unwilling to re- 
main under any obligations to him^ com- 
mands Sindbad to return as his Ambaf- 
fador, with many valuable prefents in 
requital for thofe which he had ac-* 
cepted. Sindbad, whofe fpirit of en- 

♦ Page 31. 
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terpnze now began to cool^ relu^antly 
complies. The prefents are enume- 
rated^ and the epiftlc which accompa- 
nies them is added. Thefe require no 
comment. The interchange of prefents 
is confonant to Afiatic manners ; and 
both the gifts and the letter are fuch as 
a Caliph of Bagdad might naturally be 
fuppofed to have tranfmitted to an In- 
dian monarch. 

Sindbad happily arrives at his place 
of deftination, but is not equally fortu- 
nate in his return. He is captured by 
pirates^ x^arxied to a remote ifland^ and 
becomes the Have of an opulent mer- 
chiginfy by whom he is furniihed with a 
bow and a quiver full of arrows. His 
new xnafler then condn<^ him to a 
large foreft at a confiderable difianct 
from tiie town in which he dwelt; or- 
ders him to climb a lofty tree, and from 
dience, as often as he found opportu- 
nity, to Ihoot at the elephants with 
P 1 which 
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which the wood abounded ; and to re- 
turn when any had fallen. 

Having charged Sindbad with this 
commiffion^ and provided him with 
fome provifions, he departed. Our 
hero, well acqu^nted with the ufe of 
the bow, acquitted himfelf with great 
eclat in his new department. Whenever 
an elephant fell, he communicated the 
information to his mafter. They then 
returned together to the foreft, and 
buried thse animal, with an intent to^ 
take out its teeth as foon as the flelh 
was decayed, and they found an oppor* 
tunity of trading with themu ' 

One morning Sindbad perceived thai; 
the elephants, inftcad of croffing the 
fo](efi:.as ufual, gathered in immenfe 
numbers round the tree where he fat, 
making a tremendous noife with their 
trunks extended, whilft their eyes were 
uplifted and fixed on him. He is 
ftricken with amazement and terror: 
the bow and arrows drop from his hands : 

the 
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the largeft of the elephants winds his 
probofcis round the tree, uproots it, 
and lays it level with the ground. 
Sindbad is hurled proftrate on the 
earth. The dreadful beaft, with the 
fame inftrument that efFefted his down- 
fal, lifts him on its back almoft pe- 
trified with fear, and carries him, at- 
tended by the others in long procef- 
lion, to a diftance from the foreft ; then 
depofits him on the ground, and re- 
tires, followed by his companions. 

As foon as our adventurer's fcattered 
fenfes returned, he caft his eyes around, 
and perceived that he ftood alone on a 
lofty mountain which was covered with 
the bones and teeth of elephants. This 
pleafing information he communicates 
to his mafter. It not only enriches him, 
and procures the liberty of Sindbad, 
but all the other merchants of the 
ifland are benefited by the difcovery. 
They find, for a confiderable period of 
time, a fufficient quantity of ivory to 
P 3 load 
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load their veflcis, without molefting the 
peaceful inhabitants of the foreft any 
farther on that account. 

Nothing material occurs in the laft 
voyage, this inftance of the elephants' 
iagacity excepted. They had flain, it 
appears, many former flaves employed 
in the fame office Sindbad had under- 
taken ; but finding no end to their per- 
fecution, and being aware of its caufe, 
they adopted this judicious method of 
fupprcffing the merchants* hoflilities^ 
which proceeded folely from their ava- 
rice : and it were devoutly to be wiftied 
that this was a folitary inftance of war- 
fare originating from the fame prin- 
ciple. 

This ftory relative to the half-nafm- 
i«^ elephant is fufficiently confonant to 
European as well as Afiatic ideas con- 
cerning him, to vindicate the author 
from the charge of extravagance. We 

find 
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find an ancqdote in Topfeirs Gefner *, 
which likewife reprefents thefe animals 
as equally fenfible of die valiie which 
mankind fet on their teeth ; and, there- 
fore, when they dropt out, which was 
commonly the cafe every tenth yeJur, 
they carefully covered them with earth, 
to hide them from the view of their 
perfeoitors. 

The mode taken to difcovcr them 
when thus depofited is almoft -f- as far be- 
yond the verge of probability u any 

* PageJS«. 

f I have expiYflTcd myfelf with {bme degree 
of cainton, as a Icaraed friend mfbrtnied me, 
that ** ivory powerfully attracts moifture ; and 
as the bottles in India are ufually ma4e of un- 
baked clay, which fuffers the water to exude 
through its pores, the attradlive power of the 
ivory may contribute to drain the earth of its 
moifture, which will of courfe attract the water, 
from the vefiel." This explanation diminifiies 
the incredibility I before attached to the ftory. 

P 4 pailage 
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paflage in Sindbad*s voyages. For it is 
added^ that, in the woods or fields, 
where the Indians fufpeift thefe teeth to 
be buried, they place pots or bottles fiill 
of water, and then depart. After a lit- 
tle time they return to examine them ; 
and if the teeth happen to lie in their 
neighbourhood, they find all the water, 
which thofe bottles contained, drawn 
out by means of fome unaccountable 
attratf^ive power belonging to them. 
When this circumftance occurs, the 
Indians dig round the bottles till they 
find the teeth : but if they perceive na 
diminution of the water, they remove 
thcqi to another place in hopes of pro- 
ving more fuccefsful *• 

Where this account originated I 
know not. Philoftratus and -^lian 
are referred to in the margin ; but I 
cannot trace the ftory in either of 
thofe authors. Pliny indeed fays; 



* Page 152. 
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•^ Praedatn ipfi (elephantes) in fe ex- 
petendam fciunt folam efle hi armis 
fuis, quae Juba cornua appellat. He- 
rodotus, tanto antiquior & confuetudo 
melius^ dentes, quamobrem deciduos 
cafu aliquo vel fcne(5ta defodiunt *.^* 
Again; *^ circumventi a venantibus; 
primos conftituunt, quibus funt minimi 
(dentes) ne tanti pretium putetur : poftca 
feffi, impa6los arbori frangunt, pre- 
ddque fe redimunt "f*." By this it ap- 
pears that the elephants of Pliny and of 
Sindbad were equally confcious of the 
value which mankind fet on their teeth. 
The Roman author mentions in the 
fame chapter, on the authority of Mu- 
tianus, who had been, he affures us, 
thrice Confulj and of courfe, we muft be 
convinced, would have fcorned to im- 
pofe on him, that an elephant was 

♦ Nat. Hift. L.-viii, c. 3. §. 4. 
f Ibid. L. Tiii. c. 3* §•4, 

taught 
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taught Gretk^ and wrote in that language 
** Ipfe ego haec fcripfi & fpolia celticar 
dicavi/' ^lian contents himfelf with 
faying they underftood the Indian lan-< 
gui^e * ; and this may be granted, in 
the fame manner as a horfe or dog does 
the Engliih, when habituated to the 
found of particular words -f-. But their 
a<fts of religious worlhip^, which are 
recorded. by both tliefe eminent natu- 
ralifts, will not fo readily command our 
ailent. Numerous other anecdotes of 

* Hift. Aoini. L. xi. p. 14, 

t This JElian feems to intimate. L. xiii. 

p. 22. 

X Nat. Hift. L, viii, c 44. The idea was. 
probably derived from the £a{t« la one of the 
tales in the Heeto-pades, an elephant, obferving 
the moon reflected on the furface of a fiream, 
*' makes his bow to it in token of fubmiffion/* 
and implores the fuppofed Deity's pardon for 
giving him undefigned offence." (p. 177). The 
moon, it may be obfcrved, is mafcuUne in In- 
dian, as well as in Gothic, mythology. 

I the 
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the marvellous kind concerniag this 
animal might be given from Pliny, 
jElian, Plutarch, Philoftratus, &c. in- 
finitely furpafiing what is here advanced 
by our modeft Arabian. He, however, 
gravely informs us, that the Caliph 
would probably have difbelieved even 
this account, " had he raOt known bis 
fincerity ;" a ftroke of dry Cervantic 
humour, not unlike that in. Gulliver, 
where the editor tells, us, fuch was his 
charafter for veracity, that it became 
almoft proverbial to fay, " *tis as true 
as if Mr. Gulliver had fpoken it.'* 

If, by this enquiry, the Arabian author 
lofes in fome degree the credit ufually 
allowed him for invention ; to cpmpQn- 
fate that defeA, we find much lefs de- 
viation from romantic probability, and 
even from popular belief, in his Specie/^ 
Miracula than might at firft have been 
apprehended. We perceive likewife 
other circumftances not uninterefting to 
a cultivated mind. * To follow up thefe 

wild 
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wild ftories to their primitive fource, 
gratifies our curiofity : to trace the 
clailic fables our youth delighted in, 
through the medium of a language to- 
tally diflinft, and accommodated to the 
manners and cufloms of another dif- 
tiriguifhed race, cannot with julKce be 
flyled an irrational amufement. To 
compare them, and other coinciden- 
cies in Authors, with many of whom 
the hiflorian of Sindbad could not have 
been converfant, and whofe commu- 
nication with one another ir> fome in- 
ftances feems fcarcely lefs probable, 
cannot be confidered an unworthy ex- 
ercife of our mental powers, and af- 
fords an ample field for conjedlure and 
fpeculation. 

That thefe objefts are attainable by a 
perufal of the Arabian tales, even this 
imperfedl illuflration of a lingle flory 
will evince. We have therefore to 
regret that no one converfant in oriental 
literature and other departments of fci- 

encc 
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cncc has undertaken their tranflatloB, 
with fuch references and comments ssk 
the different fubje<fts would naturally 
fuggcft. If diligently purfued it migh% 
lead to interefting difcoveries relative to 
the progrefs of ideas from one nation to 
another. A fcientific tranflator would 
not only be induced to trace many of 
thcfe ftories to a claffic origin; but 
likewife to retrace fome of the clafHc 
fiftions 'to their primitive eaftern. deri- 
vation. 

In the middle ages the Arabians bor- 
rowed largely from the Greeks ; and 
ihey^ in much earlier times, derived 
from the banks of the Ganges, . and not 
unfrequently through the medium of 
Egypt, the greater part of their litera- 
ture and mythology. This fa<Sl feems 
to be clearly afcertained by late tranf- 
lations from the ancient writers of In- 
dia : and from them the Arabs appear 
fometimes to have adopted dire<ftly, 
without the intervention of any other 

medium. 
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Biedium^ many imaginary occurrences 
and popular tales. 

The difcovcry of Bbdr&bdin * in 
the Arabian Nights by the tarts ho had 
made^ bears internal evidence of ha- 
ving been copied from Nslla Ra- 
jah's -f- dete^lton by the fame means. 
The flatter is a ftory of the higheft 
antiquity, and the mode of difco- 
Tcry appropriate only to primitive 
times. When the culinary art was in 
its infancy, we may fuppofe the pof- 
feflbr of a much-approved receipt 
would derive celebrity fron* that cir- 
cuniftancc, and that it would be re- 
cognized by the fortunate gucfts who 
had formerly tafted it : but in an ^e of 
refinement neither invention nor obfer- 
vation can naturally.be fuppofed to hav§ 
fuggefted fuch an incident/ 

• Night 117. 

t See Kindcrfley*! " Specimens of Indian 
Literature,'* 

Few 
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' Tew of thefe tales are morepleafing 
than that of Alnafchar. It is imitated 
by various authors in various lan- 
guages, who little fufpefted that the 
Arabian himfelf derived it from an In- 
dian fable of the remoteft antiquity* 
It is to be found in the Hbeto-pades 
of Veefhnoo-Sarma, tranflated from the 
Sanfcrit-by Mr, Wilkins, and ftyled 
by Sir William Jones ^^ the moft beau- 
tiful, if not the moft ancient coUeAioii 
of apologues in the world." 

Alnafchar, by contemptuoully fpurn- 
kig in idea the Vifier's daughter, kicks 
down, his glafs manufadlory, the brittle 
foundation of his future glory; and 
the Brachmau inadvertently breaks his 
jK)ttery ware, the no lefs deceitful bafis 
ef his imaginary grandeur, with a walk- 
ing ftick ; and in the a<ft of fupprefling 
the outrageous jealoufy of four beauti- 
fvl but turbulent wives *. So unfor- 



* Page 247. 
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tunate, though the fcene is laid in the 
fuppofed regions of political and domef- 
tic defpotifm, proved eachopinionatedvi- 
lionary in thedifplay of his lordly prero- 
gative! Scarcelyanyfi(5lionin the "Ara- 
bian Nights" appears more extravagant 
than the outrageous exercife of this pre- 
rogative by Schahriar in tl;Le daily fa- 
crifice of a new-wedded wife. A lady's 
intercourfe with the Sultan of Cambaia 
was, however, according to Vertoman, 
equally fatal. He gravely aflbres us, 
that monarch was fo accuflomed to take 
poifon from his infancy, that a certain 
quantity every day was requifite to his 
cxiftence ; and when any of his cour- 
tiers offended him, he would chew 
fome of a very malignant nature for a 
confiderable time, and, by fpitting it on 
the culprit's naked body, would de- 
prive him of life within the fpace of 
half an hour. He adds ; " huic funt 
circiter quaterna fcortorum millia ; nam 

ubi 
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}3^i jTempl concubuerit cum quavis in6- 
fetricum^ proximd luce vitam exuit*'^ 
"V^e may fyppok, tinlefs we take it fof 
g|:anted that this monarch Was deiiroud 
1^ emulating the fame of Schahriar, of 
deyived his principles of gallantry fron^ 
thp fea-horfe mention^ ip the firft 
vpy»ge, that his breath, like the kr- 
p(5|it's in the third, had this efFedl* 
yet^ ai he could not b? ignorant of it? 
pef^iicipus qu^Uty^ eyen if we allow 
tfe^t ^e did not in hi? wrath fpit thef<? 
Wj^rtun^te vi<2im8 qij|: of exiftepce^ 

jb4|llly.0f tbeinhabitjiptf gf ^^lonbfiia, ai^da4idt : 
*' poji fuAt Mahunoctani^ ^^H^^ idolprum cuU 
tores. Ego ver6 crediderim & baptifmi carj^i^ere 
ttifignir^ntur eoi forum d fqlnu ahejfe^ (p. iti*) 
This it nb very exalted fpecimcn of Chriftim 
charity, yet it is to he feared that fpw miadf^ 
^t thofe expanded by a confidetable iiiter^ 
Gourif with mankind, Wisre iupable, ia this A%i3 
«f VcitooBsn, of <»tertiyip|pg|9 Jit^r^juiiiJe?* 
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We cannot acquit him of voluntafily 
deftroyingthem. It would have afforded 
the reader feme fatisfa<5tion if Verroman 
had explained this circiimftance, and 
fhewn by what means ftie royal fuc-' 
ceffion was continued. He Ihould like-^ 
tvife have been lefs feverely virtuous, . 
and have fpared the opprobrious titles of 
fcortorum and meretricum to females 
whofe views raoft certainly had no li- 
bertine tendency ; who rather devoted 
Ihemfelves to embrace the fate of Se- 
mele, than tb live like a Meffalina. This 
ftrange narrative, however the credulity 
bf the noble Roman t?as impofed upon,, 
will tend to fliew that 6chahriar*s ftory 
was inall probability of Indian extradlion* 
That *^ there is nothing new under 
the fun,'* was. affirmed by one, the juf- 
tice of whofe obfervations the mind in- 
ftindlivdy acknowledges and experience 
confirms. . Several of our old tales, pa* 
rallel to thofe that occur in Indian 
legends, might be given : but human 

xiature 
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nature being every where the fanir> 
jGuiular events muft happen, and fimilar 
ideas be fuggefted to the imagination, in 
^the moft oppofite parts of the globe. 
In regard therefore to fuch images a$ 
are natural and obvious, it would be 
unfair to charge European writers with 
fmuggling them from the extremity of 
Alia. Their charaAers will, undoubt- 
edly, admit of the fame vindication- as 
that of Cade, when he was charged 
with falfely afliiming the name of Mor** 
timer. ^^ The duke of York, fays 
Stafford,^ taught you this.'* " He 
lies; returns Jack with generous in- 
dignation, for I invented it myfelf *.'* 

To invent, indeed, what has not been 
invented before, or has really happened, 
may be no lefs difficult than it was, in 
Father Shandy's opinion, to fwear out 
of the comprehenfive'Digeft of Emul- 
phus. 

^ HeoryVI. fecondparu 

a: a Swi% 



Digifrzed by VjOOQIC 



( «28' ) 

Swift was an original writer, and! in 
all probability thought that ludicrous 
mifadventure of Gulliver was truly ori- 
ginal, in which a Brobdignagian mon«^ 
key carries him off and dandles him 
•upon the ridge of a houfe,. ** taking 
him, he fuppofes,. for a young one of its 
own fpecies.'* Yet a fimilar ftory oc- 
curs, in Mr. Andrew^s biographical 
hiftory, of an ape„ who (under the fame 
miftake poiJtbly) feized a child of the 
Fitzgerald family^ imd ^* paraded with 
it for fome tinie on the tower belonging 
to the churcli at Tfalec. At laft he 
fafely depbfited the yoiing fearon in At 
cradle; and the child was ever after 
called by the hOk napfah or the 



: r> 



♦ VoK I. p..4j», Wc fiad By Wolfe, ftat 
the rollaway, a' fpecies of ape in Ceylon, ttt* 
quently carries off and foadles infants in tbe 
fame manner^ (p. r^) 

Thjr 
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TPbe Hketopax^es is the fuppofed 
•riginal of thofc tales circulated m Eii- 
rope under the names of Pilpay and of 
jEfopt and the *^ Afs in the Tiger's 
ikin," which there occurs, feems pretty 
clearly the ori^n 42>f the -^^ Aft in the 
Lion s ikin," whic^ we meet with in the 
fables attributed ta the latter; but it is 
not eaCy, I believe, to find mj^ny other 
ftriking fimilitij4es between them. Some 
of the tales in the Heetopades, how- 
ever, have gaiqed ^dmiffion into our 
language through a different channel- 
One I Ihall briefly mention. 

A cow-keeper, at the approach of 
»ight, perceiving his wife talking to a 
prpcurefs, beajts her feverely. He then 
faftens her to a poft, and retires to fleep. 
The procurefs rctui'Qs with information, 
th^t her gallant waited impatiently for 
her c^tnpany J and, rideafiag the fair 
prifoner from the poft, fubmits to be 
bound to it till her return. The huf- 
band awakes, upbraids his imagined 
Q 3 wife, 
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wife, and, irritated at her fhiblDom 
iilence, cuts off her nofe, and retires to 
fleep again. The wife returns: Ihe 
and the procurefs exchange places a 
fecohd time ; and the hufband, on per- 
ceiving at the next interview, his frail 
confort*s nofe uninjured, fuppofes that 
a miracle had been wrought in attefta* 
tion of her innocence *. 

The ftory would in no rcfpeft deferve 
tranfcribing, did not Maffinger in 
** The Guardian" introduce the lingular 
circumftance of a lady's nofe ^ being 
cut off, and of its imaginary preterna- 
tural renovation in the fame manner. 

Maflinger, however, as may be con- 
cluded, did not derive his tale diredlly 
from Hindoftan, Hjj might have met 
with it in a very old book, entitled, 

DiKECTORIUM HUMANE VITE, ^ItaS 
IPARABOLS ANTIQUORUM 8APIEN- 

♦ Page 131. f Aft III, 
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.TUM * ; or, more probably, in fomc 
coUcftion of talcs borrowed from it, 

♦ This curious perforjnance/ with a fight of 
which Mr, Dojice ycry obligingly favoured mc, 
was tranilated from a Hebrcxv fcrfioo of a book 
called Belile el Pimne, by Johannes de Capua, 
a writer" of the 13th century ; who informs his 
readers, that it was originally compofed in the 
Indian language, and fucceilively rendered iota 
Perfian, Arabic, and Hebrew. The work ia 
alfo known by the feveral titles, of the Pa- 
cables of Seodebar, and the Fables of Bidpay^ 
A Greek verfion of it from the Arabic wai 
made, at a very early period by Simeon Seth ; 
and has been printed by Sta;rkius under th^ 
title of ** Specimen iapien^tiae In^orum vetc- 
rum, &c. Berlin^ i69«/' lamo, Monfieur 
Galland has tranilated it into French from a 
Turkiih copy, in which it was ftyled ** the 
Fables •f Pilpay,** (a corruption of Bidpay) ; 
and, lafily, we have a tranAation of k from the 
Perfian in our own language under the latter 
^tltle. Bat all thefe are in faft nothing more 
than fo many variations from the Heetopades. 

O4 The 
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The Identical ftery indeed Oicuf* in 
'* Eryci Puteani Comus *, five Phage** 
fipofia Qmmeria, Somnium;" printed 
at Oxford in 1634; but the firft edition 
was publifhed at Louvain, i)ii6i i ; and 
that muft have \)ttn fevcral years ante-r 
cedent to the ailing of ^* The Guar- 
dian/* What clearly afcertains the cir- 
cumftaiice of Mailinger*s having bor** 
rowed this incident from Puteanus, ii 
the agreement of the principal plot in 
his comedy, in its moft inaterial inci-r 
dents, with another tale in the iatoe 
5>erformince. The charafter ^ of thl^ 
Guardian, the adventures of Caldorb 
and Califte, of Adorio and Myrtilla, 
?ire to be traced in the Comus X oS Pu- 

• P»fe93« 

t A iketch or ontlioe of it if given io tUs 
remarkable phfafc^ <* vir 'imtiffimae fe^ritu^*' 
Cpt 159)9 which Maflinger has attetnjptcd to ijX 
Xip and ex|)an4* 

% Page 159. 

(esinus ; 
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teaftUI; with this differeftce thatMaA 
finget has adopted Calyfte for Myrtilla, 
and (ubftitutcd Myrtilla for Circe. It 
is obfervable likewifc, that thcfe arc the 
only <aled introduced in the *^ Phagcfi* 
pofia;* 

Milton, and here I conceive my di- 
greflion will be excufable, certainly 
read this performance with fuch attcn^ 
tion, as led, perhaps imperceptibly, to 
imitation. His Comus 

^* Offers to every weary traveller 

His orient liquor in a chryftal glafs.** 

In Puteanus one of his attendants dis- 
charges that office* *' Hie [in limine] 
^olefcens cum amphor^ & cyatho ftabat 
& intratitibus propinabat vinum •J** 
jprom the following paflage Milton 
^ms to have derived his idea df the 
mode in which he firft introduces the 
voluptuous enchanter. *^ Interea Co- 

mus^ 
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mus, luxu lafcivi&que iHpattu> ingre^ 
ditur:-& quid attinet pompam.cxpli- 
care ? Horas fuaviffitnos veris odores, 
omnemque flonim purpuram iparge^ 
bant« Amorem Gratis, Delici£i|| Le« 
pores, ceteraeque Hilaritatis illices k^ 
quebantur: Voluptatem, Rifus Jocufque. 
Cum Saturitate foror Ebrietas erat, 
crine fluxo, rubentis Auroras vultu: 
manu thyrfum quatiebat; ac breviter 
totum Bacchum exprcflerat." Thefe 
figurative perfonages recall tp our 
minds, - 

^ ** Meanwhile welcome Joy and Feaft, ^ 
. Midnight Shout and Revelry 
Tipfy, Dance, and Jollity." 

In the fame fpeech our Poet evidently 
has in view a lively Anacreontic Ode 
which the Comus of Puteanus likewiie 
addrefles to his diifipated Votaries. 

" Con* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( ^35 ) 

V Condifcat illc frafto 
Terram gradu pavire ♦. 
1 •* beat the ground 

In a light fantaftic round." 

Liceblt & venufio 
Rorantium impedire 
Serto caput rofanim 
Micantiumque florum f • 

Braid your locks with rofy twine 
Dropping odors, dropping wint/* 

Cur non facro [geroellaj 
Lufu furit Voluptaa 
[DulcifSmi Lyaeij 
DulcifliEDK Diones? 
Nil turp^y Rilque h&XL 
Foedum putet : latere . 
Caliginis fub atrse 
Velo poteft opaco. 
Qiiod turpe, quodve fsduni, 
Qgidergo? quid moramur { ? 



m 



P- 47- t p. SO. 

X p. 47* The order of thefe lines ia Pa- 
teanua it inrerted, to ihew in a fiionger light 

th9 
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*' What hath Kigk t» df wltbjbep f 
Night hath bitter fnetU Hfrmn^ 
Vcntis now wakes and wakeas lore* 
Come, let ot our rights begin, 
'Tis only day-light that makes fin. 
Which thefe dun ilxades will iic*er report/^ 

Thefe refcmblances can hardly be 
conlidered as accidental; and whoever 
choofes to compare farther the poetical 
addrefs of Comus in each author, will 
find a limilar Ipirit and congeniality of 
thought, though the Dutch Mufe * in 
point of chaftity is very inferior to the 
Britiih. - 

To the lines marked with Italics, the 
opening of the following paiTage might 
have contributed. ** An tu nefcis quod 
facris meis pervigilium deberi ? nee 

the reremblance of fentlroent to thofe in Milton. 
The fix laft precede the others in the original 
Ode. 

^ Puteatins was bom at VeoIoD, and his 
real name Heari dn Ptiy, 

dsiox 
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dam foils occaftis eft & adhuc dormiris > 
—Si numen meum nefcis, inter mor- 
tales immortalis ago. Nodlurxii Genus, 
amoris tetitiaeque Genius . . . /.jam 
facra mes Phagefia, five Phag^JipoJia 
ftmty fcriptoribns metiK)Tata> & liixit 
laictviSque peraguottor. Faucis : totum 
Tokrptatis xegnum meum eft ; nee ielix 
quifquam nifi qui meus . . . • • quern in 
fiftein tyemgfts te oatura produxerit^ 
cogita : non ift miferam AnA riitote 
crocics anhimm, & c ielicitartiis cootu- 
bernioprottirbes: fed ut moUitic bces^ 
m fuavitatSbtis lobentiifque onmibits ir* 
TXges^ foveaifque, Telistt uenerrimam bre* 
vis vixsid flammam. Itaque momih, 
** immortaKa ne fperes, m^net awius 
% ahtiam qas^ raptt lieira diem ^T 

Moft ofThefefentimentsjttTe traiisfiifedl 
into the drflferent fpeeches of Nfiltcm's 
Comus; and Puteatms^ like tfae kdy m 

♦ J?Agc 1%. 

At 
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the mafque> oppofes to the enchanter^s 
ibphiffary 

— — *• Viraginis dogmata fapicntiael** 

The lines, defcriptive of Comus^ 
which Mr. Warton in his Annotationa 
quotes from tilt Agamemnon of JE£-^ 
chylus, do not agree with this cha- 
ia<9:er : nor is his prototype to be found 
in the Comus which Ben Jonfon in- 
troduces into the mafque of ^^ Pleafurc 
reconciled to Virtue,'* performed before 
king James in i6i9« ^^ ^^ there re- 
prefented, not as a gay feducing vo- 
luptuary, but merely as the ^* God o£ 
good cheer" — Epicuri 'Borcm. 

It may naturally indeed be fuppofed 
that Milton had perufed the defcriptioa 
of Comus by Philoftratus *, as well as the 
Dutch author, who evidently borrowed 
and expanded feveral of his ideas; 

" "* Icon. I. N. J. Sec the Editioa of Olca* 
rial printed at Leipfic, 1709, p. 765, 

but 
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but Mflton judicioufly avoids Tome 
traits of charadler, particularly the 
foUowingj which Putenus adopts in 
their full fpirit. Xvyxfopa h o Kaj/xof, 

The moft prominent and peculiar 
incident in Chaucer's January and 
May *, is to be traced in the talcs of 
Inatulla'f'; and he is jTuppofed by his 
trahflator to have derived it from the 
Bramins. We have likewife reafon to 
fufpeA, that the tale of Cambufcan *, 
which follows, and is moft clearly of 
E^ern extradlion, was originally, or 
at leaft in part, drawn from the fante 
remote fource. It is obfervablfe that 

* The Merchant's talc, xxii. 

•f The learned Editor of Chaucer's Canter- 
bury tales exprelTes fome fufpicion of the 
^ory^s not heing of Italian growth. (Vol. IV. 
p. 259). Some paflages in it are faid to be ta* 
ken from the Poltcratxcon of John of Sa? 
lifcuiyl 

tke 
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ibe four wonder-working pt^&fxU Mftf 
fent to the Tartarian immarch srf a fo- 
knin feftival by the *^\ing pf Artbie 
and Indb ;** and in the Ambiaij Nighfes, 
at a fimilar feafon of feftivity held m 
Schiraz by.t&e Perfiafi xnop^ch^ an In^ 
4i«i approaches *^ ih^ foot of the 
throne'* with an enchant&i korfeji^, go^ 
wmcd, like " the ftedc of bra3$" in 

our 

♦ The Squier's T^lc, ^ii^, 
-f- See the tal^ of tbat nsmc ia the 1^ vo« 
lume. 

J Wc find i« the ftpry of the tj^W Cftl^p^ar » 
borfe of the ^anc outterials; ^d likc^ife^^ 
mngedhrfe^ which proves np left qnjjupiylo 
hit riders than Pegafus, from whom indeed he 
may have been derived, or D;u)re prjobstbly from 
a ceteftial fteed of the £ame Iwd in Indian 
Mythology, (fee Baldseus in ChurcbiU^s col?' 
led^ion) to which Fej^afu^ t^ijnfeJf js ipddDted 
for his imaginary exifleoce. At leaft fevergl 
urcumftances in the ^ale concur to fboiyf that 
it is built on fome allegorical or myt^o]^* 

gical 
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our venerable bard, *^ by the writhing of 
a pin/* Sooie other iimilitudes be*^ 
twecn . thefe romantic ftories might be 
pointed out. Currefpoxident accoxints 
to that of the Mirror, which dilcovers 
.iecret machinations and future evetits ^; 
and of the RxnG| which ehabks its poi^ 
feffor to undeifftand and fpeak the lan- 
guage of birds, occur, I believe, both 
in Indian and Arabic mythology: at 
leaQ:, we may infer from the Heeto^ 
p&des, that the earliei): £6tion relative to 
the latter circumftance commenced in 
the former country, . The swqud, the 

.g^cal narrative of great aHtiquity, intended pof- 
4ibly to excmpLiiy the refiftief$ power of def • 
«tiay^ and the dangers wiu^h.attend fenfual in* 
dolgence. 

.♦- We meet with an ** irory peffpedHve 
g>l«fi,'' which reveals diftant tranfadioni, in the 
U& tale but one of tbe Arabian Nights : and a 
.t&ercbant, ^* gifted with tinderftanding the Un« 
|;tiage of beaftt," is introduced in a fa^U 
which precedes the fiory ii^ ihtfirfi^ night. , 

R fourth 
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-fourth prcfcnt, whofe flat fide healed the 
•wounds its edge had infli<fted*, fecms 
^founded oA the dodlrine of fympathetic 
cures oraffeftions, which greatly prevailed 
in the i$th and leth centuries. But ft 
'was, I believe, unknown to out coun- 
trymen in Chaucer'sdays; and, therefore, 
'we may fuppofe he derived the idea from 
fome oriental ilory. The <^nion which 
•Was entertained 4n Europle, at the time 
mcntionied above, that a wound caufed 
^by a ferpent's bite would, on the appli- 

^ ♦.The fpcar of Telephus, by tthidi tHis 
account is iiluftrated, may, indeed, have fug- 

'geftcd the idea: and ye r, in fiicH a cafe, ire 
miift fuppofe an author wcmid rather Ivat-e kept 
it out of view to'foppor't his credit f(]fr ori^« 
nality. Chaucer might mcrdy confiderit as 4 

rhapp3( illaflratit)nj and it is obvious, that, in 
this ilpry, lie is paTticiilarly ofieatatiiQms ia df(« 

-playing his clafical iinowledge.? of Whiioh'lic 
gives a curious, thmigh not a hapf>y,'fpectiiien,-fn 

t€omparing <* the ftcdc of bras'' to Pegafeo, 
and " tkt G^iyce's hoxfc Sincxn*'* _ .^ '. 

;.:•:*: - /~ cation 
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Catibrt 6f its' head to it, itntnecfiaterj^ 
heal, is probably of the fame remote 
origin *• The ftory, on which Par- 
nell's " Hermit" is founded, occurs in 
the 8oth' chapter of the " Gefta Ro* 
manoi-um/^ It has appeared in Various 
forms in different modern languages; 
and I have been aflured that it is like- 
wife narrated in % Periian Romance of 
great antiquity. . 

Thcie fi&iofis, is well ^ many others 
in Boccace, Adofto, and various authors 
who lived near the dawn of literature 
in Europe, may be feafonably fuppofed 
to have been tranfported hither from 
the Eaft in the time of the Crufades'f'. 

Coarfe 

.^ Could this idea be tracod to the earl/ re- 
cords of the Sramint, we might, without any 
violation of. probability,' attribute the fi^ioti 
of Telephus' fpear to fome eadern tradition. 
^ f Some few infiances that firengthen this cpi- 
nioD are given in the preface to ** Arthur, a 
, R a poetical 
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Goarfe broad humour^ and t fpecies oi 
groteiquc^ gigantic fublimity, muft have 

been 

poetical Rofp^^gce;" but they are imicb more 
numerous than has been fuppofed. In the 
•' Maxims of Eaftern nations, &c.*' colleAed by 
Monfieur Galland from Arabian, P^rfian, and 
Turki(h authors, and tranflated into En^tiflihi 
169$, we meet with varidus anecdotes and pro- 
verbial expredions m comnaoil iift ililiong us. 
.One of each I (hsSk.btitiy noCide. A learned 
man^whilft vnriti^g to a frien^lj, ^bferves a trou* 
blefome fellipw looking over his ihoulders Chia 
impertinent enriofity he. notij:e« m.hts letter;: 
the other vehemently denies the charge, and 
by affirming that he had not read a word in« 
conteftably afcertains the jufticc of it.- {Tak 
a8.) This is the unqueftiooed origin of the 
well known and feemingiy appropriate ilory of 
a tall Iriftiman^ overlooking a gentleman: 
whilft writing a fetter irt a eoffee-faoule. Few 
expreffions are more apparently iodigenottt 
than the vulgar one of ^< fuch a perfon n gone 
to pot/' /. #• is dead. Yet it waa imported to- 
us from the eauiemity of the globe, the metro- 
polis 
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been peculiarly captiyating ^nd cMge«' 
nial to the unpolifhed^ but high-spirited^ 

war* 

|K>lii e( Tartary. We are told that atailor 
of Samarcandy who lived near the gate which 
led to the burial ground, whenever a corpfe 
was carried by, threw a little fione into an 
earthen pot fixed to hit cupboard, to calcqlatff 
the number of deatha in a certain fpace of 
time. At length the tailor himfelf died ; and 
a paflenger, obierving hit fliop to be fhut up^ 
enquired of a neighbour after him, and waa 
anfwered, << The tailor is gone io pat aa well aa 
the reft." (T^i^ S3-) 

It ii a Hogular circumftance that the *^ Wif^ 
dom of the Eafi'^ fiiould have largely contri* 
-buted to the formation of our farces and jeil* 
books.' The moft ludicrous incident in a late 
tnuiical entertainment, intituled, ** No 8on{ 
no Supper!" occurs 10 a little oriental apo* 
logue, communicated to Mr. Beloc by Dr» 
Ruifel under the name of <^ the Silent Couple,'' 
[Beloe's MifceUany, Vol. IIL p. 54.] Ano« 
tker entertainment of the fame kind, called 
^\ Who pays ^ Reckoning P' which came out 
R 3 ia 
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virriors engaged in thefe r^^nantic *ih 
terprifei^ Whenever fables occur. 

marked 

n 179$* it avoiredly taken from a .traditionary 
i)ory of Charles the Secoftd, and a foldier of 
the guards, who, having fpent the night in 
caroufing with the difguifed king, and being 
obliged to pawn the blade of his l^'ord for the 
reckoning, fubfiitutes a wooden one ip its 
fiead. A comrade of his is cpndemned to be 
ibot for fome offence the next day : but the 
king commutes bis punifliment, and orders the 
other foldier to kill him with his fword. After 
Qtany vain attempts to evade the office, h^ 
prays that its blade, if the prifoner was giult- 
lefs of the crime for which he had been ^^on* 
demned, might be converted into wood* 'Tis 
seedlefs to purfue the fiory; and it^ parallel 
occurs in that of Bafem and Haroun al Raihid 
in the fame entertaining volume, (p. i8i)» 
Chailes, we know, was 'no lefs fond of noc- 
turnal adventures and a good joke than the 
Caliph of Bagdad. Yet the ftory is certainly 
much more confiftent . with Afiadc than with 
^MTQftmi <IPiaiiners. Charles mij^t bare 

pardoned 
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^oaarked. with the fame ftrong fcatytct 
and peculiarities which may be difcp- 

vered 

pardooed the criminal| but he could not hay^ 
varied his mode of death. It ihould hare 
been obfei-ved that Mr. Beloe pledget himfelf 
for the genuinenefs of thefe tales. Some pro* 
bably are very antient. That at lead of ^ the 
Man, the Lion and the Serpent," (p. ti)^ wat 
imported into England with variations by Ri-^ 
chard the iirft fix centuries ago. We find by 
Matthew Paris, (^u/<? <?</«». 119 5), that the 
foyat my thologift often addrefled it to his cotir« 
tiers accommodated to the circumHances and 
i^irit of the times. The man, who falls inta 
the well, is reprefented as a Chriftian, mira- 
culouily preferved from the rage of the lion and 
the fcrpent by making the fign of the crofs. 
Richard was then meditating » fecond crufade^ 
and converted againft the Mohammedans their 
own apologue with the fame adrottnefi th^i 
Whitfield, in much later days, adapted his re^ 
Kgious hymn* to the tune of profane and po-^ 
pular ballads. The martial and methodifticaf 
Adventurer feem to have aAed on the £mie 
R 4 \ PfiH'* 
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Vercd in the jgenuinc talcs of India^ 1 
have little doubt but that, whatever the 
4htcrmediate links may have been, they 
were there originally fabricated. 

A gcntlenjan, perfecStly qonverfant in 
JW/<2« literature, has obferved, ^^thatth^ 
Odyifey itfelf, its giants, fairies, living^ 
ihips, magicians, witches, &c. are db4 
rived from the ancient compofitions of 
the Eai^,- 

This aflertion, however, is rather 
Yague^^ and recjuires fome cjualij^cation : 

prmciple, tk^t gf figbttng tbdr e^eKnie^ vi\tk 
tbetr owp weapons* *^ Uolut an virtus quU ia 
ho^e retjuiric ?*^ At ai^y rate it wa9 no orig'nal 
thought of V^hitfield. The HiftorUn of Lo* 
reazo dc M.dici xnention> that it was the cuf* 
tool of a "certain fed in Italy, in the begins 
niDg of the )6th century, as w^ll iis 4t pr^fent^ 
to fing pious hymn* to the vfioQi profar^^ ap4 
popular fnelodie^, for the purppfi^ pf Simulating 
the languid piety of tht performers by an aflb* 
fiatioii jiritb the vivacity ^f (^nfns\ enjoymisnt.'* 
(VftUI, p. 309.) 

if 
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iT admitted in its full extent, it would 
tend to reduce the voyages of Sindbad, 
whofe chief, if not only, excellence has 
been commonly thought toconfift in their 
originality, tg little mqre than theihadow 
of, a (hade. It has, indeed, appeared 
that their claim to invention is extremely 
moderate ; but their fourccs are nuV 
merous and diverfified. With the tales 
of claffic origin are interwoven popular 
legends, which the fuperftitious Indian 
probably believed, and to which the 
credulous Arab* attentively liftened. 
Some dcfcriptions are copied from na-r 
ture, and fome incidents are founded on 
fk(?t. It has been my objeft to refcuc 
them from the imputation of ground- 
lefs extravagance ; to trace beneath the 
difguile of exaggeration, or the ihadowj 
veil of allegory^ events and circum- 
ftances which confirm the accounts of 
our early voyagers, or correfpond with 
the obfervations of philofophic cnqui- 
l^»^ belonging to other climes, and 
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born in diflant ages. Let us be caudous 
therefore how we indulge a too hafty 
i^oQtempt for things apparently trivial 
and inlignificant; which may in £uSl 
exceed our apprehenlion ; or^ if pa* 
tiendy inveftigated^ like the reward of 
Ipdulous attention to chemical procefles, 
may at laft yield fome valuable and un- 
(xpe Aed difcovery. 



/?s^ 



AD^ 
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ADDITION? ANi> CQRBJBCrriONS. 



Page 13, L 5, The mention of ^^Nor-» 
Way foam" leads us to fufpe<3: that Milr 
ton drew his limile from the fubfequent 
(tallage in Olaus Magnus* The ^^ fody 
rind'' is the moft difcordaxit circumikncc^ 
and that might have been fuggefted hj 
Job's defcription of the Leviathan. 
(c. xli- V. 16, 17.; *^ Habet ctiam 
Cetus^ fiiys the northern hiftorian, fuper 
coni;un fuum fuperficiem tanquam Sa?- 
hulum^ quod efl juxta littus maris: 
liuide plenimque elevato dorfo fuo fuper 
undas a navigantibus nihil aliud creditur 
eilequam infula* Itaque nautse ad ilium 
appellunt & fuper eum defcendunt, inque 
jpfum palos figuntj naves alligant, focos 
pro cibis coquendis accendunt :. donee 
5 tandem 
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tandem Cetus fentiens ignem fefe in pro^ 
fiindum m^rgat^ atque in ejus darfo ma- 
ncfites^ niii funibus a navi protefis fe li- 
berare qucant, fubmergantnr/* (L. xxi. 
€.15.) The <MlIy^mriation m die-fidi^ 
between Olaus and Sindbad feems to have 
been fuggefted by local fiiuation. The 
Vhale of the northern ocean deceives rha- 
Yiners by appearing like a barren fand^ 
'iank^ that in a more genial clime like 1 
field clothed with verdure, ^e word 
^ahtdum^ however, may have been derived 
ty Olaus froni Pliny, (xvii, 4..')' the gfc- 
Tieral fource perhaps of thefe fea mon- 
gers. ** From his *^ Priftes ' ducenufh 
cubitonim" Sindbad's ^^ fiflies ororie and 
'two hundred cubits long" are evidently 
•derived. Olaus transfers thefe ^^ Priftes'* 
to the Baltic, (L. xxi. c. 6.) and rfepre^ 
Tents them as no lefs timid than thofc 
mentioned by Nearchus, Pliny, arid the 
Arabian Fabulift. 

^ Fage 25, 1. 13. I at firft fufpeAed 
thatSindbad*s primary mifadventurc hap- 
pened 
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pened at no great diftance from Cape 
Comorin ; and that the Mehrage, cfr 
great kingj oiir whofe territories he was af- 
terwards thrown, might have been a'pow- 
'crful monarch on the adjacent coaft, the 
Balhaka or SamoHin. Each appears 
to hare been an hereditary title, be- 
longing to the fame line of.monarchs. 
Under the latter appellation they reigned 
in great fplendour for miny ages at Cale- 
cut. (See p. 6.) The Mehraoe's irt^ 
vafion of Komar, which I ftill fuppofc 
to have been a province- near Cape Co- 
morin,' and the fcatcity of horfes on that 
coaft,' ftrcHgthened the idea: *^ Non 
producuntur in hoc regno cqur, fed rex 
• Var,*aliiqtie qaatudr reges provinciaeMa- 
iabar annuatim, mgentem vim peiimrsB 
•Qipchdunt pro cquis.'* (Marco Paulo^ 
li. iii. ^ c. -26;) Other circumftanc^, 
hbwcrer, mentioned in the text,; induced 
me afterwards ' to fuppofe 'that Sindbail 
was thrown on the coaft of Borneo. On 
which «count the conjedturd relative tb 
^ - the 
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.theLackadivi, (p-^^)» ^^ that concern-- 
.ing the Uhas de Cavalos (p. 27) founded 
likewife on & miftake of the Mare^s being 
exported, fhould have been omitted. 

Page 4a, L 5. " In one of the feven 

iflands of JEjcAxjs^. we are told that there 

is a tomb concerning which Grange pro- 

di^es arc related — that a noifc of drums 

and cymbals is there to be heard, toge- 

^ther with loud acclamations," &c. (Arift. 

jie Jncredilf.) Subterraneous fires are fup- 

.pofed to ha\ie caufed thefc founds, and 

given birth to the jficftion. Thofc heard 

in the illand of CaScl, and .the ftory 

founded on them, may have originated 

fi-om the fame xirclixxxftance. , 

^ Page 86, L 3- I forgot 40 iiqtjcet^t 

.Jrtiny attributes this quality to thcISafi- 

lifki '^ quern etjam ferpentemipfi^^-*^ 

giunt, alios (ferpentes) olfiwftu necantem*** 

(L. xxix. c* 4^ 'Pinto, whoni fom&Rea-^ 

ders will i^pt fcruple to call>the«&j^dbad 

of Portugal, caft. away -on. . th^ 4fl8WMi of 

l^umatra, takes refuge at^ht> .like our 

Advett- 
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Adventurer, in a lofty tree^*x)n account 
of *^ the tigers, crocodiles, copped ad- 
ders, and divers forts of ferpents with 
black and green fcales, whofe venom is 
fo contagious as they kill mn with their 
very breath. 

Page 117, 1. 5. William de Rubra- 
quis, who certainly never read Herodo- 
tus, and travelled through Thibet in 
the 13th century, near which country 
the Maflagetae dwelt in the days of the 
-Greek hiftorian, mentions, that its inha- 
bitants ^^ in times paft beftowed on their 
parents no other fepulchre than their 
own bowels, and yet in part retaine it^ 
tnakyng fine cuppes of their deceafed 
parents* Ikuls, that drinkiiig out of them 
in the middeft of their joUitie, they may 
not forget their progenitors." (Purchases 
Pilgrimage^ p. 43b.) The latter part adds 
credibility to what is advanced by Man- 
deville and fupported by Ives, (p* 124). 
I'his extraordinary cuftom we may fairly 
fuppofe was derived from the old inhabi- 
S tant$ 
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tents of Afui to the Gothic nations^ vrh&f 
more refined than their anceftors, aftcf 
fome lapfe of time, fubftituted their ene- 
mies heads for thofe of their progenitors. 
Page. 1 66, 1. t2. An infiance of this 
fiift occurredat AfliburtoninDevonfhire^ 
rendered more remarkable by the capture . 
of two mice at the fame time by their in- 
tended prey. At an inn in that town, 
till within a few years pafl, an oifler 
was Ihewn with its prifoners dangling 
between the fhells which had fuddenly 
clofed upon the unfufpedling marauders^ 
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I'age 3. line 3, for thofe, r^tf^thefe. 

Page 22, line 5, for Canius, read Caiiw. 

]?ag^38, line 10, w/^, for Keta, readKcW 

Page 52, line 15, for the, readthtir. 

Page 66, line 19, <^^ Sed. 

Page 120, line 6, for America and frozen oceaij* 

read Europe and the frozen ocean, 
l^age 124, line 18, forCeyton, read Ceylon. 
Page 125, line 19, for entertain, r^o^ entertained. 
Page 161, line 5, note, for 1726, read 1626. 
Page 166, line 5, note, foi^AifM, readAju. 
Page 178, line 22, for people, readpeop\es\ 
Page 187, line 3, for femicolon, make a period^; 
Page 195, line 7, for femicolon, a comma. 
Page 190, line 9, for probable, read likewife. 
Page 197^ line j, for majonuBj r^A^majorem^ 
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